
Alaska Medicaid , General Relief Medical UnderUn(Z.;oo-

Alaska jririJ):"
"

By JACQUELINE GLASGOWGLASGOW-
fhe

GLASGOW-
it'hei'heihefheit'heithe' Alaska Medicaid ProgramProgram-

and
Program-

andand the state-fundedstatefunded- GeneralGeneral-
Rehel

General-
ReliefReliefRehel' Medical "' program camecame-

under
came-

underunder fire from the AlaskaAla ka FedFed-Fed-

er.llion

Fed-

eration
¬-

erationer.llionerllion. of NativesNdtlves at legislativelegl latlve

hearingsheanngs in Juneau , January 181M .

Testimony given before aa-

Jomt

a-

jointjointJomt session of the Senate andand-

Iiouse
and-

HouseHouseIiouse committee on HealthlIealthIfealth ,

Education , and Welfare , provedproved-

omewhat
proved-

somewhatsomewhatomewhat, abrasive to the State'sStates'

DepartmentDepartmelltDepartmelltofof Health and SocialSocial-

Services
Social-

ServicesServices .,

The AFN contends that prespres-pres-

ent
pres-

ent
¬-

ent administrative decisions withwlth-wlthwith-wlth-

m

with-

in

¬-

inm that department anddnd the overover-over-

dll

over-

all

¬-

alldll policypohcy stance are "alarmingalarming"alarmmgalarmmg"

inm their implicationsImphcal10ns andandareareare-

certam
are-

certaincertaincertam to have a detrimentaldetnmentaldetnmental-
effect

detrimental-
effecteffect on Alaska Natives anddnddndallandallallall-

other
all-

otherother disadvantaged people whowho-

would
who-

wouldwould be served by thistIllS propro-pro-
gram

pro-
gram

¬-

""gram .,

In goner the AFN tilt nn-

thethe position ticestices-
nownow in effect are "franklyfrankly" dis-disdis-

criminatory
-

criminatory on the basis ofofraceracerace-

andandandareare not consonant with thethe-
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Alaska
1-

)Alaska
1-

)Alaska

))

Alaska statutes and deny equalequal-

protection
equal-

protectionprotection underundei the law . "
Carl Jack , Director of HealthHealth-

Affairs
Health-

AffairsAffairs for the AFN , gave hishIs-

testimony
his-

testimonytestimony after extensive studystudy-
of

study-
ofof the new instruction manualsmanuals-
developed

manuals-
developeddeveloped to guide the possiblepossible-

providers
possible-

providersproviders of health services inIn-

determinmg
in-

determiningdeterminingdeterminmg eligibilityehglblllty of() f recipreclprecip-recip-

ients

¬'-

ients .

I'I-

TheThe instructions identify NaNa-NaNa-

tIve
Na-

tive

¬-

tive people as a special class ofof-

recipients
of-

recipientsrecipients under the General ReRe-ReRe-

hef
Re-

lief
¬-

liefhef Medical portion of the propro-pro-

gram
pro-

gram

¬-

gram , classifyingclasslfymg them as ineligimellglineligi-ineligi-

ble
¬'-

ble on the basis of theirthen impliedImplied-

eligibility
implied-

eligibilityeligibility for services from anan-anan-

other
an-

other
¬-

other resource - namely thethe-

U

the-

UU . S . Public HealthlIealth Service ,

Native HealthlIealth Service .

