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The authorJuthur became famousfJIllUUS for hisIus descriptionde CflptlUlI ofufTIILTilT11LL I'LOPLLILOPLLPLOPLLI'LOPLL-
OF

PLOPLL-
OF

''
OF TIILTilLTI IL DEER andlIld, his defensedefens of wolves inm NbVLRNlVLR: CRY WOLF .

After twot\.ot.ot.oo\'. extended tripstnps through Russia'sRussias' Arctic , he hashJS now propro-pro-

duced
pro-

duced

¬-

duced a very readablereadJble descriptiondcscrlptlon ofofcontemporarycontemporary lifeItfe amongamong-

thc
among-

thethethc SmallSnull Peoples of the North , the RussianRu slall term forlor thethe-

l1lJnontes

the-

minoritiesminoritiesl1lJnontes, of the Arctic Although one ofofillYofmymyillY friendsInends aptlyaptly-

descflbed
aptly-

describeddescribeddescflbeddescflbedItdescribeditit as "SiberiaSiberia" as seen through the bottom ot01of aJ vodkavod"avodavod"a-
gIJss

vodka-

glass
"

glassgIJss "
, the bookhook does give new insightsm lghts intoII1tO recent changes andand-

economic

and-

economiceconomic growth inm the north .

ManylJny AmericansAmcrtcans stillstili consider SiberiaSlbcrtJ to be aJ vastVJst wastelandastelJlld", or aa-

place

, II-

rlJeeplacerlJee to sendend politicalpoilllcJI exiles , MowatMowal showsshos", how mistakenmlsla"enmlslaen" thesethese-

Idea
these-

ideasideasIdea areJrc . For exampleexamplc , there are many cities inm Siberia withwIth-

pOpUIJtlOns

with-

populationspopulationspOpUIJtlOns numberingnumbenng inm the thousands . A few are wellwelloverover a.II..-
Ihundrcd

a-

hundredhundredhundrcd thousand people There are extensive gold fields ,

diamonddlJmond minestmnes and huge hydroelectrichydroelectrtc projects Lven though thethe-

Juthor
the-

authorauthorJuthor mayI11JY paintpamt anIn overly optimisticoptmmtlc picture , there is no denyingdenymgdenymg-
thJt

denying-
thatthatthJt along with the economicecononllc growthgrowlh , there has been considerableconslderJbleconslderJble-
respect

considerable-
respectrespect for the ancient cultures of the Small PeoplesPeoples-

The
Peoples-

The
Peoples-

TheThe SIBERIANS should prove to be extremely thought-thoughtthoug.ht-thoug.htthought-
provoking

thoug.ht-

provo"mg
thought-

provoking
. -

provokingprovo"mgprovomg" for the readers of the Tundra TimesTunes . The geographicalgeogrJplllcalgeogrJplllcal-
settmg

geographical-
settingsettingsettmg is quileqUIte similar to most1110s1 of Alaska , yet MowalMowatl\IolIo\ al continuallycontmuallycontmually-
pomts

continually-

pointspointspomts out that Russian economicecononllc advances are far beyond whatwhat-

we
what-

wewe have . HelIe takes to task many of our "expertsexperts" " lortorfor refusing toto-

learn

to-

learnlearn from our neighbors across the BeringBenng Strait.. As an example ,

inm Chapter 16 , helie describesdescnbes the growth of the reindeerremdeer industrymdustry toto-

the

to-

thethe pointpomt where todaytodlY: itII produces over FIFTY-THOUSANDFIFTYTHOUSAND- TONSTONS-

OF
TONS-

OFOF MEAT ANNUALLY1ANNUALLY ' And yet , accordingaccordmg to the author ,

American experts refuse to learn new techniquestechmques that couldcould-

bnng
could-

bringbringbnng comparable development to our arctic region . Mowat givesgives-

many
gives-

manymany , many examples of new methods ofofroadroad construction , thethe-

use

the-

useuse of permafrostpermafrosl asa an aid to construction - not anIn obstacle asas-

we
as-

wewe tend to see itIt..

For thosethme who areJre interestedmterestedmterestedIIIinterestedininIII detailed explanationsexplanJtlom of newne\\nene-

methods
new-

methods
\!

methods and techniquestechmqucs inm northern areasareJS , the hookboo " may provepnlVe aJJ-

httle

a-

littlelittlehttle disappointingdlsappOlntmg The author touches on a lewfew specialpeclJI pointspOlllhpOlllh-

of
points-

ofof development , and Ihenthen quicklyqUlc"lyqUlcly" proceeds to launchIJunchlaunchintointoII1to thetilethe-

description

tile-

descriptiondescription ofofanotheranother feast or party . About thethc timelime thatthJt one'sonesone'smtere-

st

one'sintere-

st'

interestmterest is aroused , the topic is abandoned and the book goes on .

HoweverlIowever , it is a nicemce rebuttalrebuttJI for those pessimisticpeS U11lstlc prophets ofof-

doom

of-

doomdoom who refuse to look at what can behe done .,

In readingreadmg the book , 1I recommend you keep your thumbthumbonon thethe-

maps

the-

napsmapsnaps for quickqUIckreferencereference to geographic locations Many people areare-

unfamlhar
are-

unfamiliarunfamiliarunfamlhar with SiberianSibenan geography and history andandItit is easy forfor-

those

for-

thosethose just beginningbegmnlng to study SiberiaSiberta to get lostfast inm the vast expansesexpJllseexpanses-
onon the map . Mowat'sMowats'' maps have the advantage of simplifyingslmphfymg thethe-

geography

the-

geographygeographygeographyandandandaddadd a grealgreat deal to the texttext-

Farley
text-

Farley
text-

FarleyFarley Mowat'sMowats'' earlierearher booksboo"sboos" opened the eyes of many peoplepeople-

tototo.hatwhat\.hat.hat\'. waswa happeninghappenmg inm Canada'sCanadasCanad ' farfJr north . TillTII[ SIBLRIANSSIIIIIHANSSIIIIIHANS-
follows

SIBI RIANSRIANS-

followsfollows the same pattern . ItII maymolYmolYobcurcmayobscureobscureob\curcobcurc\ someome of the problemsproblclllproblems-
andandJnd difficultiesulflcultleulflcultle , but itI! doesdoe showho\VhoV\ thatthJt therethcre is a great futureIuture for thethe-

ArctIc

the-

ArcticArctic ifIfonlyonly we are willingwillmg to look-looklookforIUD " -. for it and try new thingsthmg

.AA. .AA. .AA.


