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, . QUESTION

. . .
Jl11 : DidDidith'".';"16the

.,

tinitedunited* * States taketake-possessiontakepossession'- possession ofof-

AJask
of-

Alaskan

*

AJaskAlaskanAlaskanYAlaskanNativeAlaskann Y'"' NativeN tiVetiVetlan'ds'landslandstlan'dstlands' lands'

,byb "
' fco'n-co'nconfco'n''-con

c-on'-

c
c'co'n-

queNst
'n¬"-

quest ?
queNst

Noo . ., By acta t of., Congress , thethe-
UnitedStat

the-
United'StatesUnitedUnitedStatUnited'StatesUnitedStates;:' Statess agreedagred in aatreatyatreaty-
with

atreaty-
with

,
treaty

with RussiaRussia signedSgned by SecretarySecrSecretary-
Seward

trvrvS-

ewardSewardSewardandand the Russian Edouar-iEdouariEdouar1Edouar1-
do

-,

do de Stoeckle ' att 44'a.m4a.m4amaim/ofaimof' . jofMatchfof/ MarchMatch

0QQO.forAlaska30 , 1867topayj$7,2pOOOOfor1867topayj72pOOOOfor1867 , to paYpay$7,200,000pay7200000, $7,272, 0QQO.for0QQOfor, .forfor-
AlaskaAlaska . AlaskaAlask;,

', Iwas\formallyIwasformally55was.was\fonnall.wasfonnall.waswasfonnall.was\\formallyformally-
turnedturned over to the United StatesStates-

atat Sitka on October 11 of thatthat-
year

that-
yearyear .

Although most of the IndianIndian-
lands

Indian-
landslands of the Western UnitedUnited-
States

United-
StatesStates , on the continentcntinent proper,
were taken by forcedfqrcedforced treatiestr ates oror-

conqu
or-

conquestconquconquestst-ststthere;;- there werefVerevrere nono formalfonnalfonnal-
wars

formal-
warswars between the Alaska NativesNatives-
and

Natives-
andand the U.SUS11.S11S.. . AmiyArn1YArmy . OutsideOuts de ,
Indian tribes werewere'treatedweretreated'treatedtreated' as inin-inin-

depeQdent
in-

dependent
¬-

dependentdepeQdent nations ', possessed of9f9f-
certain

of-
certaincertain rights , 'sovereigntysovereigntyovereignty' };

.
and ',

benefitsbenefits-thobenefitsthobenefits-thoughbenefitsthough-thoughgh theythe , ,!,'werewere' werewerewerestill., stillstil-
lplac

still-
placedplacedplacd under governmentgovegovernmenten "prot-
ection

'""pro--"propro'pro"pro-"pro-
tection

"' .---.

tection .". -

But within four years after the ',

the purchase Of Alaska , and bebe-bebef-
ore

be-

fore
-¬-

fore there was any civil governgovern-govern-
ment

govern-
ment

¬-
ment up here , Congress had putput-
an

put-
anan end to the policy of makingmaking-
treaties

making-
treatiestreaties with Indians . The NaNa-Na-

tive
Na-

tive
¬-

tive people of Alaska were nevernever-
forced

never-
forcedforced to make any treaties withwith-with-
the

*.-

thee UnitedYnit d StatesState .oror., ornto'sellorntosellr tb)"-

sell
s-

ell"'SeI1 theirthe , .

land,1landland'forlandfor'forfor'

anyany price , good or.bad3orbad3oror.badorbad. ad *. ,;,'' ,11,t,_
1,

>

QUESTIONtQUESTION12i2 : x r.;: DidKtheDidtheDidDidff' the
'

J'1J1J'-

1United
$'

United States Government , then , 11,,.,

recognizerecogriize the aboriginalaboIiginaI: titletitltitleofofof-
the

|';
the Alaska Natives toto theirtheii iand/iandiand-

Officially
land ?:! :'"

,
,"//', ,'

