Summit told ‘feds are watching’

By LINDA LORD-JENKINS
Persons representing all sides of
the “subsistence issue™ met to put
forth their positions fast weekend and
were told that no matter what side of
the issue they were on, they had better
temember that any plan must meet
with federal approval or the federal
govemnment will take control over fish
and game management.
" Department - of Fish and Game
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authonty and responsibility for man-
agement of the fish and wildlife re-
sources and if we do not comply with
the (D-2) legislation, the federal gov-
emment will step in. Either we meet
the Title 8 mandate or they will take
stzw“w set up the regulatory pro-
cess.

Skoog outlined the state’s his-
torical view of subsistence activit's
before the issue was on the books.
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very important part of the rural ecor-
omy but we also must recognize the
importance of providing for other
uses as well.” B
He said that there are many areas
which have a strong commercial fish-
ing industry and subsitence com-
rmm
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between the two uses have to be
warked out and some form of subsis-
tence must be maintained or the fed-
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legis-

lly always
has  been dutfy associated  with
ilization of fish and wildlife resour-

ators, and others.
© Skoog said the goup should
recognize  that * federal D2 legisla-
tion mandates ‘the continuation of
some form' of subsistence, “or the
federal government will step in.”
Skoog said the state adminis-
tration “intends to protect the state’s

ces in the state. ..Few people will
argue that taking fish and wildlife
for personal use is wrong. But the
problem is where to draw the line.
“The subsistence economic sys-
tem continues to be ‘the dominant
economic form in rural Alaska. The
need to take fish and wildiife is a

eral will step in.

As Skoog spoke, a represen-
tative from the Alaska Public Radio
Network circulated a portion of an
interview recorded with U. S. Sec-
retary of the Interior James Watt
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(Continued on Page Sixteen)



Feds are watching subsistence summit told

(Continued from Page One)
A 15, asked Watt, “Will the Reagan
munistration, will you, change the
policies on what land should
v protected for subsistence  use?”
Watt answered,  “The  federal
wlicies quite Jear on this, as are
wmany of the issues that are sup-
posedly  controversial. - Recent Jegis-
Jation has taken care of that. The leg-
whation here calls for the State of
Alasks to establish the subsistence
program. Terry (Miller) and the gov-
emor are working on that with the
leadership and we expect they
thmut a program to us that will
eptable and that we will ap-
1s not a program that is
to us we then, of course,
o implement our own fed-
e program. A subsistence
i be carmed out. If it has
tederal one. 1t wall be. We do
vt it to be g federal one. We
> 15 better able to handle

i n What af the
What would be

tulosophy tor fithing that void?

Wart “Then under statutory au-

I would have to move under
1 authonties.™
) What would you pay atten-

i domng that” How would vou

that”?

at would he speculative
I'm not prepared to

comments,  the
e Alaska sports
uncil stated that hus group has
on 4 petition to

repeal the subsis-

signatures
an amtiative T

Sportsman’s counal executive di-
rector Tom Scarborough sad the state-

wide petition drive has gathered
"N.000 signatures, 3,000 more than
tecessary to force the vote on the
natter. Scarborough said his group
mtends to see the vote against sub-
sistence and wasn't interested in
talking about any compromise on
the matter.

The “Subsistence summit,” spon-
sored by several members of the House
of. Representatives who are closest to
the issue, was held to get represen-
tatives of all sides of the issue talking
to one another.

The meeting included House rep-
resentatives Ramona Bamnes and Ken
Fanning who had been identified as
being in favor of abolishing the sub-
sistenc laws, Rep. Al Adams of
Kotzebue, the unofficial leader of the
bush caucus which is in favor of con
tnuation  of subsistence, and Rep.
Enc Sutchiff who, at the beginning of
the meeting. announced he had taken

eat pains o steer clear of the en-
ﬁ::m debate

Despite the past stands of the leg-
islators on the issues, all have agreed
0 approach the question of subsis-
tence with an open mind and try to
fwork out an agreerment that is favor-
ible to all parties concerned.

Other persons present included
state Senator Frank Ferguson. who is
president of the Alaska Federation of
Natives, Rep. Vic Fischer of Anchor-
age. a representative of U. S. Senator
Ted Stevens. and two other AFN rep-
resentatives. Martin Moore, who also
represented the Calista Regional Corp..
fand Charlic Johnson of the Bering
IStraights Native Corp.

One group that was invited, the
’Al;mk.’lm for Equal Hunting and Fish-
i

ng Rights. led by Sam McDowell of

|Anchorage, did not accept the invi-
tation to attend, stating that they
were legally blocked from attending
such a meeting because it did not
allow for public comment.

Under the rules of procedure es-
tablished by the group, only persons
who had been invited were able to
speak. All others were asked to have
the person closest to representing their
position speak for them.

The meeting was classed as an
|organizational one in which each group
would state their position for the
record and then would discuss matters
to be taken up at several subsequent
meets.

Ferguson read a position state-
ment from the AFN stating that 10
criteria established last year by the
Department of Fish and Games to
define subsistence users is sufficient
to protect both traditional subsistence
dependent villages and the commercial
and sport fishermen.

The criteria focused the “sub-
sistence uses” definition— *
those phically identifiable rural
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cation \wuld guamnlee that sport and

communities where community, rather
than individual, harvest pattems are
distinct and play a major role in the
economic system of the village.”

Because the Cook Inlet is one
main hotspot of dispute regarding sub-
sistence fishing, the AFN identified
only three rural communities which
would be entitled to subsistence pri-
ority: Tyonek, English Bay, and Port
Graham.

Ferguson said that this approach
protected subsistence users while at the
same time ensured adequate and fair
access to the Cook Inlet salmon by
sport and commercial fishermen.

He said this method of classifi-

would not be
ovenunbypelsomdammgwbcen-
titled to subsistence “priority.”

AFN supports the Fish and Game
provisions which also state that subsis-
tence is never defined on a racial basis
which means that all rural Alaskans—
Native and non-Native— will' be al-
lowed equal opportunities.

Ferguson said, however, that the
AFN regards subsistence priority as a
non-negotiable necessity for the pro-
tection of Alaska's rural conumunities.

(The entire statement given by
Ferguson is printed on page 6.)

Ferguson’s statement was an-
swered by a hard-line statement from
Scarborough. He said that the Sports-

break i
mit” held in Anchorage. Both are from Calista Region.

man’s council met in October. of 1980
and -voted to ask the Alaskan Legis
lature to repeal the existing subsistence
statute and replace it with one tha
states that “Fish and wildlife are guar.
anteed to all the people of the state for
common use and there shall be no dis
crimination based on race, sex, econ
omic status, local residency, past us
of the resource, lack of altemative re
sources, or any other factor whict
permits some Alaskan residents tc
qualify to the exclusion of amy
others.”

He said the group would parti
cipate in any -discussion of severa
areas of concem to their group abou

(Continued on Page Seven)



