
Stu' Rothman
,

TestifiesTestifies-

At
Testifies-

AtAt Anchorage HearingHearingEdi-
tor's(Editor'sEditorsEditor's'ote'' Note\'ote'oteote,\' ;: Last U'efkUefku'eekueekweek' inil1il11Anchoragenclrorage.-11- ,. Stu RotfimanRothma'lRothmalRothman' ofof-

FairbaPlks
of-

FairbanksFairbanksFairbaPlks testified in;' 1 favorfal'orfalor' of thetire pipelinepipelitle . In[ n the process ,. heIrelie hadIradIrad-

tlriPlgs
had-

thingsthingstlriPlgs to saysayaboutabout thetli,! nativePlalil'ePlalile' elementdemePlt concerningconcemingconcerning'theconcerningthe"' thetIe, linelil/elile/ . H'eHeIfeIt'eIteIfe-

are
It'e-

are

'

are excerpting hisIris statementsstaremellts about therile nativeslIatnatives'eses' fromfreml hislds testimony .

". . ...CertainCertain. leaders of large Native groups in Alaska have statedstated-
unequivocally

stated-
unequivocallyunequivocally thatthai their people would like to see no oil011 developdevelop-develop-
ment

develop-
ment

¬-

ment.. I , personallypersonaIly , challenge their right to make thatthaI statement !

"NowNow" , I am not against the native land claims ,. but let'slets' faceface-

facts
face-

factstheybarteredfacts . When the colonists firsifirslfirst came to Ihethe( he shores of 'AmericaAmericai\mericaimerica'\ ,. they
bartered and traded for their toe-holdtoeholdtoeholdin-- in10 the new land .. Then ,.
when the UnitedUnated States of America was formed , so-calledsocalledso<- alled pioneerspioneerpioneers-
headedheadedhe-adedheaded- west and southsoulh and took the land from the Indians . YearsYears-
later

Years-
laterlater ,. the United States government realisedrealii'edrealiiedrealized' and acknowledgedacknowledged-
thethe wrongs these pioneers did ,. and are attempting and , havehave-

attempted
have-

attemptedattempted in many cases to make restitution to.
theth dispossesseddispossessed-

Indians
dispossessed-

IndiansIndians .
'

"ThisThis"ThTh" s situationsituat on did not and does not exist in Alaska . The UnitedUnrtedUnrted-
States

United-
StatesStates of America boughtbQUgllt AlaskaAlaski: from Russia more than oneone-

hundred
one-

hundredhundred years ago . '

"IfIf" anyone owes the Alaskan Natives anything for their land ,

maybe it is Russia . TheTh United States paid for this land . TheThThe-
UnitedUnited States could say totO'thetOthe'thethe' Native peoplepeople"WepeopleWe, ' 'WeWe'" bought youryour-
land

your-
landland from Russia . Go see them

,
about gettinggelling paid for your land .:'

But the United States doesdoe.s. not conductc nduct business thatthaI way . EvenEven-

if
Even-

ifif there is a question of whether thelhe Alaskan Natives have a legallegal-

right
legal-

rightright to moneymoneyunderunder a land claims billJilt) , the United States realizesrealizes-
that

realizes-
thatthat it is a moral obligation , and currently our Congress is in the-thetile-tilethe-

process
thetile-

process
-,

processprocess of outlining a just settlement . But thrthi ' acknowledgementacknowledgement-
and

,

and acceptance of this debt shouldshould'inshouldin'inin' no way give the NativeNative-
people

Native-
peoplepeople the idea that they can useususethesethese'these-these'- claims as a crowbar toto-

wedge
to-

wedgewedge what theytheywantwant into the worksworks as .a price for not impedingimpeding-
the

impeding-
thethe developmentdevelopm nt and progress of AlaskaAlaska ,. ..."'