Officially , yes . InInaa long seriesseries-

ofof Congressional actions ' andand-
court

and-
courtcourt decisions , the UnitedUnitd StatesSttes <,

:">'

provided for the use and occupaoccupa-occupa-
tion

occupa-
tion

-¬-
tion 4ofof land claimed by the-thetheab-, aba ¬.
originalorigiDal tribestritribeses of Alaska.. SuchSuch-
intention

Such-
intentionintention was contained in thethe-
origin

the-
originaloriginalorigin purchase treaty, and waswas-
embodied

was-
embodiedembodied in the Organic AptActA t of
18841884\18841884w1i;,\; whenw1iwhenn (Congressongress providedprovided-
civil

provided-
civil<

;,"tiviltivilcivil" governmentgovernmgovernmentot forfor'AlaskaforAlaska'Alaska.. TheThe-
Act

The-
ActAct specificallyspspecificallystatesifi ally'statesallystates'

states ;

'ThatThat'That.theThattheThathe,' ., the Indians or other perper-per-
sons

per-
sons

¬-
sons inin'saidinsaid'saidsaid1Said'' districtdistrictshall,. shall not bebe-

disturbed
be-

disturbedindisturbedindisturbed in the possession of any .,
lands actuallyactualyactual y in their use or o0c-0coc-oc-0c-
cupation

oc-

cupation
<>-

cupation 'oror"''*oi now claimed byby-

them
by-

themthem
,
butbut'thebutthe'' the termstenns under whichwhic-

hp
which-

rsonsm
whic-

h'persos'persospersos,' personsprsonsmmaymayy acquire title to such50ch50ch-
landS'is

such-
landslandS'islandSislands "' isis'reservedisreservedreserved'reserved'' for futurefutttre legislegis-llegis-
lation

gis-gisgis-
lation

-¬-
lation i! bvby

", Congress . . .(2323( Stat .,
' 24(1884)24188424 (188188(

, ,
) )),..

. .ltlt.t,4t4 "YraxYrax"

':
"

. : __.: :..--= :-'-;.- :

\It-It\It1'1- '
, 1'1-1'1111'1't'

- ;;.' , ,.\'t'tt\' jJijJiII v.., .
This intention' wasrwas , ;

' ,epestec

, by"CongressbyCongressby ". , Congress in ' 1900 andt.912andt912and ,19121912,1912-
and

, . ;

-{nd'sunurndsunurnd'sunurarizedand : 'summarizedarizedarizedl'bl- 'bl- b! 'inin' :;II'courta 'courtcourt'
, de-dede-

cision
dd-

cision
e-e--

cision of August 3, 1927 : ,.
ja,|,,'ftft' XJridiar(, IndiansIndian's'swho'areswhoare:: who 'areare' are

'

of then,theth '
,:'
, abafaa-

original
b>.:¬=

original tribes inhabiting AlaskaAlask-
aat

AlaAlaska-
atatthe-time-ofatthetimeofatat", thethe-thetime-' tirDlroftime - of its '°cessioncessiontocession.to'

,.to thethth-

.United
e

.UnitedUnited.,UnitedStatStates'ss
'

ononriMarch30,1867riMarch301867March 3030,186730186730,1867-
and

, 1867 ,.
andaneJ\woaneJwo, '\*' who resided upon 'andndand usedused-
and

useuse-

and
d

and occupiedoccupiedlandsoccupied:1ands'Jhoccupied1andsJh,:;-landslands-landstherein'

,thereinthereinsreinreinIforsIforIfor-

hom
forfor-

homesandcampink'4placeshomeshomhomesandcampink'4placeshomesandcampink4placess ';, and8nd ;, campingQ.nip1ngplaQnip1ngpla. ;'?"placesplaces" es, andwidwid-
'were

and-
were"werewere'were"' sosso irkirtin

'

possessionssession on May 17 ,

1884 , andan4 June 6, 1900 , andand-
have

and-
haverhavehavermot; not yetyyett surrenderedsurrenderedoror a-aa-

bandoned
a-

bandoned
a-

bandoned
-

bandoned the
_'
saIIsaIIesamesamee , shallshIlIlnotnot bebe-

distUrbed
be-

disturbeddisturbed in thete possession-there-possessiontherepossessionthere-possessiontherepossessionthere-
of

