
' ' .
".

MINTOWNT
WAS

.

SIJPPORTSSUPPOR
'

TS,

,

I

.
OIL . PIPEUNE

'

.

:, I

j
" .

; I
"

,

.. I'
:' . .

: . .

t :-

-- - -

,'-1414-

i

;'-.
\

'

. .

?1rJi! . ',, {..
" '''tt' .IiiIii. , . . : '.1ii! ' , . .1 . N l , .;-.;:. :!il.iJ'fl.iJfliJf.

,
:::

,

:, :'! , ::.ii. .: "

SUPPORTS PIPELINEPIPJLlNE-MintoPIPJLlNEMintoPIPELINE-MintoPIPELINE: -Minto villager RichardRichard-
Frank

Richard-
FrankFrank , who represented his village. at WashingWashing-Washing-
ton

¬.-

ton ,. D.CDC. . environmental heargins , explains whywhy-
his

why-
hishis people voted to support oil pipeline concon-¬.-

struction if their stipulations on payment to thethe-
Native

the-
NativeNative people for oil damage to their livelihoodlivelihood-
areare metmet-

Photo
met-

Photo
..

-PhotoPhoto-Photo by MADELYNMADEL YN SHULMAN

Seekingeking StipulationsStipulations-
ForFor BondedBonded-ProtectionBondedProtectionBondedProtection-
Against

.-ProtectionProtection-
AgainstAgainst line BreakageBreakageB-

yBy MADELYNMADELYN SHULMANSHULMAN-
Staff

SHULMAN-
Staff

SHULMAN-
StaffStaff WriterWrite-

rThe
Writer-

T
Write-

rTheTheT village of Minto has voted to support the concon-con-

struction
con-

struction
¬-

structionstruction ofofaa trans Alaska pipeline ififthethe pipelinepipeline-

companycompanyompanyompanyagreescompanyagreesagrees tcftttdt stipulations for a bonded guaranteeguarantee-
ofofofthethe safetysafetyofofofthethe environment . >.

The statement ofofsupportsupport was announced in Fairbanks
Friday by Richard Frank , whowho-
represented

who-
representedrepresented the village at thethe-

U.S
the-

U.SU.SUS. . Interior Department EnEn-EnEn-

vironm
En-

vironmental
¬-

vironmentalvironm ntal Impact Hearings inIn-

Washington
in-

WashingtonWashington , D.CDC. .

"WeWe" the nativerative people ofof-

Minto
of-

MintoMinto , upon a majoritymajorityvotevote ,

have agreed to take the unifiedunIfied-
stand

unified-
standstand that we are for the concon-con-
struction

con-
struction

¬-

struction of the pending pipepipe-
line

pipe-
lineline , with certain stipulationsstipulations-
that

stipulations-
thatthat all native Alaskans ( Indians ,

EskimosEskirhos , Aleuts ) be bonded andand-

compensatedby
and-

compensatedbycompejisated-bycompejisatedbycompensated-bycompensated- a written guarguar-guar-
antee

guar-
antee

¬-

antee ( to hold-forholdforhold-fholdf))-- r the safetysafety-
an

safety-

andandan , security for our protectionprotection-
inin the event of a breakage ofof-

the
of-

thethe pipe line .

"ThisThis" guarantee must alsoalso-

cover
also-

covercover the conservation of thethe-

wildwild.ildild. life , the land , the waters ,

during the entire duration ofof-

operation
of-

operationoperation of the pipe line .

"ForFor" the guarantee of emem-em-

ployment
¬.-

ployment on a first priorityprionty basisbasis-
ofoff all Alaskan Natives . We propro-pro-
pose

-¬

poseposeproposethat all-allallAlaskansall -. Alaskans supportsupport-

this
support-

thisthis as a unity for all AlaskanAlaskan-
well. wellweJl being .:"'

"WeWe" decided we owe it to

the general public to take aa-

position
a-

positionposition for or againstagamst the pipeplpe-plpepipe-plpe-
hne

pipe-
line

¬-

linehne ,:"' said Richard Frank..

White Alaskans are now feelfeel-feelfeel-

mg
feel-

ing

¬-

ingmg the pinch of unstable ecoeco-eco-
nomics

eco-
nomics

-¬

nomics ," said Frank . "We'veWeve"We've-
lived

"We've-
lived

"" '
lived with this year long ,. 365365-

days
365-

daysdays per year , in the outlyingoutlYIng-
areas

outlying-
areasareasareas-.-
areas"With"WithWith" guarantees of safetysafety-

Continued

safety-

Continued

safety-

Continued( Continued on page 6)6)
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( Continued from page 1)1)

and a bond between the nativenative-
people

native-
peoplepeople and the pipeline company ,

we are for it ( the pipelineplpelneplpelne ) ,." saidsaid-

Frank
said-

FrankFrank .

