Guest column:

Japanese fishing poses threat to Alaska

by Sen. Johne Binkley

for ihe Tundrs Thines

Many people are aware that foreign
lishing vessels wre twking a large
number of our salmon on the high
SIS

What miay come ds a SUCprise
swome, however, s that the Jupanese
are fishing for salmon within our
200-mile zone, called the U.S. Ex
clusive Economie Zone.  These
Japanese fleers also intercept o large
number  of  Western and  Interion
Adanska salion

Unti) this year, VLS. obmervers have
been allowed on Japanese catcher
vessels. operating i international
waters oft the coast o Alwska, in
cluding the ceniral Bering Seun. 1o
oo compliance with internationil
talmon harvest agreemcents

Currently, there are harvest guotas
an the number ol kimg sulmon the
Jupanese may harvest incidentally 1o
theit dipected pink dnd chum salmon
Lishery

Withouot LIS observers directly on
the catcher vessely, there v oo in-
dependent methid of verifymg the
king sulinon take and little incennive
for the Tapancse high seas fleets o

respect the pegotated king salmon
llllllllL‘\

Because of the depletion ol cenam
king  stocks, particularly  on the
B bskokwim and upper Yukou, special
conservation | measurcs e necded
Agam W ptnt]:s:f. those stin'ks.

The Alnska Department ol Fash and
Game I proposing o eliminate the
directed  king hshery  on the
Kuskokwim River for the second
steanght vear, In addition, o appears
thint restrichons e the chum amd
sockeyve directed hsheries, as well as
the subsistence king fishery, may be
necessary (o protect the depleted king
stixks.

This siation s completely wmac
ceptable 1w ome, gy owell oas the
thousands of Western  Alaska
lishermen who depend on sulmon Tor
mcome and Tood on the bles, Ow
lowal fishermen are being shut down
s that Jupanese fishermen can catch
our salmon moour walers,

The Yukon and Kuskokwim regnm
15 oie of the most econmmically disad
vantaged i the United Stades. Com
mercial fishenies represent the single
st important source of Cashoncome.
yet priduce an average of less than
ST 000 for euch Tisherman annually

ADFAG estimates that the totul
losses from the proposed conservitnm
restrictions on the Kuskokwim fishery
may total ST million this year from i
fishiesy 1 which the total amount pad
tor the fishermen averages $3 milhon
o Yerr

ADF&G estimates that the Japanes:
Neets ke ol TOD 000 Western amnd
[nterior Alaska king salmon annually,
with an additional 60,000 Kings thal
Urop out of the nets and dhie

Vhiese Grgpres doomot include othir
loreign fishing {leets ur-mtiny off the
Alvutian Islapds that wlso Lake o Large
but unkoown number of Western and
Intenior Alnska sulmon

Becatise the Jupanese are fishing for
salmion within the 200-mile zone amnd
i international waters, the Sue ol
Alaska has oo direct influence over the
Japanese Deet activity

However, we coan exert influence
ovier  those whioo represent us in
Washington, DC . amd that is what
wie hope 1o accomplish through Senate
Toint Resolution 34, which [ mtroduc:
ed recently

SIRM requests thar the Nanonal
Oleeinic and Atmosphbenic Admimstra
ton adimdnistrator ol fssue  the
]:,Ip.:llll.*\lf o ITarmne I'I'IJi:II'lIHl.'a‘ [I'L'I.'Hli.l.
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ish n
LIS waters, until they agree to allow

which they need i order 1o
LS, observers on their  citcher
vessels. In addition, 1l requests that the
NOAA sdnunistrator  reduce  the
number of manpe mamaonals that nay
he tiken by the Japanese.

We hope that a reduced mamber of
marine mammils taken by the
Japanese will result i a reduced
number of Western and  Interio
Alaska salmon  harvested by the
lapanese fleets.