-, -

of byby'thebythe' the courts of Alaska .
TYieThe UnitedUnited StatesStates Itas'repeat-Itas'repeatItasrepeathas'repeat-has'repeathasrepeatItas'repeat-

edly
has'repeat-

edly
hacWipat' .-

edly recognizedrec gniied
. thatth ta:; aboriginalaboriginal-

group
originaloriginal-

group "' '"*"group or "tribaltribal'tribal territory withwith-
defmable

with-
definabledefinabledefmable boundariesboundarie4 did exist inin-

41aska
in-

AlaskaAlaska41askaAlaska ,"' .andand., and hashal" overover andmd overOve-
ragainr

over-
againagainagainrNajtiveshavere-affirmedreaffirmedre-affrnmedaffrnmed-aff'JJDledaffJJDled' that AlaskaAlask Na-NaNa-

tiveshave
Na-jNajNa-

tiveshave
-

tiveshave IndiaVtitleYolIndian'titleIndiantitled a t'title'tottitleto'' 'to all partspartS"ipartSipartS"-
iof

"'
'ii'

pfof AlaskaAlaskawhich,
which1which:, they Have use'diusediusused'didi-

and
#

:

'
andand'occupied"exceptandoccupiedexcept'

,
occupiedccupied/ccupiedccupiedxcept,/,"exceptxcept

.
where the--thethe-

government
ththe '

-'-

government'government'governmentgovernment' has physically mov-movmov-
ed

mov-imovi-s!s-

ed
.*

edd in and taken the land1dla away .

recognizedAboriginalAbdriginalAb gnalnal'f'ff''ftitletitle >., wasw s "recog-recog"recog-"recog"recog-
nized

"
, recog-¬-

nized by both'' theth United StatesStates-
govemme

States-
government

,
governmentgovemme t and thethe hewnewnewStState,Statete ofof-
.Alaskain

of-
Alaska.AlaskainAlaskain.: Alaska :, ,. in the Statehood ,. Act ,
which say :

The "StateState'State"'' and its people dodo-

agree
do-

agreeagree ;: , and declare thattha they.for-they.forthey.fox-they.foxthey.for-
ever

they.fox-
ev

they.for.-
ever

. :,
-

..everever.. everev r;disclaimsclaim l11:all rightghiandrightandand titlelitle; . . ,
"toto"i;
' tot ,

"anyany"anyJandsanyrlands'orranyrlandsorranyrlands'orrother.property, ,
,lands 'ofof'. Dr ; qther-prppertylqtherprppertylother.propertyotherpropertyqthet -,. prop'CrtypropCrty'? ,

: (,''lcluding'eludingeluding'eludingr'eluding"rfishing'rightst' r<"rfishing'rightstrfishingrightst"rfishing'rightstthe;
" fJShingZrights:;' ), , , theJthethe-

rightortitle'to
.maybeheldrightrightorrightortitle'torightortitleto''-oror-., or .titletitle., 'toto', t which'may'bewhichmaybewhich ' maybenay ' be

' "

J held bybyanyany Indians , Eskimos , oror-

iAleutS
or-

Aleuts'AleutsAleuts'iAleutSAleuts;:;:' I:' orr,:iss held by the,theth Unit-UnitUnit-
ed

Unit-
ed

Uni-
tedStates

-
*,?

edStatesed i; States-StatesStatesin-, inm ''- trust
t-

rust' trusttrusttfof" forfot saidwd nana'". ii-

rives
(;

tives/ftivesftivrivess:/ .: ..''II' ':; P.ITPITP.I,8P.I8PI8PL,85.508PL85.508PL85508.,:.: , 85.508508,7250872,,.v72Stat,7272,, Stat'lStatlStat.l.' .

339(1958)3391958339(1958)fe339 (1958).11958.119581(1958)1958( )..$aaS-SS,-I,;,.,
'=f;JY4, /fefet/jjtiti(,t-

iIn

?