Jackhck claimsclaim, tinstlmthis is 'clearlyclearly'cleJrlvcleJrlv' aa-

blJtant
a-

blatantblatantblJtant attempt to shave a subsub-sub-subsub-

stHJlla
sub-

stantial
¬-

stantialstHJllastantialamount: ! amount of expense fromfrom-

the
from-

thethe State'sStates' medicalmedlcJI assistanceassistance-
progrd.lls

assistance-
programsprogramsprogrd.llsprogrdlls. by limitationhmltatlon ofofservoofservservservoserv-servo-

Ices

serv-

ices

¬-

ices to NativeNltlvc, people ".
"TheThe" AlaskaAIJs"aAIJsa" NativeNJtl\eNJtle\ ,

" statesstalesstales-

the
states-

thethe AFN , "hashas" always soughtsought-

and
sought-

andandandassertedasserted his status and rightsnghtsnghts-
as

rights-

asas a full citizen of thetlie State ofof-

AIJs"a
of-

AlaskaAlaskaAIJs"aAIJsa" and the United States . "
"HisHis"IllsIlls"fitsfits" special statussta tus as a benebene-bene-

ficiary
¬.-

ficiaryficlary of federal programs operoper-oper-

ated
oper-

ated
¬-

ated with funds appropriatedappropnatedappropnateds-
peCifically

appropriated-
specificallyspecifically for services to NativeNJtlveNJtlve-

Amencans
Native-

AmericansAmericansAmencans does nothingnothlOg to abab-abab-

rogate

¬.-

rogaterogateIIShis/IISIIS/ rightsfights as a citizen ofofI-

llS
of-

fitshisIllSfits statestJle and hisIlJs unionunJOn This isI-
Snot

is-

notnot an assertion we makema"emae" light-lightlight-

iy
light-

ly
light-

ly
-

iyly
'""veve"'' 1'e1e' 'ee' receive these specialspecialservservserv-serv-

Ices
serv-

ices

¬-

ices because the Congress of thethe-

UnIted
the-

UnitedUnited States recognizes a solsol-solsol-

emn
¬.-

emn commitment to Native peopeo-peo-

ples

¬.-

plespIes based on the ConstitutionConstitutIOn-
and

Constitution-
andand numerous other legal prepre-pre-

cedents
pre-

cedents

¬-

cedents over the past two hundhund-hund-

red
hund-

red

¬-

red years ".
The AFN holds forth thethe-

legal
the-

legallegal position that the IndianIndian-

liealth
Indian-

HealthHealthliealth program is one whichwhIchISisIS-

In

is-

inin addition to and not in10 placeplace-

of
place-

ofofofotherother programs availableavallJble toto-

all
to-

allall other citizens .

"ThisThis" position has been afaf-af-

firmed

af-

firmed

¬-

firmedfirmedinin10 litigation in severalseveral-

state
several-

statestate courts in the South 4848-

when
48-

whenwhen services available to allall-

other
all-

otherother citizens were denieddented to

Indian people .."
The AFN points to severalseveral-

cases
several-

casescases of "dede" facto discriminadiscrimina-discrimina-
tion

discrimina-
tion

¬-

tion " where Native people werewere-

denied
were-

denieddenieddeniedservicesservices under the presentpresent-
state

present-
statestate General Medical Relief propro-pro-

gram
pro-

gram
¬-

gram when they met all eligibileligibil-eligibil-

Ity

eligibil-

ity

¬-

ity criteria except one - theythey-

were
they-

werewere not white .

The AFN firmly states , "WeWe"We-

WIU

"We-

will

"
willWIU accept nothing less thanthan-

ful
than-

fullfullful! equality Under all State-StateState-

operated
State-

operated
-.

operated programs ," and callscalls-

upon
calls-

uponupon the legislature lo10to adopt aa-

reallsllc
a-

realisticrealisticreallsllc budget that will "propro"pro-"pro-
vide

" ¬.-

vide equitable relief for allall-

needy
all-

needyneedy Alaskan citizens .
"

The AFNAFNaltac"edAFNattackedattackedaltac"edaltaced" otherother-
portIOns

other-
portionsportions of the combinedcombmed Medic-MedicMedic-

aid
Medic-

aid
Medic-

aid
-

aid and General Relief MedicalMedlcJIMedlcJI-

Programs
Medical-

ProgramsPrograms , callingcall1ng attentionattenllon toto-

the
to-

thethe unduly complicatedcompl1cated paperpaper-paper-

work
¬.-

work"oror" " procedures .

