
elmendorfelmendorftobetotobebe
base for aircraft

elmendorf air force base will
serve as the forward deployment base
for the USU S navys new E 6 strategic
communications aircraft operating inin
the pacific USU S sen ted stevens an-
nounced recently

the E 6 isis a modified boeing 707
jet that provides communications bet-
ween the poseidon and trident sub-
marinesmarines and the national command
center the navy plans to purchase
15 E 6 aircraft with as many as eeight

i ht
to be designated for use inin the pacipacific

the E 6 jets will be home based inin
oklahoma with AWACS aircraft but
will continuously operate over the
atlantic and pacific oceans As the
forward deployment base elmendorf
air force base will serve as the rest
andnd refueling site for aircraft operating
in hteate north pacific

the E 6 program isis a top priority
off the joint chiefs of staff for improv-
ingin strategic communications steven
said theme selection ofelmendorf air
force base as the forward location for
the E 6 is another indication of the
growing strategic role our state plays
in the nations defense

stevens said the decision is signifi-
cant because it marks the first time inin
many years the navy has expanded its
alaska operations beyond adakabak he
said he hopeshom this will be the first in
a series otof decisionslecisions to increase the
navys presence in the state

everett pyatt assistant secretary of
the navy informed stevens that all of
the new E 6 aircraft are scheduled to

hbe in operation by the end of 1990
eventuallytheirEventually their activities in alaska

couldouw feedwd to the addition of about 200
41people at elmendorf air force base