The people of Minto believebelieve-
other

believe-
otherother villages and Native groupsgroups-
should

groups-
shouldshould announce their position-positionposition-
whether

position-
whether

position-
whether

-
whether they support or opposeoppose-
the

oppose-
thethe building of the trans AlaskaAlaska-
pipeline

Alaska-
pipelinepipeline and if so under whatwhat-
conditions

what-
conditionsconditions .

The peoplepoople of Minto fear ,.
however , that oil developmentdevelopment-
will.willwill., irreparably damagedamag theirtheir-
hunting

their-
huntinghunting grounds in Minto FlatsFlats-
just

Flats-
justjust as gold dredging did thirtythirty-
and

thirty-
andand fifty years ago .

At that time , siltsill began toto-

build
to-

buildbuild up in the flatsnats , destroying ,

the habitat of much of the fishfish-

andandnd wildlife from which thethe-
peopJe

the-
peoplepeoplepeopJe of Minto take their subsub-sub-
sistence

sub-
sistence

¬-

sistence .

"WeWe" experienced the afterafter-after-
math

after-
math

¬-

math of the gold industry andand-

don't
and-

don'tdon'tdont' want to go through thatthat-
again

that-
againagain ," said Frank . "AfterAfter" thethe-
gold

the-
goldgold industry , nothing was leftkft.. ,.

behind for employment .:"'
"TheTheWfhe" oil company should-

leave
should-

leave

"-

leave some kind of perpetualperpeualperpeuali-
ncome

perpetual-
income

(

income to the people .:"' suggestsuggest-suggest-
ed

¬-

ed Frank .

He said this could be in thethe-

form
the-

formform of educational programs ,

training facilities . One suggessugges-sugges-
tion

sugges-
tion

-¬-

tion was scholarships or trainingtraining-
programs

training-
programsprograms to create Native geologeolo-geolo-
gists

geolo-
gists

-¬

gists , and other oil experts-expertsexperts-
specialties

expertss-
peci

experts-
specialties

--
specialtiesspeciIties which require yearsyears-
of

years-
ofof expensive training . Jobs forfor-
just

for-
justjust the three years of pipelinepipeline-
construction

pipeline-
constructionconstruction , says Frank , are notnot-
enough

not-
enoughenoughenoughreturnreturn fortor the oiloil..

"TimesTimes" have changed sincesince-
the

since-
thethe gold industry time ," he exex-exex-

plained
ex-

plained
¬-

plained . "AtAt" that time , youyou-
could

you-
couldcould live off the land . Now'Now'

,
youyo live partly off cash income ,

a percentage from subsistencesubsistence-subsistence-

This
.:-"'

This trend is increasing , hehe-

said
he-

saidsaid . Cash ,. income is alreadyalready-
aa necessity and.someandsomeand.someandsome. means mustmust-
be

must-
bebe found to generate itit..

RichardRich rd Frank , who replacedreplaced'-
Village

replaced'-
VillageVillage'Village' Chief PeterP ter John as Min-MinMin-

to's
Min-

to's
Min-

10

-

to'stos10 '$ representative to the WashWash-Wash-
ington

Wash-
ington

¬-

ington , D.CDC., . . pipelinepipel ne hearings ,

went to New York on the wayway-
back

way-
backback to Minto to10 "seesee" what willwill-

happen
will-

happenhappen
.

in Alaska ." .
The ' money to pay for a

Minto representativepresentativer to go toto-

Washington
to-

WashingtonWashington was donated by twotwo-
unidentified

two-
unidentifiedunidentified Eastern women .

Shortly before he was scheduledscheduled-

toto leave , 70 year old Peter JohnJohn-
dec

John-
decideddecideddec ded the triptripwou1dtripwouldwouldwou1d be

,
tootoo-

taxing
too-

taxingtaxing and the council appointedappoitedappointed-
Richard

appoited-
RichardRichard Frank .

Frank had never been in WashWash-Wash-
ington

Wash-
ington

¬-

ington and New York , found it

interesting and excitingexcltmg . HefieHe-

sampled
fie-

sampledsampled the city of N.YNY. . fromfrom-
Times

from-
TimesTimes Square to Harlem , GreenGreen-Green-
wich

Green-
wich

¬-

wich Village to Park Avenue .

