
Writer CriticizesCriticizes-
AFN

Criticizes-
AFNAFN ConstitutionConstitutionDe-
arDear Editor :

Now that we see'theseetheseerthe' InteriorI nterior Department proposed bill , aqq-
pattern

a-
patternpattern becomes clear and it isjs one that shouldsho'uldsho'uldmakeshouldmake'

make us pausepause-
to

pause-
toto consider just what is taking place andandwhowho is influencinginfluencing-
whom

influencing-
whomwhom .

In the hastilyhastilyassembledassembledassembledassembledconvention:;, convention at AnchorageAnch.orage. , the groupgroup-
voted

group-
votedvotedvotedaa constitution and byby-lawsbylaws- laws whichwhichemphasizedemphasized the smallsmall-
village

small-
village

_ .
village concept . Earlier , the Statetae.hadtaehadtae.hadmadea! . hadhadmadeamade-mademadeamade-aa. -- a-aaproposal- proposalpropo-salproposal- thatthat-that-
vi

that-
villages

"- - - - -

villagesvi lIages be giveng ivel"! outright deed to a portion of landlandsurroundsurroundsurround-surround-
ing

surround-
ing

¬-
ing them . Now the very same embodimentembod iimentment is found in thethe-
I

the-
nterior

the-
InteriorInteriornteriorI Department draft of thetht: CongressionalCongres sional bill . HasHas-
someone

Has-
someonesomeone somewhere made a commitment that they willw lt try toto-
get

to-
getget the Alaska native to accept this ? Why does this current ofof-
idea

of-
ideaidea run throughthroughallall the various plans ? ByBynono stretchstretchofof thethei-
m

the-
imaginationimaginationim lg ination can the Arctic Slope villagesvi IIIIagesages. exist on ana n area of
50,0005000050,000acres, acres . From actualactualexperienceexperience , it takes at least 1,0001000, ,
000000acresacres to sustain in goodgoodshapeshape 17001700reindeerreindeer . And BarrowBarrow-
alone

Barrow-
alonealone consumes over 4000 caribou annuallyan1.uallyan1uallyan1.uallyandannuallyand!. and theytheyareareare-
somewhat

are-
somewhatsomewhat larger than the reindeerrejndeer . In 2525-years25years- years , the needneedwillwillwill-
almost

will-
almostalmost double .

The associations who lent strengthstrfngth; to the villages byby-

combining
by-

combiningcombining ethnically similar groupsgroups were a step forward in thethe-
power

the-
powerpower inherent in the native vote . These associations werewere-
instrumental

were-
instrumentalinstrumental in creating the interest in a statewide native'native'native-
conference

' native-
conferenceconference . Without the concerted drive of the people behi ndnd-

the
nd-

thethe associations this wouldwouldnevernever have come to pass a yearyear-
ago

year-
agoago in September . The intent at this time was to form a feder-federfeder-
eration

feder-
eration

feder-
eration

--
eration ofofassociationsassociations ; notnottoto delve into the area of the indiindi-indiindi-
vidual

indi-
vidual

¬-
vidualvidualassociationassociation operations , but to give weight andandstrengthstrengthstrength-
toto the overalloverallvoicevoice of the native peoples bybyatilyingapplyingatilying{jlyirig statestate-statestate-
wide

state-
wide

¬-
wide political pressure .

Yet on studying the constitution and byby-lawsbylaws- laws , we seesee-
emerging

see-
emergingemerging from the cocoon of incubation an entirely differentdifferent-
type

different-
typetype ofoforganizationorganization than whichwhichwaswas originally planned . It , inin-
effect

in-
effecteffect , becomes another competing association by the veryvery-
wording

very-
wordingwording of its constitution and byby-lawsbylaws- laws , committed to comcom-cocom-
pete

¬-

pete in the statewidestatewi e area against the associations alreadyalready-
formed

already-
formedformedformedandandandwhowho have carried the burden so far , for the supportsupport-
ofof individualsindividuals andandviandvillagesvillagesvi lIages . Nowhere in the formatfo mat of'Of' the newnew-
assoc

new-
associationassociationassoc iation is recognitionrecogn ition given to the existing associationsassociations-
who

associations-
whowho gave birth to the idea of this , what was supposed to be aa-
federation

a-
federationfederation ofofassociationsassociations . That those villages who in thethe-
meeting

the-
meetingmeeting last September were not then formed into associationsassociations,,
was taken into considerationconsideraticonsiderati 01m . They couldcouldeithereither , (a ) bandband-
together

band-
togethertogether or , ( b ) join .existingassociationan.existingassociationan.existin-

g

anexistin-

g
an existing.existing.. associationassoci-ationassociation- . -

How , may IIaskask , willwillanan independent village of 300300receivereceivereceive-
equa

receive-
equalequalequaequalrepresentationIIrepresentationrepresentation under the present constitution , withwithananan-
association

an-
associationassociation that numbers some four andandaa half thousandthousand-
members

thousand-
membersmembers ?

To recreateecreate what was in the originaloriginatoriginatmotionoriginalmotionmotion callingcalli ng for aa-
statewide

a-
statewidestatewide organization , the boardboardofofofgovernorsgovernors will have to dodo-
immediate

do-
immediateimmediate , radicalradicalandand definite surgery on the constitution andand-
bylaws

and-
bylawsbyby-lawsbylaws- laws so tF\attFatth.atthat.\ it at least bears some resemblance to thethe-
intended

the-
intendedintendedintendedoriginaloriginaloriginalcreationcreation . To return to village concept isis-
to

is-
toto play the game in weakness andandonon the terms the State amiand -

the Federal government want . Under thethe State and InteriorInterior-
Dep

Interior-
DepartmentDepartmentDeprtmentDep rtment bill , we windwindupup with LESS than we actually havehave-
at

have-
atat present . We MUST NOTNOTplayplay into that trap .

We have our vehicle for statewide native action ; we mustmust-
not

must-
notnot abandon it, but we must be prepared to alter it to conformconform-
toto the originalor ginal blueprint so it willwil1 be effective andandQandoaQo represenrepresen-represen-
tation

represen-
tation

-¬-
tation of the organizedorganizedpowerpower ofofourour people .

Yours truly ,

AhAhbayokbaybayokok


