SPECIAL TAX SEMINAR HELD FOR FISHERMEN

Cited Major Means of Employment

On the 20th of January, a special tax seminar for
commercial fishermen was held in Anchorage at the

Anchorage Westward Hotel.

This came' about through Ed Ness, a trainor for RurAL
CAP. who established the contacts with the tax people

to conduct a tax session - cen-
tered specifically toward the ind-
widual commeraal fisherman

Te was. felt that a tax session
of this nature was needed simcee
one of the major means of em-
plovment - the state of Alaska
1s commercial fishing:,

Along with wd from Com-
munity Enterprise Development
Corporation, the IRS and the
State Department of Revenue
worked out an agenda together
and a date and place was re-
served for the session.

The session started at 9:00
AM. with o welcoming address
by Ron Haines, Executive Pres-
ident of Community Enterprise
Development Corporation. Then
the floor was turned over to the
representative from IRS and the
State Department of Revenue

The main subjects covered on
the agenda centered around the
procedures of filling out indi-
vidual tax returns.  Through dis-
cussion, questions were answered
n areas concerning \.'Ullll\lll‘llll\n
related to deprecration of fishing'
eear and equipment.

l'lk‘_\ also related how 1o

landie expenses rekevan
improvements and repan

Also covered dunng the ses-
sion was emplovment taxes ie-
Lated 1o shates and other waees
Answered were such questions
as. “Who withholds taxes tor
whom m a fishing venture,” and
“What  type of taxes can o or
should be withheld.™”

Charles McVay. Chiet Audit
Division, had this 10 say about
the session

“Teowas asession that was
long overdue and  gave us a
chance to get together with fish-
ermen to discuss some rather
comphicated areas of tax law m
their own terms and relate them
to their crreumstances.

“Unfortunately — we  don't
have the manpower to get out
and participate in such meetings
throughout the state. We do
hope we can establish meanng-
tul and productive communica-

tion through some eftective med-

with all the fishermen

Stan - McCartney, Internal
Revenue Agent, had comment-
ed

S othimk that s good tha
the taxpaver has o one-to-one,
fist hand contact with the IRS
through semmas such as the
one conducted wuh the tsher
men

"It has been
vears simee the RS has pana
pated i program such as this
This enables the taxpayer to ik
anyoquestions e may have a
bout s own problems. Tn this
way he receves a diect answer
to s questions.”

A questionnaire was cieula
ted 1o be turned moat the end ot
the session. The questionnaire
asked it the semmar was helptul.

The majonty answered “ves™
to this question. There were o
few  whoo thought the answers
aiven by the tax people were
contusing.  Others thought that
the tax people should have gone
nto more detwml on specttic -
SHOS

There was o detimite reahza-
tion that the tax people needed
0 merease ther knowledee m
the fishing mdustiy
present a clearer picture

However, when the question
of holding more sessions of this
nature an different areas of the
state was asked, agam the magor
ity ol the amwers on the quest
TONNAe Wis “ves”

\reas mentioned e the sur
\(‘_\ \\I\\'I\‘ SCSSTOTS \\UH((' "K'
helptul were Brstol Bay,
Southeastern,  Kadiah . Kenan,
Homer, Ponce Wibham Sound,
Aleutan Cham and pomes
the northwestern part of the
state

Since this tax sesston was the
first ot s kid o be held
ALiska where the mdwidual tish
crmen coufd estabfish o fist
hand  person-to-person contact
with representatives of botli 1h
Internal Revenue  Service and
the State Department of Reven
ae, there were aswers that i
have sounded contusme 1ot
hishermen

However, the IRS m
sesstons related o the concerny
of commercral fisherman.,
use this first session as a puide
Ime and adjust theirr presenta
tions and discussions according
to the wishes of the commercial
fishermen.
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