"InIn" comparison , " he comcom-com-

mented
com-

mented
¬-

mented , "I'dId"'' rather go backback-

home
back-

homehome . It'sIts' the last frontier ,. aa-

tradItion
a-

traditiontradition .
".

However ,. the problems his1115111-

5people
his-

peoplepeople face ,. he fears ,. are comcom-com-

pletely
com-

pletely
¬-

pletely foreign to the men who"huhuwhu"hu-
make

whu-

make
"

make decisions in New York andand-

Washington
and-

WashingtonWashington .

On Wall Street , the financialfinancial-
heart

financial-
heartheart of New York , Frank saidsaid-

you
said-

youyou couldcouldvisiblyvisibly see the vastvast-

dIfferences
vast-

differencesdifferences between these peoplepeople-
and

people-
andand the Natives in the villages .

In the teeming crowds of WallWal-
lStreet

Wal-
lStreetStreet beneath the rows ofofskyskysky-skysky-

scrapers
sky-

scrapers
¬-

scrapers , what impressed himhim-

was
him-

waswas that all those men in businessbusiness-
suits

business-
suitssuits were working-moreworkingmore- jobsjobs-
than

jobs-
thanthan he had ever seen at oneone-

time
one-

timetime .

"ThoseThose'Those""'" men in WashingtonWashington-
have

Washington-
havehave to educate themselves onon-

what
on-

whatwhat they'retheyre' really talking about-aboutabout-
the

about-
the

about-
the

-
the totally unemployed peoplepeople-
here

people-
here"herehere--here-here- "- in Alaska . "

Total unemployment , no cashcash-

income
cash-

incomeincome , hits the Native peoplepeople-
hard

people-
hardhard , said Frank . He echoesechoes-
from

echoes-
fromfrom his own experiences andand-

tJiose
and-

thosethosetJiose of his peopleprople theth figuresfigures-
that

figures-
thatthat the Alaska Labor CommisCommis-Commis-
sioner

Commis-
sioner

-¬-

sioner repeated in Anchorage andand-

Washingtonmany
and-

WashingtonmanyWashington-manyWashingtonmany- Alaskans havehave-

never
have-

nevernever had regularre-gularregular- jobs .

"II" dpn'tdpntdn'tdon'tdontd\d\>n'tnt' see how the InteriorIntenorIntenor-
Department

Interior-
DepartmentDepartment could conduct aa-

study
a-

studystudy andnd decide the oil comcom-com-
panies

com-
panies

¬-

panies shouldshoul <! be under 55$55$ milmil-milmil-

lion
mil-

lion
¬-

lion bond to the U.SUS. . governgovern-govern-
ment

govern-
ment

¬-

ment . It is the people who livelive-

in

live-

inin the area who will suffer fromfrom-
any

from-
anyany oil spills .:

.'

"IfIf" the oil companies wouldwwould-
agree

ulduld-

agreeagree to certain stipulations toto-

guarantee
to-

guaranteeguarantee a safe pipelinepipeline'topipelineto' to thethe-
Native

the-
NativeNative people andnd others in AlasAlaS-AlaS-
ka

Alas-
ka

-¬-
ka , the pipeline could be for thethe-
good

the-
goodgood of the people .

,"" Frank'Frank'Frank-
believes

'. Frank-
believesbelieves a safe pipeline can bebe-

built
be-

builtbuilt and that it is the bestbe t alal-alal-

ternative
al-

ternative
¬-

ternative open to thetli' U.SUS. .

The people in Minto are notnot-
unaware

not-
unawareunaware of what is going ort011on inin-

oil
in-

oiloil countries around thetheworld-worldworld'world-,' .

Richard 'FrankFrank' commented onon-
the

on-
thethe situation in Venezuela andand-
the

and-
the

.',

the Middle East , limitingJimiting oil soldsold-
to

sold-
toto the U.SUS.. ., fromfrolTt these areas .

Canada , he thinks , could taxtax-
the

tax-
thethe pipeline also and lead toto-

added
to-

addedadded expense .
'

However , he thinks the oiloil-

companies
oil-

companiescompanies shouldshouldreturnreturn somesome-
income

some-
incomeincome to the place where theythey-
are

they-
areare getting it-theitthe- center of AlasAlas-AlAlas-
ka

s-s-s-

ka
¬-

ka .

'TheyThey"They',"' should sow , the seedseed-
where

seed-
wherewhere they got it from ..""