In thet1i same Act , Indian landslands-
were

lands-
werewere exemptedexemp ed from tidtidelands-
granted

tidelandslandslands-
grantedgranted to the State ..

Perhapsrerhaps the mostmostmostconvincingconvincing
.,

of the icourtcourt: casesaseslases whichestablishwhichestablish-
the

which establishestablish-
thethe right of Alaska ,. natives totto-

theirtheir lands isis'theisthe' the cash settlementsettlement-
for

settlement-
forforTlingitHaidalands taken from the Tlingit-Tlingit-bytheHaida Indians , in a decision byby-

thethe Court of Claims .

QUESTION 13 :, Did theJJnit-theJJnittheJJnit-
ed

the .Unit-.Unit..Uni-
tedStatescarry'out

Unit-UnitUnit-
ed

-
ededStatescarry'outedStatescarryout,States carry' out its promisepromise tbtotto-

protectourprotecprotect'ourprotectour')our aboriginalaborigi1l title ?

, Not entirelyentkely :. ,DespiteDe piteits,its offioffI-offI-
cial

offi-
cial

-¬-
cial policy , the governmentgovernment mademade-
no

made-
nono .provisionprovision.,

' to"' carrycarryairYt.ouairYtou
")itoutit;)!(,.out .

Much of the land used and occuoccu-occu-
pied

occu-occuoccu-

pied
¬-

pied byby'NbyNby'NitivesbyNitives' Nativestives has beeriexpro-beeriexprobeenbeeri exp'ro-exp'roexpro' -.-.exp'ro.L;:,-. .LL:;. _-.::" L ,:.- .

rP
rPxtn
,

xtn } ;9j tit ifh; iirIrI '

v;; rdrdaa'. rrl' KNwt1riW : f'sifsi '; 'ththppriatedpriatedinin vanous.waysvanousways. since the
purchasepUr aSe ., off ,Alaska'fAlaskafAlaska .:','tDuriDg'DuringDuring'During :

' itsit , ,

efirstfirstfmtfirstfirstyearsyearsvyeariyears,; AlaskiawasAlaSk' was left with--withWith-with-

out
With-

out
- -,'

out ., administrativeadmirtistratiVe V':ti !,, supervision
I<,wha'teverwhateverWh

'

tever:1mntever1mn::; ;fln'lnln' :> 188p18891880 , "au\buf3"auaubuf3"altalt""all ,
\ but3pbut ;: 30", ,

' ofof-ofthe;- theth '>' 300whites300 #;,whites!-' tes t;.dd..denivinthehthenenivin}.livingliving,.living ,

-, in
'
AlaskaAlask ;'werewere' werewere*' inm'SitkaTmSitkaT' Sitka . r-

1

,+
T ' UntilUntil-

thethetheOrgaiiiolAct'of-,1884theOrgaiiiolAct'oftheOrgaiiiolActof,18841884,OrganicOrga ActJAct' 'of0f-,1884white0f,1884white1884white0f,1884white-
dahns't

--,*, 1 884-884884white;;- white
dahns'tdahnstclaims ' to landlandwer?; werewere"forbiddenwereforbidden!:" forbidden ,
butbut.evenbutevenbute., even'en" then-thenthennotheniioeffective'ina-rtheniioeffective'inatheniioeffectiveinartheniioeffective'ina-
rchineryas

-'
,
;
, no ;'"; '-

effective
e-

ffective
' ff<ictive .ina-.ina..'.in-

achinerywasset
' na-nan-

ach
- ,.

chinerywassetchierychineryas
;

",. was'swass, set(' t tip'liplip' forjand'useforjanduseforJand'use.tforJanduse.tforJandusetforland,
' use ,.,,.

ororr"' 'apprappr'appropriation'MinersappropriationMiners' appropriationpriatio : ;. ! 'Miners
'-

canneries
c-

anneries' iners ;, 8furfurfu-
rt

fur-

tfaderstraderstfaderstaders , missionariesmissionanes ,, canneries ,
aridand settlerssettl rs with variousyariousyarious'interestsyariousinterestsyarious'interest-
ssimply"squatted

