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“QUESTION. - 11: Did ' ‘the
’Umted States take possession of

Alaskan ‘Native 'lands’ by con-

‘quest? -

No. By act of Congress, the:

United States agreed in a treaty
with Russia signed by Secretary

Seward and the Russian Edouar-'
do de Stoeckle at4 a:m. of March’

30, 1867, to pay $7,200,000 for

Alaska Alaska ‘was forma]]y_

turned- over to the United States
at ‘Sitka on October 11 of that
year.:

Although most of the Indnm
lands of the Western United
States, on the continent proper,

 were taken by forced treaties or -
- conquest;- there ‘were no formal

wars between the Alaska Natives
" and the U.S.'Army. Outside,
Indian tribes were treated as in’

dependent - nations possessed of

certain rights, sovereignty, and:
benefits—though they were. still
placed under govemment pro-
tection.”

But within four years after the
the purchase of Alaska, and be-
fore there was any civil govern-
ment up here, Congress had put
an end to the policy of making
treaties with Indians. The Na-
tive ‘people of Alaska were never

forced to make any treaties with-
.the United States or.to sell their o
“'to any. lands or other ptoperty i
- (including fishing: rights), " the: |

land for any price, good or bad.
QUESTION '12: Did the

United States Government, then, -

recognize ‘the" aboriginal title of
the Alaska Natives to their land?
Officially, yes. Ina long series

of .- Congressional -actions: and -

court decisions, the United States

- provided for the use and occupa-
tion of land claimed by the ab-
original tribes of Alaska.. Such
intention was contained in the
‘original pu;'chase treaty, and was
embodied in:the Organic Act of
1884, when: Congress provided
«civil government for Alaska. The
Act specifically states:

That the Indians or other per-
-sons in said district shall not be
disturbedin the possession of any.
lands actually in their use or oc-
cupation or now claimed by
‘them but the terms under which
persons may acquire title to such
lands is reserved for future legis-

~'lation by Congress. . (23 Stat.
24 (1884))..

" This" mtentlon was repnm
by Congress in 1900 and 1912;

‘and summarized 'in a court de-’

cnsxon of August 3,1927:
//Indians; who'are of the ab-

ongmal tribes mhabmng Alaska’
-at. the time of its cession to the
‘United States on March 30, 1867,

and 'who resided upon and: used
and ‘occupied lands therein. for

‘homes and camping places, and

were so in possession on May 17,
1884, and June 6, 1900, and
have not yet. surrendé;ed or a-
bandoned the same, sha_ll not be
disturbed in the possession there-
of _bﬁ; the courts of Alaska. .

e United States has repeat-

edly recognized that aboriginal -

group or “tribal’’ territory with
definable boundaries did exist in
Alaska, and has over.and over

again. re-afﬁrmed that Alaska Na- -

tives have Indian title to all parts
'of Alaska which they have used
‘and occupied, except where the !

government has physically mov-: -

ed in and taken the land away.
Aboriginal _title. was recog-
nized by both'the United States

government and the new State of
.Alaska . m the Statehood Act,

which say

The “State and its people do
agree’ and declare that they for-
.ever disclaim all right and title. .

right or title t0 which may. be

~held by any Indians, Eskimos, or
Aleuts. . ot is held by the Unit-

ed States in trust for said na-
tives. . .” P.L. 85-508, 72 Stat..

339 (1958).

In the same Act Indian lands
were ‘exempted from udelands
granted to the State.

Perhaps the most convincing
of the court cases whichestablish
the. right of Alaska natives to
their lands is:the cash settlement
for lands taken from the Tlingit-
Haida Indians, in a decxs:on by

" the Court of Clmm:

QUESTION 13 Did the Unit-
ed States carry out its promise to
protect/our aboriginal title?

Not entirely. Despite its offi-
cial policy, the government made
‘MO - provision to' carry it out.
Much of the land used and occu-
" pied by Natives has been expro-

priated in vanous ways since the
purchase; of ‘Alaska.’* During its
first years,  Alaska was left with-
out ‘administrative . supervision
whatever.  In’ 1880 all but 30
of the ‘300 whites
in’ Alaska ‘were in Sitka. 'Until
the Organic Act of 1884, white
claims to land were forbldden,

but even then no effective ma-;
chinery was set up for land use
or approprinﬁon “Miners, fur |
~traders, missionaries, canneries,

anid settlers with various interests
simply “squatted” on desirable
land ‘and took out' valuable re-

.sources without regard for Na-

tive title.. Usually they were as
much unaware of that title as the
Natives themselves. A large part

of such appropriation took place
within’ established Natlve' com-

mumtlei
Tlingits ‘?&"a‘l‘ who fel; e
Airst presure, loxing many of

j thexr most valuable sites. |

' When the ‘Tlingits and Ha:das

asked for reservations, in Lopes’
of saving some of their homes
and_ resources: sites, their pleas '

were 1gnored. : Around : 1902,

‘erlormous public reserves of one -
kind and another ‘began to ‘be

set ‘aside . for \ national : forests,

wildlife refuges, and natnonal !

monuments. . The ‘building o

the Alaska . Railroad ‘in 1914

opened  the  Interior, and. inci-

_dentally, ‘itself encroached on

valuable Native lands as at Ne-
nana. '

Another ;series of land grants, :

such as Mental Health lands, even

“before ' 'Statehood; - began to

threaten Indian  title following
World War I1. ;

All together, since the “law”
did move into Alaska with a le-
gal system and ‘a concept of ti-

- tle and private ownership of land -
' which never had a place in Na-

tive culture, much of the origi-
nal Native-used land has passed
into_other hands. Through the

- Homestead Act, federal mining- -

land law, federal mining: lease
practices, and many other acts
of Congress, the government has
turned over. to .non-Native peo-
ple and companies; the title to
large and valuable parts of Ala-

~ska. " Numerbus. governmental
agencxes have also aoqulred land. :

then living

|

Tntlcs already mued are recog- |
nized ‘as irrevocable under the
American_legal system, though

- such titles' were not formerly

known to the Natives.
In general, it has been easier

for Qutsiders to get title to lands

in Alaska ‘than for 'the Nntivn
people them:elves ! ;




