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Treat  everything with sus-
picion.  This is the best time
for it. Flood offices with bodies

and questions. The administra-
tors may curse the workload,
but I'd wager that they would
be grateful that their oles were
being taken seriously. There are
problems that make understand-
g of the settlement difficult
i certain areas. The state and
federal governments don't even
agree on the intent of portions
of the act.  That, of course,
does not mean that those por-
tions are especially hard to un-
derstand. State and federal gov-
ernments often disagree on 4
great number of things.

But, we are no fonger united
as Alaska Natives, other than
out of appreciation for the need
of associations to protect com-
mon interests and provide tech-
nical services. The Alaska Fed-
eration of Natives and the Alas-
ka Native Foundation — meet
these needs.  For all other pur-
poses, we are twelve distinct
regions with separate structures
for managing our affairs and dis-
tributing and investing settle-
ment proceeds. And there is the
possibility that a  thirteenth
corporation  may be formed.
Still, it might do us good to re-
member why we got together
in the first place. If we decide
that something worthwhile came
from that bond, and situations
could again require  common
action, it could be to our ad-
vantage to maintan and strength-

en that association.

If this final instaliment of my
series seems to be a sermon, it is
because it was intended that
way. | thank Howard Rock for
allowing me to deliver it. 1
hope that it causes people to
worry and - discover  questions
which might find their way to
answers. This format allows
much  greater flexibility than
those straight news stories 1 used
to file in Washington. For that,
I am gratetul Accordimgly, |
wish to make use of 1t to rece
nize some of the people mvolved
i the claons fight mea way 1 was
unable to do so before.

I want to thank Eonl Notg
tor s sincenity and wisdom
and for breaking tranl 1o Wash-
mngton; Don Wright for his de-
termimnation and for keeping me
alert: Frook for his genus and
compassion: Dr. James and Anna
McAlear for their gencrosity and
friendship and hall closet: Cluet
Andrew Isaac tor his statesman-
ships Senator Ted Stevens for
his candor — and accessibility:
Senator Mike Gravel for  lus
staft: John Borbridge tor his
eloquence; Captain Bill Enghsh
and Captain Tom Richards, Sr.
for demonstrating competence
to the Congress: Laura Bergt for
rubbing people the rnght way:
Eben Hopson tor all his talents
Richard LaCourse tor profession
alism and  friendship: Howard
Rock for nurturing the - ove-
ment and giving  me a job:
Joseph Upicksoun for speaking
from the heart: the Burcau of
Indian  Affairs for sending us
Mornis  Thompson: Morns
Thompson for hus friendship and
insight; C. Robert Zelnick for
his advice: Willie Hensley tor
his persistence and  sacrifices:

Tom Jones  for atmosphere:
Philiip Guy for showing leader-
ship: Al Ketzler for responsive-
ness and honesty; Bill Byler for
having such a beautiful wife:
Alice Brown for her independ-
ences Lefty Weissbrodt for shar-
ing analysis: Mike Rowan tor his
wdea and. Trene tor hers: Barry
Jackson fTor his patience: Tom
and Gil Smivthe for ad and
advice: John Ramner tor feader-
ship. Ruby John for determing
tion and keeping me aware. Con-
sressman Nick Begich tor win-
ning one for Alaskas and Pegpe
for Adetting him Those and
many others wrote astory which
I merely reported. And 1 wish
especally 1o acknowledge those
who began the battle betore |
was horn.

Atter the tust hight was fin-
ished, and a second task begun
m June ol 1972 as mathons ot
dollars - checks were being
handed out, Tim Walhis made a
quiet statement which 1 recently
tound m o notes and kind ot
hke:  “looa o way. boam sorry
that 1 has passed. Tt was an
enjoyable fight Perhaps, b
had lasted Tonger, we might have
got more.”

I called this prece a sermon,
and no sermon s complete witt
out a sample of verse. So, Fwill
close with my own verse, des-
cribing this sad victory, which |
call “*None Betore™

“We gre to bhe landlords, fie
sard to us, and we will hight to
be landlords, we were told. So
we fought to be landlords, and

lorded  over that which none
lorded  ever betore I am a
landlord, he sad o us, and

came boundanes over that which
none bounded ever before”