Many physicians , dentistsdenllsl\denllsldenllsl-
and

\ ,

and pharmacists havehJve expressedexpressed-
nntatlon

expressed-
irritationirritationnntatlon with the present sysy-sysy-

stem
sy-

stem

¬-

stem , and may opt notnor to partiparti-parti-

cipate
parti-

cipate

¬-

cipate inm providingprovldmg servicesservices-
AFN

services-
AFN

services-
AFNAFN feels this wouldwOlldwOlldwarwouldwork) workwar " anan-

undue
an-

undueundue hardship on recipients ,

especiallye !, clally in communitiescommumtles wherewhere-

many
where-

manymany medical practices are.IreIre. notnonot-

accepting

!

acceptingacceptmg new patients .

Lven in10 the case of thethe-

providers
the-

providersproviders whov. ho do elect to staystay-

m

stay-

ininm the program , but arearc hostilehostile-

toward
hostile-

towardtowardtowardItit , AFNAFNISis concernedconcerned-
that

concerned-
thatthat their disatisfactiondlsatlsfactlon andand-

hostility
and-

hostilityhostility may be transferred toto-

the
to-

thethe patient who "alreadyalready" sufferssuffers-
the

suffers-
thethe social stigmata which ourour-

society
our-

societysociety visits on 'welfarewelfare' people .
'

AFN calls for strong measuresmeasures-
toto eliminateel1mmate "unnecessaryunnecessary" paperpaper-

shuff1mg
paper-

shufflingshufflingshuff1mg .
"

"WeWe" take strong exceptionexception-
toto what seems to be a trendtrendininmm-

state
in-

statestate government to establishestabhsh aa-

whole
a-

wholewhole new corps of bureaucratsbureaucrats-
overmgh

bureaucrats-
overnightovernightovermght by administrative fiat..

"

A spokesman for the StateState-

denied
State-

denieddenied that there was an excessexcess-

of
excess-

ofof personnel to administeradmmlster thethe-

new
the-

newnew programs .

"AsAs" 1I see it , we don'tdont' havehave-

one
have-

oneone more person thanthao is needed .

The fact is that there have beenbebeen-

so
nn-

soso many cases of welfare fraud ,

of people claimingclalmmg benefits whowho-

NOT
who-

NOTNOTNOTeligibleeligible , that therethe'rethere' is no

way to eliminate the screeningscreenmgscreenmg-
process

screening-
processprocess . ".

The AFN recommendationrecommendation-
mcludes

recommendation-
includesincludesmcludes large-scalelargescalelarge.scalelargescale-. automationautomation-
ofof much of the data processingprocessing-
and

processing-
andand a study of other state'sstatesstate's-
programs

state's-
programs

'
programs where almost identicalidentical-
programs

identical-
programsprograms were started years agoago-

wIthout
ago-

withoutwithout addingaddmg new field officeoffice-

staff
office-

staffstaff..

FinallyFmally '., the AFNAFNasksasks thatthat-

the
that-

thethe State clarifyclanfy payment forfor-

services
for-

servicesservices by para-professionalsparaprofessionalspars-professionalspars- .

There has been a growinggrowmggrowmg-
trend

growing-
trendtrend to utilize nurse-practitionnursepractitionnurse-praclltlonpraclltlonnurse-practition-nursepractition-
ers

- ¬.-

ers or physician-assistantsphysicianassistants- in1010-

AIJ
in-

Alaska'sAlaska'sAlaskasAIJ "a'sas"'' hush areas to bringhrmghrmg-

heallh
bring-

healthhealthheallh careCMe to a largeIJrge partpJrt ofof-

the
of-

thethe State wherev.herevhere. on-the-spotonthespoton.the-spoton.thespoton.theonthe-. - careCJreCJre-

v
care-

waswasv. as not availableavadJbJeavailable-

Under
avadJbJe-

Linder
available-

UnderUnderLinder AlaskaAlas"dAlasd" lawIJw , these para-parapara-

professionals
pJrpara-

professionals
J -.

