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editorialeditwial

the cultural banquet
the tundra times 7thath anniversary banquet at the

anchorage westward hotel in anchorage on the evening
of october 4 will stress the cultures of the native people
of alaska the idea was posed by the newspaper and con-
curred upon by its board of directors months ago

in the belief that alaska native cultures have rich
spiritual and aesthetic values to offer it was decided that
public showing of the cultural items be made at the new
anchorage art museum in anchorage in conjunction
with the banquetsbanquet we are fortunate indeed the artistic
cultures of the eskimos of the north those of the tlingits0

and haidas and to lesser degrees the aleutsaleuns and the in-
terior indians have survived the onslaught of dominant
cultures those that did survive have values that cannot
be denied they are the jewels of the alaska native past
of which we are pprofoundlyrofoundly thankful that they are avail-
able today

the cultural exhibit in anchorage will probably not
attain the full value impact of the native cultures but being
the first we have ever attempted it will be the best we can
do under the circumstances we believe however that
there will be enough of the inherent qualities to give the
people an idea that some of the cultures of our native
people are also rich in spiritual and aesthetic values
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DISASTERSA-STER ATT CHENEGAC ENEGA
by REV DEACON

NICHOLAS KOMPKOFF

MARCH 27196427.1964 Aadayday that
is in the memory of many many
people and will be remembered
for many years by those of us
who survived this tragic day
those of us who lost our loved
ones our neighbors our homes
our whole way of life the mem-
ory still haunts me as the fifth
anniversary of this natural disas-
ter that took the lives of many
people passes the disaster that
took the lives of twenty three
people at chenagachinagaChenaga a seismic
wave that destroyed the homes
of all the residents in our little
village of seventy six people

CHENEGA WAS a little village
on chenegachenera island in the western
end of prince william sound in
southcentralSouthcentral alaska approxi-
mately forty miles from the epi-
center of the earthquake the all
native community was hit with-
out warning by the seismic wavewaveolaveo

THE DAY STARTED as us-
ualualpeacefulpeaceful and quiet but there
seemed to be a feeling of tension
in the air as my wife mary and
I1 recalled later we had the feel-
ing that there was something
about to happen maybe it was a
premonition of what was to
happen

I1 HAD JUST finished painting
my 18 foot skiff the day before
and I1 was contemplating on
whether I1 should launch it and go
seal hunting but I1 decided to
wait until the paint was com-
pletely dry mickey and nick
eleshansky were out seal hunt-
ing and as I1 learned later from
mickey they were at prince of

wales passage about twleve miles
from chenegacheneraChenega mark selanoff and
george borodkin were also seal
hunting at icy bay about four
or fivefivemilesmiles from the village
these two were incidents ill111

relate later aas the latter hunting
party saved the life of one per-
son

WHEN THE SHAKING start-
ed at about 530 my first
thought was that we were exper-
iencing a mild quake as we oc-
casionallycasio nally experienced but as the
tremor became worse I1 thought
that our stove at home would
topple over and start a fire so I1
started running home to shut the
stove off we had an oil burningoilburning
kitchen range and the stove pipes
were very unstable at the time
I1 was at the opposite end of the
village from our house as I1 was
running home I1 met my wife and
she asked me where our children
were and I1 didnt have the faint-
est idea

I1 LOOKED OVER onon the
beach again on the opposite side
of the village from where I1 was
standing momentarily and I1 saw
some children 0 thinking that
they were ours I1 started running
back again to get themtheniochenio by this
time the tremor had increased
considerably and I1 had a difficult
time staying on the road

I1 REACHED the dock when
I1 noticed that the water was re-
ceding rapidly I1 found my three
daughters and quickly took the
two younger ones and started
running toward higher ground
with the oldest girl ahead of me
someone yelled tidal wave and
I1 glanced at the water quickly
and started running faster but I1
was too slow before I1 realized
it the water was upon us and in
trying to reach for the oldest
girl I1 lost hold of one of the
girls I1 was holding in my arms

THE TWO GIRLS were swept
away from me immediately by
the force of the water the last
word my oldest daughter uttered
was dad that was all and they
were lost to me forever I1 was
powerless to do anything the
force of the water carried me past
the church which was on higher
ground and across a stream be-
hind the church where I1 landed
feet first into a snow bank for-
tunatelytuna tely I1 still had my youngest
daughter in my arms

THE WATER receded again
and I1 tried to free myself from
theme snow bank to nona avail when
I1 heard someone holler theresrheres
another one coming I1 looked
back to see the water rushing
back and mynry brother inlawin4awin law
charlies house topple over with
it I1 grabbed my daughter and
tried to shield her with my body
and thats all I1 can recall when
the water reached us again

I1 REMEMBER that there was
a loud crackling noise when I1

opened my eyes again I1 realized j

I1 was holding on to something
with my right arm and my back
hurt something awful I1 was
stretched out horizontally with
the force of the receding water
and in my left hand was my
daughtersdaughterdaughtersparkaparkasparka hood still dazed
I1 pulled and I1 was so relieved to
see that she was still with me
that I1 cried a little

