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( Editor'sEditors' Note : LowellLowell-
Thomas

Lowell-
ThomasThomas , Jr ., is a StateState-
Senator

State-
SenatorSenator in the AlaskaAlaska-
legislature

Alaska-
legislaturelegislature . )

May 12 , '6767-
The

67-
The

67-
TheThe EditorEditor-
NOME

-"NOME NUGGETNUGGET-
Nome

NUGGET-
NomeNome , AlaskaAlaska-

Dear

Alaska-

DearDear Mr . Editor-EditorEditor-
I

Editor-
have

: -
I have just seen thethe-

TUNDRA
the-

TUNDRATUNDRA TIMES AprilApri I 2121-

reprint
21-

reprintreprint ofofyouryour editorialeditorial-
entitled

editorial-
entitledentitled "HandwritingHandwriting" On TheThe-
Wall

The-
WallWall " in whichwhichyouyou havehave-
reached

have-
reachedreachedreachedanan understandable butbut-
nevertheless

but-
neverthelessnevertheless wrongwrongconconcon-conconc-

lusion'that

con-
clusion

¬-
'

clusionclusion'tha-
t

clusiontha-
t

that IIamam no longer aa-
friend

a-
friendfriendfriendofof the folks up in youryour-
part

your-
partpart of the country - all

because IIvotedvotedvotedagainstagainstagainst-
House

against-
HouseHouse Joint Resolution 2121-
which

21-
whichwhichwhichcalledcalledcalleduponupon CongressCongress-
toto invoke a federal ConstiConsti-Consti-
tutional

Consti-
tutional

-¬-
tutional Convention for thethe-
stated

the-
statedstatedstatedpurposepurpose ofconsideringofconsideringconsidering-
thethe soso-calledsocalled-called "DirksenDirksen"Dirksen-
Amendment

"Dirksen-
Amendment

"
Amendment "" , an amendmentamendment-
that

amendment-
thatthat wouldwouldpermitpermit statestate-
legislatures

state-
legislatureslegislatures across thethe-
nation

the-
nationnation to elect one house onon-
a

on-
aa basisbas is other than populationpopu IIationation .

You have concluded thatthat-
those

that-
thosethose ofofusus who defeated thisthis-
resolution

this-
resolutionresolution in the Senate areare-
sympathetic

are-
sympatheticsympathetic onlyonlywithwith thethe-
city

the-
citycity voters and"3and3and"2and2and "'" that mym-
y"sympathies

m-
y"sympathies"sympathiessympathies" lie onlyonlywithwith thethe-
maiority

the-
majoritymajoritymaiority ofofvotersvoters . "

Now , Mr . Editor , let meme-
continued

me-
continued

me-

continued( continuedcontinuedonon page 6)6)
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explain my action on this-
resolution

thisthis-
resolresolutionresol ution in the Senate , but-
first

butbut-
firstfirst letIetI et me inform you and-
your

andand-
youryour readers that IIamam NOTNONOT-
going

TT-
goinggoing to be a statewidestatewide-
cand

statewide-
candidatecandidatecand idate for anything in; n

' 68 ; my term in the state-
Senate

state-statestate-
Senate

state-
Senate

-

Senate is for four yearsyear s andand-
will

II-

wiwillwiwillserveIIIIserveserve there for at leastleast-
that

least-
thatthat long . IIamam writing solelysolely-
because

solely-
becausebecause I don'tdont' likeI ike to see-
misunderstanding

seesee-
mimisunderstandingsunderstandingmi go un-
challengedthe

un-unun-
challengedthe

un-
challengedthe

-

challenged-thechallengedthe-- result can-
only

cancan-
onlyonly be an undesirable inin-inin-

crease
in-

crease
¬--

crease in sectionalism .

First ofofallall , I have stated-
publicly

statedstated-
publiclypublicly many times thatthat-
regret

II-

regretregret the downgrading of.-"" geographicalgeographicalrepresentationrepresentation inin-
our

in-
ourour legislature . However , I dodo-
not

do-
notnot believebel iieveeve that a national-
Constitutional

nationalnationa II-

ConstitutionalConstitutional Convention isis-
the_ the way to remedy the-
situation

thethe-
situationsituation . SuchSuchaa conventionconvention-
would

convention-
wouldwouldwouldnotnot necessarily bebe-
I

be-
limitedlimitedimitedI to consideration of ththethe-
HDirksen

the-
"Dirksen"DirksenDirksenHDirksen" Amendment .,

n"nManyManyMany-
other

Many-
otherother constitutionalconstitutionalchangeschangeschanges-
might

changes-
mightmight be proposed . AnythingAnythAnything-
could

inging-
couldcould happen ! I believe that-
our

thatthat-
ourour Constitution , although-
perhaps

althoughalthough-
perhapsperhaps not perfect , hashas-
served

has-
servedservedservedusus wellwellasas AmericaAmerica-
has

America-
hashas developed into thethe-
richest

the-
richest

the-
richestrichest , most powerfulpowerfulnationnationnation-
on

-
on earth . The callingcat I ing ofofsuchsuchsuch-
aa convention couldcou Id be likelike-
burning

like-
burningburning down the house to get

ridridofof the mice !

In votingvotingagainstagainst thisthis-
resolution

this-
resolutionresolution IIalIalsoalsoal so resented thethe-
pressure

the-
pressurepressure that was brought toto-
bear

to-
bearbear uponupo n many ofofusus in thethe-
Senate

the-
SenateSenate by the aides of SenatorSenator-
Dirksen

Senator-
DirksenDirksen , via the long distance-
phone

distancedistance-
phonephone . I don'tdont' like having mymy-
arm

my-
armarm twisted in the middle ofof-
the

of-
thethe night , as was the case .

Those ofofusus in the statestate-
Senate

state-
SenateSenate who votedvotedagavotedagainstagainst-
this

againstaga in stst-
thisthis convention - calling-
resolution

callingcalling-
resolresolutionresol ution diddidsoso primarilypriprimariprimarily-
because

mari IyIy-

becausebecause we fearedfearedwhatwhat couldcoucould-
happen

IdId-

happenhappen ififourour nation'snationsnation's-
Constitution

nation's-
Constitution

'

Constitution were openedopenedupupup-
to

up-
toto amendment ; this includesincludes-
ourour most able MajorityMajority-
Leader

Majority-
LeaderLeader , Brad Phillips whowho-
acted

who-
actedacted in a highly responsibleresponsible-
manner

responsible-
mannermanner as an Alaskan andandananan-
American

an-
AmericanAmerican legislator . YouYou-
can't

You-
can'tcan'tcant' imagine the pressure hehe-
withstood

he-
withstoodwithstood from the nationalnational-
level

national-
levellevel !

Finally , Mr . Editor , IIurgeurgeurge-
you

urge-
youyou to examine the votingvoting-
record

voting-
recordrecordrecordofofofallall LegislatorsLegisldorsLegislctorsLegisldors-
during

Legislctors-
duringduring this last session ; II-

thinkthinkthinkyou'dyou'dyoud' ,. be surprized toto-
see

to-
seesee just how many friendsfriends-
your

friends-
youryour readers have in thethe-
Leg

the-
LegislatureLegislatureLeg ; slslatureature .

Thank you . Best wisheswishes-wiwishes-

Sincerely

shes-shesshes-

Sincerely

-

Sincerely yours ,

Lowell Thomas , Jr .