'interests'interestinterest,
simply1si11plyr'sq1plyrsqsimply"squattedsimplysquatted' "squattedsquatted"' attd"' , onToon ° desirabledesiiabledesirable-

land

'

land ' and tookt ok'outokoutout-toutt'out-'out'outvaluable' -- valuablevaluabte're-valuabte'revaluabterevaluabte'res-
ources

'- re-rere-

sources
re-

sources
--

. sources withoutwithwithoutregard.forwithoutregardforut .regardregard.rr.., gard !:. forfQr NaNa-Na-

tiv
Na-

tive
¬-

tivetiv title . .UsuallyUsually. , theythethey'were'-

were
w- ere'-

wer
w- er'-

were
w- ere' asas-

much
as-

muchmuch unawareWtinwareaware of thatth t titletitl asass thethe-
Natives

the-
NativesDativesNatives themselvesthemselvs. ' A large partpart-
of

part-
ofof such appropriation took placeplace-
lvithin

,
withinlvithinth (' , establishedestablish d ;: Native'' ,.

com-comcom.-

TUngits

com,1-

1J

com-
1

-
,11J11J, 1 munities ;'(;'especially"amongespeciallyamong'especially"amongthe' special1yamong.,{, " the-the'-: .,.

,;'.TUngitsTUngitsTlin8itsTlingits.,=Tlin8itsindandind HaidasHaid3s ,
.
who felffelt thet1ieth'eNtheN

'

;+44-

firstfkfirstr. flrstjfirst g|,, pressurepresspressrepressurere , Closinglosingslosing(; '
*
+ manylofmanyy a'ofaof''ofofrtrt'fy7i't7it',11t11t, their most'most

'

valuable sitessite ):' 'f-5'ff5' .t'!%- fl'j//l'jljx')/;*-' '/l'jWhen1,
., When the- .Tlingitsthe- Tlingitsthe.- Tlingitsthe- TlingitstheT' ., ingits and HaidasllaJdasIlaidasHaidas-

asked

'

/askedasked.asked/. for reservationsreseivationsreservations ;, in hopeslopesopes
, off savingsavingsome.,, some of their :; homes ,

'andand'' "-

resources-"sites
"- resourcesr- esources"- sitess-ites"
resources ';-',"'sitessites'sites , theu'itheuitheira-:' pleas" '

; werewwrwerer #ignoredi'signoredisgorecLignoredgorecL;' ,' Around 1902 ; '

,

'-
enormousenonnousenormous public reserves oforieofoneofoiIeofone-

and
ofoiIe-

kind
,

kind-kind '- and
a- nd'- and
a- nd'. and ' another 'beganbegan' to.to,. bebe-

set
be-

setset aside forfonnational\ national forests ,

wildlifewildliferefugeswildlifedlife -refugesrefuges*'- refuges1efuges , .andand.,
,

nationalnati al '

monuments : 'TheThe' The building ofof-

the
,

AV.thetVthetJJth
.ththe bS$AlaskaJ\IasbJIasb\ -. RaflroadfRilrilradRailroadad,

'
µfain H914U9f4z 191'41914' ,;;

§;;ppeppehedppenedd ( the ti Interior,5Interior5IriteiipiIritenorand,., J;* and/andndandinci/: inci-inciinci-

"dentally
inc :-'

"dentallydentallyderitally"' ,;,T7 itself encroached1cro 1Chea ;,"-

on
o-n" onon-

M14valuable.ivalivalM14valuable. ( Valuableable NatiyeNative'
ati.yatiy. , landsl !, asa

,

at
,
Ne-NeNe-

threaten

Ne-NeNe-
nana

-

f\ffn-nn\>-nanaa..
<
f} :;H"xHx(" - .ii. (. 4rfl

:
Wlj

, ;y:ktktL1 ' 1,.L 3" !.)rt; ,;.Ariother.J.senesAriotherJ.senesAriotherJsenes. Aiiother .,series of6f . land grantsgrants , .,

I<
IsUChsUChsuch sasMentalMen tal Health lands ,

'

everieven'. 'ii'!n'TbeforefiStatehogdbefore ; ,

'
tateli cd'i:1begancdi1began) ;':,4began-Tt4beganTt,

,
.-,'fttoftto'toto-

threaten'Indian
.

followingWorldthreatenthratenthrthreaten'IndianthreatenIndianaten Ilndiari* Indian: ", title ;; following
.

