Foster Homes Needed Here for -
Handlcapped. Rural Children

i By SUSAN TAYLOR
Thi ; Staff Writer !
e foster care program: for
handicapped children is now lin-
ing up homes, mostly in Fair-
banks, for handicapped children
from rural Alaska w noed spe-

cial training:
Most of the children under‘
been

ar, but a few
t “hot
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The' BIA sponsors. the pro-
gram, under which handicapped

children leave their homes in rur-:

al Alaska to live with foster par-

-ents for nine months in a city
! where they can obtain' the spe-
.‘. eondnmd,mmuhllyﬂpimd-

cial education they need.
Forthhwwiee foster
paid $174 per mon for a
achild 13 years of age or older
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.about 4 ehlldml and’ ﬂm yeurv

l'month for a child:

echu 10 plwe IbOllt 55, Mrs.
Beyrer said.

The placement list is: com-
plete, she added, ¢ t for sev-
eral teenage boyx ’needlns
foster homes, '
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More Foster Homes. ..
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urban foster parents after having
lived in a village for 16 or 17,
years, she explained, PO
" Ideally, Mrs. Beyrer said, the
iboys should  be flaced in'a
' group-home possibly run ly a
‘native' couple.  In a home, with
about |10 boys, the teenagers

could  receive group' therapy ' - .-
with the help of a counselor and |

asgistance from their peers,

"Often the teenagers code of '

behavior is set by his peer group

mﬂzx ‘than byz:dulu,ﬂ‘;ﬂmda_hc
tends to. respond to his
better .than to’ foster pug:e;;,

Mrs, Beyrer said.

i of those
gram ‘are slightly retarded or are
slow learners. Some have a hear-

in' the pro-

ing; problem. Others need psy-
chiatric. help and counseling—
none of which is available regu-
larly in'the village. . E
‘Most of the children are at
least nine years old, Mrs. Beyrer
explgined. "' 0 0t
i+ ‘A handicapped. child of ‘any
age-is eligible as long as he is still
in school. If not by parents, re-
ferrals are made by teachers, pu-
- blic' health' nurses, or welfare
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* and ntrviowed and both foser
tsand children are counsel-
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