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HARRIETdARRIET1-IARRIET1IARRIET- WULF

Chief HarrietHarrietttHussy"HussyHussyttHussy" "" Wulf-WulfWulf--WulfH-

arriet

WulfH-

arriet

WulfH-

arriet
---

Harriet ofShageluk May Be Youngest Elected ChiefChiefatat 19
A young womanwomdn who wasWdwas-

toldtold that "woman'swomans"woman\"womanwoman"womanonly" '\ only functfunct-funct-

Ion

funct-

ion

¬-

ion in10 life was to be domesticdomestic-
and

domestic-
andand bear childrench Ildren , nothingnothmg else ,

,''
is refusingrefusmg to fit comfortablycomfortably-
mto

comfortably-
intointomto that nicheflIche , as,IS shehe isI farfar-

t.m

far-

tootoot.mtm. busy orgam/mgorgammgorgal1l/mgorgal1lorganising/ someoll1e newnew-

prugrall1

new-

programsprogramsprugrall1 for her villagevillage-

Two
village-

Two
village-

TwoTwo weeksweek ago , the TundraTundra-
llme

Tundra-
I

Tundra-
ImesTimesllmeI Imes announced the election ofof-

IlMrlet
of-

HarrietHarrietIlMrlet Wulf to the post ofof-

villdge

of-

villagevillagevilldge council president ofof-

Shageluk
of-

ShagelukShageluk . HarrietHarnetIfarnet , ot01or HussylIussy asas-

she
as-

sheshe was nicknamed by hertier father ,

is perhaps the youngest villagevillage-

president
village-

presidentpresident ever electedelectedmelectedininm AlaskaAlaska-

male
Alaska-

malemale or femalefemale-

Recently
female-

Recel1t1y

female-

ReceptlyRecentlyRecel1t1yReceptly, graduated fromfrom-

Anchorage
from-

AnchorageAnchorage West HighIligh School ,

HussylIussyIlussy is only I9yearsoldI9yearsold-
She

I19q yearyears oldold-

She
old-

SheShe is describeddeSClibeddeSClibedasdescribedasas beingbebeing-

interested
10910-

9mterestcdinterestedmterestcdinterestedininm everythingeverythmgeverythmgreadeverythingreadreadread-read-

mg

read-

ing

¬-

ingmg , sewingsewmg , beadwork , drawingdrawmg ,

paintingpamtlOg , knittingknlltmg , writingwlltmg , visitVISlt-VISltvisit-VISlt-

109

visit-

ing

¬-

ing109 , arguingargumg , sled dog races ,

berry pickingplckmg , cullingcultmgcutting fish , andand-

all

and-

allall the activitiesactlVltle thaithat make up

thistlus thingtiling calledCd lied lifelife-

"With
hlife-

"With
fefe-

"With"WithWith"Witha" a talenttdlent for creativityLfeatlvltyLfeatlvlty-

and
creativity-

andand for graspinggraspmg details , she is

totallytotJlly atdt easecawed C'> inrn whateverwhJtever situasitua-situa-

tion
ltUI, ¬'-

tiontlOO she happenshdppem to find her-herher-

sell

her-

self

-,

sellself,elf "

It was'dd"' ' alterJtterafter her graduationgrddudtlungrddudtlunf-

WIIl
graduation-

fromIfWIIlfromrom the MthHth gradegr.ldegrlde. inrn ShagelukhdgelllkShageluk-

that
hdgelllk-

thdtthatthdt HussyIlussyIluIlussywas' yywawaswa encouragedencullldged byhyhy-

BlA

by-

BIAB1ABlABIA teacherstedchel\tedchelleacherstedchelto\ to go to the In-InIn-

ili.ni

InIn-

dian
-,

ili.niilini.11.11111.11111111dian. . HmhIIlIh11 101! SchooldJOoldJOolrnSchoolininrn ChemawaChern.lwlChernlwlChernawa. , ,.