professionals areMe supervised bbyby-

a
>}

a.11. licensed physicianphYSIC1JIJphysician-
The

phYSIC1JI-

JThe
physician-

TheThe AFNArNArNISAFNisis concerned thaith.11th11thatth.1-
1und

that-

under
.

underund r the present wordingwordmgwordingofol0\0of0-

the
of-

the
\

the department'sdepartments' new manualsnJJnuals ,

these people maymJY notnl) ! behe paidpJldpJld-

tor
paid-

fortorfor servicesservlce . ThisTIllSTIllSoouldwould\\oouldoould\ meanmeJn j.IIa..-
IIJrge

a-

largelargeIJrge setbacksetbJcsetbackin" inlO bushbu h health careCJreCJre-

Jnd
care-

andandJnd a needless amountJI110unt of flymg-flymgflymg-

m

tlfly) II1g-II1gIng-IngII1g-

In

Ing-

in

-

mIn of patientspJtlents from the bushbush-

This
bush-

Tus
bush-

ThisThisT/usTus/ parallelspJrallels a common flawtlJWtlJW-

In

flaw-

inin the present practice ol01of denydeny-deny-

109

deny-

ing

¬-

ing109 General Relief Medical helphephep-
to

hep-
to

:

to Natives andandreferrmgandreferringreferringreferrmg allall-

Native
all-

NativeNative people to the Publiclubl1clubl1c-

lIeallh
Public-

flealth

)

HealthlIeallhflealth HospitallIospltalhospitalininIII AnchorageAnchorage-
Countless

AllchAnchorage-
Countless

ragerage-

CountlessCountless numbers of peoplepeople-

arc
people-

arearearc flownflov.nflovn. fromtrom remote comC011\-C011com-C01-

1O1umtles

com-

munities
\ ¬-

munitiesO1umtles for treatment thatthat-

could
that-

couldcould be accomplished closer toto-

home
to-

homehome
homeAlthough

Although abortion has beenbeen-

made
been-

mademade routinelyroutmely available forfor-

nonNatIve
for-

nonNativenon-NativenonNative- girlsgnls inm Fairbanksalrbdn"salrbdnsr " ,

for example , a Native girlgirt mustmust-

be
must-

bebe flowntlown to Anchorage for theIheIhe-

same
the-

samesame operationopera tlOn . She is conseconse-conse-

quently
conse-

quently
¬-

quently removed from supportsupport-supportI-

ve
¬-

ive family and friendsfflends andandoftenoftenoften-

suffers
often-

sufferssuffers acute depressiondepression-
The

depressIOn-

The
depression-

TheThe Alaska Federation ofof-

NatIves
of-

NativesNatives supports the standardizstandJrdlz-standJrdlzstandardiz-standJrdlz-
at

standardiz-
ation

¬-

ationat Ion ofofeligibilityeligibility requirementsrequnementsrequnements-
for

requirements-
forfor all citzenscIlenscozens! andandanan overall looklook-

at
look-

atat administrationJdml lstratlon policy so thatthat-

the
that-

thethe staffslaff administeringadmlnsteflng, theIhe propro-pro-

grams
pro-

grams

¬-

grams act "NOTNOT" as gatekeepersgatekeepers-
andand custodians ofofchentsofclientsclientschents , butbut-

people
but-

peoplepeople who provide tangibletangible-

assistance
tangible-

assistanceassistance to improve the lifehfehfe-

and
life-

andand self-relianceselfrelianceself.rellanceselfrellance of-. disadvantag-disadvantagdlsadvantJgdisadvantag-
ed

-.

ed citizens ".


