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ST ., LAWRENCE ISLANDISLANDVOMENTwo\VOMEN-TwoVOMENTwoWOMEN-TwoWOMEN\ - elderly women on St .

Lawrence IslandIslandareare carryingcarryingonon a conversationconv rsation , perhapsperhaps-
talking

perhaps-
talkingtalkingtalkingaboutabout some people they knew in Siberia 3838milesmilesmiles-
from

miles-
fromfrom the island . The islanders speak the same dialect asas-
their

as-
theirtheir counterparts in Siberia .

GrueningGrJening! , Assistant EnjoyEnioyEnioy-
Walrus

Enjoy-
WalrusWalrus CarnivalCarnivalatat Savoonga

By GEORGE SUNDBORGSUNDBORG-

SAVOONGA

SUNDBORG-

SAVOONGASAVOONGASA VOONGA , ALASKA , MayMa-
y8This88-8-8This8-This8This-This Eskimo village ,

located some 4,5004500, milesmiles-
and

miles-
and( and six times zones ) westwest-

northwest
west-

northwestnorthwest of Washington ,

D . C . , on StSt.. LawrenceLawren IslandIslanc4Islanc4-
which

,

which extends to withinwi thin 3838-
miles

38-
milesmiles of the Siberian mainmain-main-
land

main-
land

¬-
land , has been host this weekweek-
to

week-
toto Senator Ernest GrueningGruenin-
gDAlaska

Gruenin-
gDAlaska<( DD-AlaskaDAlaska_-Alaska ) and his adminadmin-admin-

istrative
admin-

istrative
¬--

istrative assistant , GeorgeGeorge-
Sundborg

George-
SundborgSundborg .

The AlaskaAla ska senator waswas-
chief

was-
chiefchief guest of hon or at thethe-
annual

the-
annualannual SavoongaSavoongaWalrus-WalrusWalrus'Walrus'Walru-
sFestival

-' Walru-
sFestivalFestival , held last SaturdaySaturday-
and

Saturday-
andand Sunday ., Senator GrueningGruening-
took

Gruening-
tooktook advantage of his three-
day

three-threethree-
day

three-
day

-
day ' stay on the remote islandisland-
to

island-
toto pay visits also to GambellGamGambe II11II-
and

1-
1andand Northeast Cape .

That the visit ofofaa UnitedUnited-
States

United-
StatesStates senator is a memorablememorable-
event

memorable-
eventevent in this part of the worldworld-
is

world-
isis attested to by the fact thatthat-
dozens

that-
dozensdozens of Eskimo residentsresidents-
have

residents-
havehave come up to SenatorSenator-
Gruening

Senator-
GrueningGruening to recall that theythey-
shook

they-
shookshook hands with him the lastlast-
time

last-
timetime he visited St . LawrenceLawrence-
Island

Lawrence-
IslandIsland , 25 years ago when hehe-
was

he-
waswas the governor of Alaska .

They saysay they rememberremember-
that

remember-
thatthat heIEIEcamecame to GambellGambellwithwithwith-
Colonel

with-
ColonelColonel Marvin S8 . "MuktukMuktuk" "
Marston , then a major , toto-
organize

to-
organizeorganize a unit of the AlaskaAlaska-
Territorial

Alaska-
TerritorialTerritorial Guard , referred toto-
still

to-
stillstillstillasas it was in those WorldWorld-
War

World-
WarWar II days as "thethe"" ATG ."

Most of the ATGA TG officers ofof-
the

of-
thethe GambellGambolGambellunit! unit are nownow-
de

now-
dadeaddedadead"thoughdaad'thoughad"thoughadthoughad'though,*"' though Senator GrueningGruening-
waswas able to visit one survivorsurvivex',

Herbert Apassingok , who isis-
bedridden

is-
bedriddenbedridden at his home in thethe-
little

the-
littlelittle village of Gambell..

The Eskimo inhabitants ofof-
all

of-
allallallagesages recall to SenatorSenator-
Gruening

Senator-
GrueningGruening also that he

succeeded in arrangingalTanging anan-
emergency

an-
emergencyemergency delivery of food toto-
the

to-
thethe village when on hishis-
earlier

his-
earlierearlier visit he discovereddiscovered-
that

discovered-
thatthat the islanders were facingfacing-
hunger

facing-
hungerhunger because theytleytiny hadhad-
taken

had-
takentaken jobs on defense basebase-
construction

base-
constructionconstruction on the islandisland-
instead

island-
insteadinstead of following theirtheiri-
mmemorial

theiri-
mmemorialimmemorial custom of layinglaying-
inin a winter foodfoodsupplysupply byby-
hunting

by-
huntinghunting walrus , sealsealandandandotherotherother-
marine

other-
marinemarine mammals in the icyicy-
waters

icy-
waterswaters surrounding the islandisland-
in

island-
inin thethemiddlemiddle of the BeringBering-
Sea

Bering-
SeaSea .