OregonOretonUrl: onon-

Olle
OregonOneOretonOne

OneOlle teacherleJdler admittedddnlltte thatth.ltthltth.lt-

the
that-

the
.

the school mightnught behe interiormferlOr hutbuthut-

felt
but-

feltfelt itII waswa "fittingfitting"flttmgflttmg" lorfor lemalesfemalefemales, "

anddnd "lorlor"forfor" one olof hertier mentalitymentdhty ., "
ThatTh.ltThlt. was exactly the wrongwrong-

thmg
wrong-

thingthingthmg to saySJY to HussylIussyIlussy Wulf SheShe-

made
hehe-

mademade up her mind that shesitesite-

would
hehe-

wouldwould go to ad schoolschoolofof hertierher-

own
tier-

ownown choosingchoosmg and.lndlnd.lndnotandnot. not oneuric rere-

commended
re-

commendedcommended byhy the BIABIA-

Working
BIA-

Workmg
BIA-

WorkingWorkingWorkmgWorkingininm the NeighborNeighbor-Neighbor-
hood

Neighbor-
hood

¬-

hood YouthVoutltV outlt CorpsCorp' ,. Hi'ssyHissyMissylltMissy-

bought

', sysy-

bOUgiltboughtbOUgilt her own ticket to hair-hairl'alf-l'alflalfFair-Fairhair-

banks
l'alf-

banks
Fair-

banks ' -

banks , livedhved with hertier older sister ,

Reva , and attendedaltended LathropLat1uopLat1uop-
III

Lathrop-
HighHighIII h SchoolSchool-

She
School-

She
School-

SheShe quickly rose to the( tic toptop-

Continued

top-

Continued

top-

Continued( Continued on page 6)66t)



Chief Harriet . . .
( Continued tromfrom page 1)11-

)of
I1-

)of

)

of the class , bothbothaCJJemlcallbothacademicallyacademicallyaCJJemlcallacademically-
and

}'
and otherwiseolherwl e The next year ,

she transformedtrdnsformed to AnchorageAnchorJgeAnchorJge-
West

Anchorage-
WestWest High School and livedlivedwithwithwith-

two

with-

twotwo sets of boardingboardmg home parpar-par-

ents
par-

ents

¬-

ents , one of whicliwhich was RobertRobert-
CC PrwinhWlllErwin , AssociateAssoclale Justice toto-

the

to-

thethe Alaska Supreme CourtCourt-

In
Court-

In
Court-

InIn Anchorage , HussylIussy becamebecame-

mvolved
became-

involvedinvolvedmvolved with the work of thethe-

Alaska

the-

AlaskaAlaska Federation of NativesNatives-

and
Natives-

andand soon she began to feefeel)! thethe-

pull

the-

pullpull back to the village to helphdphdp-
m

help-

ininm the great wortworkwor aheaddheadahead-

She
dhead-

She
ahead-

SheShe returned liomehome and anan-anan-

nounced

¬.-

nounced her intent to run forfor-

village
for-

villagevillage council president , clearlyclearly-

statmg
clearly-

statingstatingstatmg her concern and herher-

stand
her-

standstand on all the issues thatthat-

faced
that-

facedfaced the villagevillage-

When
vIllage-

When
village-

WhenWhen electedelectedsheshe said ,, "I'mIm"I'm-

so
"I'm-

so

" ''
so happy1happy ' Now I'mIm'' involved1mvolvedinvolved ' "

On the eve of hertier election ,

HussyHussywrotewrote a letter to RevaRevJ ,

her sisterslste r , another youngyoungwomanwomanwoman-

ho
woman-

whowho\\-hoho\- is "involvedinvolved"lIIvolvedlIIvolved" " , workingworkmgworkmgwIthworkingwithwithwIth-

the
with-

thethe Alaska Native HealthlIealth BoardBoard-

to
Board-

toto upgrade health care forfor-

Alaska
for-

AlaskaAlaska Native people .

Hussy wrote"roterote" , "EveryEvery" ChiefChief-

wants
Chief-

wantswants advice . I want yours .
"

With a mutual respect forfor-

each
for-

eacheacheachotherother , the two sisters areare-

understandably
are-

understandablyunderstandably proudproudofof theirtltCITtltCI-

Tachievements
their-

achievementsachievements , not for themselvesthemselves-
bUI

themselves-
butbutbUI for the opportunity to im1mim-imim-

prove

¬.-

prove Ihethe quality of life for thethe-

native
the-

nativenative people of AlaskaAlaska-

Both
Alaska-

Both
Alaska-

BothBoth beforebetore and after herher-

election
her-

electionelection ., HussyIlussyf has worked as aa-

leacher's
a-

teacher'steacher'steachersleacher'sleachers' aide in the SliagclukShagelukShageluk-

Day
Shageluk-

DayDay School , but thethc people ofof-

hf'r

of-

herherhf'rhfr' village no longerlongerallcall\allall\: hertierher-

"Teach

tier-

"Teach"TeachTeach" .
" TodayTodaysheshe is "ChiefChief"ChlcfChlcf" "


