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ONE MAN SHOW eskimo artist melvin olanna from shismarefshishmaref of his sculptures the walrus done in african soapstone is now
will conduct a one man exhibit at the new anchorage museum in owned by the interior departments indian arts and crafty board
conjunction with the tundra times banquet the exhibit is planned the seal a cherry wood piece with inlaid ebony is owned by mrs
for october 3 and 4 at the museum here melvin is seen with two robert atwood

0olannalanncslannas giving one manshomaman nsshow at culturalexhibhU iffitfura ahlxhlbit
r

the tundra times banquet
will be held october 4 at the
anchorage westward hotel in
conjunction with the banquet
a special tundra times exhibit
will be held at the new anchor-
age museum beginning october 3

one of the works of art at the
exhibit will be an 8 by 4 abstract
type painting with light blue
background reminder of the
eskimos past toward the right
of the painting is a stop sign slit
in half by a dagger out of the

wound the sign oozed black oil
attached is a one dollar bill

the oil impact in the ararc-
tic

CO

was created by eskimo artist
melvin olanna the 28 year old
shismarefshishmaref bom olanna will host
a one man exhibit at the special
tundra times show

1 I was angered with the de-
velopments artist olanna said
the eskimo artist has been noted
for his work in silver soapstone
and wood

As he put it melvin has ex-
panded his media in beginning
to emploreimplore other art forms such
as painting and etching

1I believe the art will have to
change with its people he said

the olanna exhibit will con-
sist of 75 pieces of jewelry 8
soapstone pieces and very little
in wood

since it is easier to ship I1

send most of my woods to new
york he added

olanna the artist tells of
how he came to be a creator of
art work

although I1 grew up trying
to become an artist I1 never ad-
mitted that I1 could become one

1I grew up trying to prove
that I1 could do this when I1 was
very young someone told me
that I1 could never become one

the thing that changed my
life was an accident I1 had when
I1 was seven I1 was hit by a sled
and broke my hip for a long
time I1 waddled like a duck when
I1 walked I1 had to plan my livliliali
hood around what I1 could do

1I started carving ivory at
fourteen at sixteen I1 was cap-
able of supporting myself

melvin said that in the vill-
ages craftsmen have been con-
sidered to be in the lowest in-
come and social bracket he
wasnt entirely lacking support
however

my uncle arnold olanna
told me that if I1 wanted to do
something I1 had better be good
at it it is the same as learning
to hunt in the right way it is

the eskimo way of life
later I1 got interested in art

forms other than ivory carving
I1 enrolled at the institute of
american arts in sante fe new
mexico I1 spent two years study
ing there

it was after that when olanna
the ivory carver decided to be-
come olanna the artist

when I1 first started out I1

often didnt know where my
next dollar would come from I1
nearly starved now I1 am able
to plan ahead

melvin returned to shismarefshishmaref
it was later when ron took an

interest in my work ron taught
me to expand myself to other
art forms and to things other

than crafts
professor ronald senungetuk

an eskimo is the assistant prof-
essor of design at the university
of alaska

he has more or less tutored
me since then melvin said

when he has more fully es-
tablished himself he added mel-
vin would like to train perhaps
two prospective eskimo artists

1 I want to teach them half of
what they should know and let
them continue from there

recently when professor sun
engutuk traveled to washington
melvins aid was solicited andarid he
taught sunengutuks classes

olanna likes to sculpt my
sense in designing is mainly
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sculptural I1 try to take a 50
pound peice and make it look
like it weighs a ton when I1
design I1 have to consider light
and shading

the harder material I1 work
with I1 get more of a feeling of
conquest over matter

As is indicated by oil im-
pact in the arctic melvins
interests are expanding

my latest interest has been
in printing and etching I1 will
have some of this at the exhibit

tt1I find old anthropology
books and do research on the old
eskimo art they were more ad-
vanced than most artists today

olanna strives for perfections
1I destroy my work when it

doesnt come out usually I1 try
to start with a good design so
that I1 can avoid mistakes

olanna would like to see more
artists and more craftsmen a-
mong his people he afattributestributes
the lesser acceptance of artisans
in the villages to exploitation by
traders 1I would like to see this
change he said

the tundra times 6exhibitchib9hibit at
the new anchorage museum is
the first for melvin Ololannaolafinaolafineafina he
would like to catch up on his
orders he says he is nine months
behind and then present a one
man show in new york

1 I never really admitted that
I1 wanted to be an artist but I1

admit it now he concluded