St . Lawrencenvrence actually isn'tisntisn't-
exactly

isn't-
exactly

'
exactly in the middle of thethe-
seaseaa whichwhichseparatesseparates SiberiaSiberia-
and

Siberia-
andand Alaska . It is muchmuchcloserclosercloser-
toto the AsiaticASH tic side . Within 5050-
miles

50-
milesmiles of.of. Gambell 1400 people

who speak the same EskimoEskimo-
dialect

Eskimo-
dialectdialect as thetre 850 NativeNative-
peoplepeopleople illm<n St81.. LawrenceLawren IslaiIslandIslanlIslanl-
live

:
live in three villagesvillages-villages-
Chaplina

villages-
Chaplina

-
Chaplina , Avon and KiwakKiwak-Kiwak-
on

-
on the Chuhotski Peninsulapeninsuh. inin-
Siberia

in-
SiberiaSiberia . Savoonga is 180 milesmiles-
southwest

miles-
southwestsouthwest of Nome; GambellGambell-
isis 60 miles farther west .

The Eskimos on St .

Lawrence Island are of thetretre-
same

the-
samesame culture and bloodbloodasasas-
those

as-
thosethose in Siberia . They cannotC1cannot-
understand

nnotnnot-
understandunderstand the two mainmain-
dialects

main-
dialectsdialects of Eskimos living onon-
the

on-
thethe Alaska mainland , butbut-
could

but-
couldcouldcouldconverseconverse readily withwith-
their

with-
theirtheir Siberian relativesre latives .

There was considerable interinter-inter-
marriage

inter-
marriage

¬-
marriage and , other interinter-inter-
mingling

inter-
mingling

¬-
mingling among EskimosEskiIIo! s ofof-
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./-, St. Lawrence Island and thethe-
U&S.R

the-
U.SJS.RU&S.RUS.RUSRU.SJS.RUSJS.RUSJSR. & . . in earlier days .

As rerererec ntly as 1947 huntershunters-
fran

hunters-
frmfronfranfrm the islandislandmetmet theirtheir-
Siberian

their-
SiberianSiberian counterparts in skinskin-
boats

skin-
boatsboats in the middle of the seasea-
between

sea-
betweenbetween the two landlandarealandareasareasarea s .
But since then no EskimoEskimo-
hunters

Eskimo-
huntershunters from the Russian sideside-
have

side-
havehave been seen by the AlaskaAlaska-
hunters

Alaska-
huntershunters , though the St .

Lawrence men venture as farfar-
westward

far-
westwardwestward in quest of thethe-

a
the-

Wilrus
the-

va\\aavaWilrus\\ Irus as ever .

It is believed that thethe-
Russians

the-
RussiansRussians have ' moved manymany-
of

many-
ofof the. Siberian Eskimos fromfrom-
their

from-
theirtheir villagesillages to the largestlargest-
settlement

largest-
settlementsettlement in the area ,
ProvideniyaProvjdeniya , and sett them toto-
work

to-
workwork in industries moremore-
sophisticated

more-
sophisticatedsophisticated than hunting .

( Provideniya is ttetmth terminalterminal-
point

terminal-
pointpoint mentionsmentio d in the appliappli-appli-
cation

appli-appliappli-
cation

-¬-
cation of Alaska Airlines , nownow-
on

now-
onon filef e with the Civil AeroAero-AeroAero-
nautics

Aero-
nautics

¬-
nautics Board , for certificertifi-¬--

cation of an airairrouteroute betwBbet\\9bet9bet\ enen-
Nome

en-
NomeNome and Siberia . )

Senator Gruening , whoiwholwhowho-
lvisited

who-
visitedvisited the St . LawrenceLawrence-
Island

Lawrence-
IslandIsland villages in the coursecourse-
of

course-
ofof investigations of whatwhat-
needs

what-
needsneeds to be done to imprimproeimproe-
the

ovewewe-
the

,

the conditions under whichwhich-
Alaska

which-
AlaskaAlaska Natives live , waswas-
impressed

was-
impressedimpressedimpressedwithwith the fact thatthat-
the

that-
thethe answers for suchsuchremoteremoteremote-
and

remote-
andand relatively unspoiledunspoiled-
communities

unspoiled-
communitiescommunities as.asns. GambellGambellandandand-
Savoonga

and-
SavoongaSavoonga should probably bebe-
quite

be-
quitequite different than forfor-
vilh

for-
vilhgesvilkgesvilhgesvilh ges on the AlaskaAlaska mainmain-main-
land

main-
land

¬-
land where, there is a moremor-
epersistent

mor-
ersistentpersistentrsistent influence off thethe-

white
the-

whitewhite man'smans' culture andandwaywayway-
of

way-
ofof life.