World War.IIWarIIWWarr. U11 .
'

AM'AUAUAU7.', , togethertog iher ,. since the , "lawlaw" "
did move into Alaska withwithth aa le-leIe-Iele-

gal
Ie-

ga1system
le-

gal'system
--- ,

ga1systemgal'systemgalsystemgal :,'systemsystem'' and'and' ., a ' conceptcoricept of tt-ttti-titt-

tie
tit-

le
ti-

tie
---;, .

. tietle andandprivateprivate ownershipQwnership of land-landland-
which

-'_
, which nevernneverver

,
hadhadahad-ahada-aa-, a '-

place
p-

lace
'-

place
p-

lace'place in NaNNa-NaNa-

tive'eulture
¬.-

tivetive'eulturetiveeulture' cultureulture ,, much oftheof ;
, the origiorigi-origi-

nal
origi-

nal
-¬-

nal Natives-usedNativesusedNative-used'landNativeused'landusedlandNative-usedNativeused--- ' land has passed

,
intq'ptherintqptherinto'otherintootherintQpassedintQpassedinto'other'. pther handsJumds, . Through'Through"Through'" thel1\el1ethe-
Homestead \mininglandHomestead Act'Act'

Acti'. federal mining-mining-
land law.lawJaw. , federal mining leaselease-
practices

lease-
practicespractices , andnd manymany other actsacts-
of

acts-
ofof CongressjtheCongress ,thethe

'-

goyemmel
g-

oyemmel
'government} hashas-

turne
has-

turnedturneturned, CverJover? :. to , non-NativenonNativeorrNativ- peo-peopeo-
pIe

'peo-'peopeo'peo-

ple

' --
pieple ;:,

,
, and , companiescOlIJpamescompanies1theJ1 the '; title 'toto'to-

large
' toto-

large, largeand.valuable'parts"ofAla-rlargeand.valuablepartsofAlarlargeand.valuable'parts"ofAlalargeandvaluablepartsofAlarlarge ;; Mdandvaluable
'

., valua e ':
, partSpartspfAla-partspfAlapartspfAla-

skaA
:"

; pfAla-rpfAlar,.,--,
ska.f'jiska.fjiskafjiska.t-kska.tkska.tskatkpfAlarska.tkskaA.

,
-;', NumerbusfgoyernmentalNumeraristgovernmentalNumeraristgovernmental-

t

um
'

us 'tt' .soyesoye. ental
<

agenciesagencies havehavo'alsohavoalsoalso acquired land . t,tt-

l.; -ll.-= 3. . 'tt' , !:''
SWi, RwCa'} SE"TSET" " nJ\J:' ,

'\ :.aN-aNaNrs'':., _, -:'rs" .,..;

,

I

Titles already issued are recogrecog-recogrecog-
nized

1

¬-recognizednized as irrevocable ':, under the
AmericanAniericaritheAniericaritheAmericanAmerican-AmericanAmericanlegal

.-
legallegalII>, system , thoughthOJlghlthorighthOJlgh-

such
lthorigh-

such
,

erlfknownsuch titletitles. , werwere!' fnotpnot foformerlyformerly-
known

erlf
known to thetJte Natives . .,

*!tt-

Inge"neralIn'geheralIngeheralInge"neralIngeneralIn '" .sensen.senral.
,

"

ral ,; itt has been easiereasierforforlandiinlandsinOutsidersOutsideisOtsid s toto'gettoget' get title toto landslandi
in ',?AlaskaAlaskaJthanK than :; forfor,J; thethethettheNativ:?t' NatrveNativNa !

people themselvesUthemselves:1themselves1themselves : ( "-;(r"

,

. _ . :. , ,;Jt\Jt\_ _ _ , _ : _ .