I1 immediately pushed her
ahead of me and continued up
the hill there were others ahead
and I1 called to them for help as
my back was hurting when I1 tried
to carry my daughter mike and
his wife dorene charlie and his
wife katie and some of their
children and henrhenryy were there
ahead of tius 0onn the hill

AS I1 STRUGGLED uponceUP once
again I1 heard someone say that
another wave was coming I1
thought for sure we would get
washed away this time As I1

looked back in dismay I1 noticed
what was left ofour little village
a big pile of lumber fortunately
the last wave stopped about two
or three feet below me and my
little girl

WE CONTINUED up the hill
another fifty feet or so where I1
joined the rest of the people and
I1 gave my daughter to henry to
carry for me all this time I111

didnt know where my wife and
our three boys were I1 thought
for sure they had been carried
away as my two older daughters
had been

WE WERE EXPECTING a-
nother wave to come so we kept
climbing and we noticed that
the school building was still
standing we were headed for
the school when I1 heard someone
calling for help below us thinki-
ng it was my wife I1 started roll-
ing and sliding down the hill to
where the voice was calling for
help

I1 CAME UPON my sisterinsister in
law dorothy stuck in the snow
up to her waist in the cemeterycemet ery
near the school ken vlasoff and
john brizgaloff arrived at her
side about the same time and
together we got her in the shelter
of the school power house by
some quirk of fate she had man-
aged to live through the night-
mare of all three waves

THEN WE HEARD another
voice calling for help out on the
water amidst the pile of lumber
and debris there was no way we
could help the person and just
about that time the boat mar-
pet came around the point and
fortunately markey and george
heard the cry for help and res-
cued margaret brodkin who in-
jured below her waist was cling-
ing to a pile of debris

ABOUT THIS TIME therothere
were some more people comingdoming
down from the hill behind the

continued on page 6

an appeal to retain VISTAS
september 15 1969

willie alienallen director
vistaprogramVISTA Program
anchorage alaska

dear mr alienallen
what is the VISTA program

what is it supposed to do tell
me

does VISTA mean helping
the eskimos and indians in alas-
ka help themselves or is it anoth-
er program paternalizingpaternal izing the na-
tives just exactly what is it try-
ing to accomplish

I1 have worked with the VISTA
program out of eugene oregon
in the summer of 1968 and the
only reason I1 worked with VISTA
is because I11 like the concept of
the VISTA program

the concept of the VISTA
program with my limited under-
standing is that it is to try to
help the people help themselves
I1 liked this concept of VISTA for
I1 am a native and I1 know the
situation I1 have gone through
and what my parents have gone
through and what is going on
today

it has been said time and time
again that something should be
done for the natives of this great
state the government has passed
bills and started programs and
spent millions of dollars on be-
half of the natives of alaska
grant you this is all well and
good but we should be more con-
cerned with the results there

are programs supposedly for the
betterment of the natives like the
VISTA program I1 say supposed-
ly because the natives do not
have a real voice in the program
and all planning for the program
is done outside the village in
places jikelike anchorage and san
francisco

on policy decisions the na-
tives are completely excluded
the experts in san francisco
make decisions for alaska the
program tends to forget that
alaska is unique and nobody
really finds out about alaska by
sightseeing after all they are
the people who say that alaska
is unique and we are a unique
people

natives are a proud people
we have been put down stepped
on and put off for a long time
I1 think the native knows better
his needs today than he did in
the past the natives know their
needs and are starting to request
assistance this is nothing more
than the people of kongiganakKongiganak
and kasiglukKasig luk are asking for
they are asking for their previous
VISTA volunteers to be assigned
to their villages for another year

I1 would like to quote a man
who said to the federal troops
after surrendering back in 1877

let me be afaabreeajreefree man free to
travel free to work free to trade
where I1 choose free to follow the
religion of my fathers free to
thinkfreethink freefreedofree4oao404o talk free to act for
myself and I1 will obey every

law or submit to the penalty
Is this not a free country Is

not the VISTA program trying
to help the natives help them
sievesslevescleves rather than turning them
off does not the VISTA pro-
gram preach about slefalef determin-
ation Is not the VISTA suppos-
ed to listen to the native people
because the native people know
their needs the people of kong
iganak and kasiglukKasig luk are asking
for their previous volunteers and
the VISTA administration is
simply refusing their request and
will not respond arent you
going against the true concept of
VISTA Is not the role of the
VISTA director and adminis-
tration to be a servant to the
native people since VISTA is the
peoples program and not the
administrationssadministrationadministrationsss program just
exactly who is the VISTA serv-
ing the people or what

perhaps my understanding of
VISTA is wrong perhaps its
another paternalistic program
that tends to preach about self
determination and will not listen
to a self determined village

the villages of kongiganakKongiganak
and kasiglukKasig luk from self determin-
ation and since they know their
village much better than you or
myself requested that their vol-
unteers be assigned for another
year I1 urge you mr alienallen to
grant their requests for they
know their needs much better
than you or myself

thank you
v

sincerely yours

margaret nick
cc marilyn I1E stadius VISTA

eugene oregon

jolijoll morgan VISTA
AncanchoragehoraSe alaska

tundra tinnestimes