Village educational , healthhealth-
and

health-
andand living conditions shouldshould-
be

should-
bebe improved , Senator GrueningGruening-
said

Gruening-
saidsaid , without any effort toto-
turn

to-
turnturn the-thetheEskimo-' EskimoEs kimo towardtm<towardaardardaa newnew-
economy

new-
economyeconomy based on cash wageswages-
and

wages-
andandandnewnew pursuits . This is

possible on St . LawrenceLawrence-
Island

Lawrence-
IslandIsland and perhaps in a fewfew-
other

few-
otherother locationslocatimslocaticns such asas-
Nunivak

as-
NunivakNunivak Island and the highhigh-
Arctic

high-
ArcticArctic because the walrus andand-
other

and-
otherother animals on which thethe-
pecple

the-
peqlepeoplepecplepeqle have always basedbased-
their

based-
theirtheir way of life are stillstill-
abundant

still-
abundantabundant andandcontactscontacts withwith-
socalled

with-
socalledsoso-calledsocalled-called "civilizationcivilization" " areare-
infrequent

are-
infrequentinfrequent and slight .

The senator said he waswas-
impressed

was-
impressedimpressed with the obviousobvious-
fact

obvious-
factfact that the people in the St .

Lawrence villages are happierhappier-
than

happier-
thanthan most of theirtleirthoir fellow-fellowfeIlow-feIlowfellow-
Americans

feIlow-
Amt

fellow-
American

-
AmericansAmericanAmt ricanss , although they dodo-
not

do-
notnot have much in the way ofof-
mHterial

of-
rnterialmaterialmHterialrnterialmHterialwpalthrnterialwealthwealthwpalthwpalthorwealthoror eveneven-
comfort

even-
comfortcomfort . In three days on thethe-
island

the-
islandisland the senator diddidnotnotnot-
hear

not-
hearhear one complaint or seesee-
one

see-
oneone evidence of jealousy ofof-
one

of-
oneone person or group for anyany-
other

any-
otherother .

"TheThe" Eskimo, " SenatorSenator-
Gruening

Senator-
GrueningGruening said , "possessespossesses"possesses-
all

"
all the.. attributes we ., say wewe-
admire

we-
admireadmire but which so few ofof-
us

of-
usus exhibit . He is cheerful ,

patient , honest , hardhardworkingworking ,
generous and kind . There areare-
no

are-
nono finer people anywhere ."

The senator did discover aa-
few

a-
fewfew conditions which needneed-
improvement

need-
improvementimprovement . All improveimprove-
shortcomings

improve-
shortcomingsshortcomings of the whitewhite-
man's

white-
man'sman'smans' government rather thanthan-
any

than-
anyany lacklalackonckckonon the part of thethe-
Eskimo

the-
EskimoEskimo inhabitants . TheThe-
senator

The-
senator

The-
senatorsenator said he would movemove-
immediately

move-
immediatelyimmediately to try to obtainobtain-
for

obtain-
forfor Savoonga without furtherfurther-
delay

further-
delaydelay :

1)1)) A new school building .

A totaltotalofof 125 pupils in gradesgrades-
one

grades-
oneone through eight are attendingattending-
classes.classesclasses.< classes in split shifts in aa-
20yearold

a-
20yearold2020-year-old20yearoldold two and-year- oneone-oneone-
half

-
half room wooden schoolschool-
building

school-
buildingbuilding ;

2)2) A village water supply .

Efforts to drive a well havehave-
failed

have-
failedfailed , with the resultre suIt thatthat-
villagers

that-
villagersvillagers must melt iceice .toto'to'to-
obtain

.' to.to-

obtainobtain water inin thetmtin <, winterwmter andand-
must

and-
mustmust bring a supply form aa-
distant

a-
distantdistant creek in thetmthotmsummerthosummersummer .

AllAllmustmust be boiled ;

3)3) Efficient equipment forfor-
clearing

for-
clearingclearing snow fromfran thetiethotieairthoairairair-
strip

air-
stripstrip . The oldold"cat"catcat" " providedprovided-
by

provided-
byby the Division of AviationAviation-
ofof the State of AlaskaAla ska cannotcannot-
cope

cannot-
copecope withwithsnowsnow falls as heavyheavy-
asas those experienced duringduring-
the

during-
thethe recent winter , whichwhich-
caused

which-
causedcausedcausedairair service to bebe-
curtailed

be-
curtailedcurtailed for nearly a month .
Though this is a state ratherratmrrathorratmr-
than

rathor-
thanthan a federal problem ,

Senator Gruening said hehe-
would

he-
wouldwould urge Governor WalterWalter-
JJ . Hickel to take appropriateappropriate-
action

appropriate-
actionaction ;

4)4) A public health nurse .

