Strange Turn-about
Of Secretary Udall

“If the State, the native people, ond the lntedor
Department work together, | think we could get o bill.
If we don't, Hmllhtnﬁi in i:“ﬂl‘tilﬁ
m-r in Congress...” |

... There should be o three —way compromise, h
native people, the State, ond the Interior lhmhm.
There is a good climate in which to work...

- I want o give you -Wrﬂ-i-ﬂn
state..

"Thl: is o big, difficult problemaond we have to
make a big improvement than what we hove done before
| om detemmined to B¢ on the side of the Indiens. |

intend hﬂnmdﬁdi-hd*ﬁh
Indion rights...”

The above declarafions were mode by Secretary of
the Interior Stewart L. Udall last November in Anchorage
when he met with the notive leaders who came © meet
him from ol com ers of the State of Alaska. His utterings

hﬂmm-dm-qﬁ_*

leoders of the ime. One of these was his electrifying
statement, on idea thet part of the illﬂluhsﬂb

dlﬂmmdhmwﬂ
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(Cantinued on page 1)
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“I may not



The Turn-about . ..
(Continued from page 1) -

emor Walter J. Hickel had established the Nafive lond

Claims Task Force Commission ond this Commission,

along with the State Attorney General Edgar P. Boyko

ond Robert Voughon, Deputy Assistant Secretary of the

Interior Deparmment, n the exhoustive work of
drawing up o land bill. three—way effort hommered

out the S. 2906 which was infroduced by Senator Ernest
Gruening. The state legislature also hammered out and
enacted its bill that largely contained proposals in the
S. 206.

The Secretary of the Interior had gotten his wish
that a three—way effort be mode in drawing vp a land
measure. There was even o hearingon the 5. 2906 in
Anchorage conducted by Senator Henry M. Jackson of
Washington State and his Senate Commitiee on Interior

‘ond Insular Affairs. _
The greatest portion of the testimonies fovored

S. 206 and there was not o word of dissension from the
Interior Department during the hearing. This was taken
with the attitude that the Dﬂmi was concurring
with the proposals of the bill. So for so good, was the
general feeling.

Lately, however, Stewart Udall has made a complete
tum—about from his strong plea that o three—way effort
be made to amive ot o compromise bill acceptable to dll
parties. He has drofted o new bill and this bill has
completely ignored the efforts of the Task Force, the
State ond that of his own department. This is o stronge
turn of events ofter everyone concemed thought that a
three—way working ogreement had been ochieved.

In his note to the editor of this newspaper, Senator
Emest Gruening soid, “In my opinion, the Secretary’s
oction in completely rejecting the work of the Tosk

Force as represented by S. ﬂﬁ was arbitrary and com-
pletely unjustifiable.”’
The Secretary’s new bill contains such propescals os

the 50,000 ocres per village containedin the controver-
sial ond original Interior bill S. 1964 ond which wos
rejected by the native people of Alaske as :ﬂﬂﬂllr
unacceptable.”’

Emil Notti, president of the Alaske Fm of
Natives dl:lnrul lost week in the following manner:

“...The Task Force thought it had & commiiment
ond | om sure that many members will consider the new
draft a breach of faith by the Department of the Interior,
and a breach of faith not only as to the lond itself, bet
also as to the Department’ s evident intent to maintoin
permanent control of Al-htlhlvn, “toq-l'l:dnl"
ond business offairs..."” |

And, o0, mmmm-nhm
and os he said in Anchorage, “‘we could be cought in
a crossfire of on argument in Congress.””




