
coonccoofcc66k inlet
aaa& lease sale

postponed
secretary of the interior

cecil D andrus announced feb-
ruary 7 that he was concelingcancelingconceling
the sale of oil and gas leases in
the outer continental shelf
OCS area of alaskasalanskas cook in-

let scheduled for february 23 in
anchorage A decision will be
made in 900 days as to whether
to reschedule the sale during
1977 secretary andrus said

the announcement came
several days after fishermen
environmentalistsenvirotimentalists and the aleut
village of english bayday filed suit
to halt the salesald

secretary aldrusahdrusaiidrus said that he
needs more time to examine the
studies comments and options
that were available to his pre-
decessordecessor iiaiiqII11 willbill then decide
whether more work needs to be
done before deciding whether
the sale should proceed

helie emphasized that in
making his decision to cancel
the sale he had not come to any
opinion on the adequacy of any
studies or other preparations
conducted to date

the department announced
the sale january 18 before
secretary andrus took office
the sale proposal covered 120
tracts tototalingtaling about 683182
acres

the sale area is in the south-
ern two thirds of cook inlet
between dalginkalgmkalgin island on the
north and the barren islands on
the south it covers a region
about 60 miles long and 30 miles
wide