There are no resident doctorsdoctors-
oror nurses on StS1.. LawrenceLawrence-
Island

Lawrence-
IslandIsland , whichwhichmeansmeans that -
850 men , women and childrenchildren-
aearea-eaeae- without health care exceptexcetexexcetf-
or

tt-
forfor occasional itinerant nursenurse-
visits

nurse-
visitsvisits . In accidents or otherother-
emer

other-
emergemergenciesemeremerg ncienciess patients must be

airliftedairlifted to Nome or Kotzebue ,
and sometimes the weatherweather-
does

weather-
doesdoes not permit this . SenatorSenator-
Gruening

Senator-
GrueningGruening proposed that locallocal-
girls

local-
girlsgirls from each village mightmight-
be

might-
bebe trainedtrainedasas nurses andand-
stationed

and-
stationedstationedstationedatat Savoonga andand-
Gambell

and-
GambellGambell the rear round 1,1-

SavoongaSavoonga is a young village,,
having been startedstartedonlyonly in
1917 as a reindeer13r indeer herdingherding-
station

herding-
stationstation . AllAllofof the peoplepeople-
there

people-
therethere came from GambellGamoon-GamoonGamoon-
Because

Gambel-
lBecause

7:-
BecauseBecause their average age isis-
lower

isis-
lowerlower , the peopbpeophpeople ofcf SavoongaSavoonga-
areare causing something of aa-
pppulation

a-
pppulationpppulation explosionexplo sion , althoughalthough-
rapid

although-
rapidrapid increases are evidentevident-
inin bothbothvillagesvillages .

Birth controlcontroladviceadvice andand-
devices

and-
devicesdevices are made availableavailable-
by

available-
byby the government , but therethere-
are

there-
areare some problems . TheThe-
"pill

The-
"pill"pillpill*"* pill" is consideredconsiderednotnot thethe-
answer

the-
answeranswer among people suchsuchasasas-asas-
tm

as-
tIE

-

ttetmtIE St. LawrenceLawren IslandIsland-
Eskimos

Island-
EskimosEskimos because of the rigidrigid-
requireIIB

rigid-
requireimrequiremerequireIIBrequireim nt for daily use to bebe-
effective

be-
effectiveeffective in preventingpreventing-
unwanted

preventing-
unwantedunwanted pregnancies . TheThe-
intrauterin

The-
intrauterineintrauterineintrauterine device orr<r "IUDIUD"I'tJDItJD" ' "
is effective , but becausebecE.usebecEusebecLuse. ofof-
the

of-
thethe long intervalint3mb rval betweenbetween-
VB

between-
visvisitsVBvis its by doctors or nursesnurses-
qualified

nurses-
qualifiedqualified to insert them aa-
mother

a-
mothermother often finds herselfherself-
pregnant

herself-
pregnantpregnant again without intentintent-
following

intent-
followingfollowing the birth ofofaa wantedwanted-
child

',

child .

Civilization on St . LawrenceLawrence-
Island

Lawrence-
IslandIsland is quite old . ThereThere-
are

There-
areare archeological evidencesevidences-
that

evidences-
thatthat people lived on thethe-
island

the-
islandisland 2,0002000, years ago . AnAn-
anCE

An-
ancientanciantancientanCE nt village site ,

Kookoolik , exists five milesmiles-
east

miles-
easteast of Savoonga..

The Walrus Carnival inin-inin-
cluded

in-
cluded

¬-
cluded contests in snowsnON shoeshoe-
racing

shoe-
racingracing , womenwomen'swomens*'s kick ball ,

dog team racing , blanketblanket-
tossing

blanket-
tossingtossing , retrieving sealsealandandand-
tug

and-
tugtug ofofwarwar.

In the last event , a team ofof-
seven

of-
sevenseven burly airmen from thethe-
Air

the-
AirAir Force stationstatimstatic'istatici*' at NortheastNortheast-
Cape

Northeast-
CapeCape was finally draggeddragged-
across

dragged-
acrossacross the marker line byby-
seven

by-
sevenseven relatively slightslight-
Eskimos

slight-
EskimosEskimos who must havehave-
averaged

have-
averagedaveraged 25 poundspcundspnds lighterlighter-
per

lighter-
perper man , this despite the factfact-
the

fact-
thethe airmen hadhadaa slight downdo.vn-do.vndown-do.vn-
hill

down-
hill

. ¬-
hill pull . ItItwaswas explained thatthat-
the

that-
thethe airmen were slightly outout-
of

out-
ofof condition through beingbeing-
indoors

being-
indoorsindoors allallwinterwinter . OthersCthersCthers-
said

Cthers-
saidsaid the Eskimos always wimwinlwin-
lthe

wim-
thethe tug ofofwarwar , as their handshands-
get

hands-
getget very strong from theirtheir-
hunting

their-
huntinghunting and hauling exploits .

(TO BE CONTINUED )


