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Basics ofoj certificationcertificationB-
yBy DENNIS DEMMERTDEMMERT-

The

DEMMERT-

TheThe Alaska Department of Education is sponsoring aa-

conference
a-

conferenceconference on teacher certification at the Anchorage West-

ward
West-

ward
WestWest-¬-

ward Hotel on February 15 , 16 , and 1711 , 19771917 . Today'sTodaysToday's-

column
Today's-

column

'

column will provide background information and certifica-

tion
certifica-

tion
certificacertifica--¬-

tion jargon .

Elementary and high school teachers in Alaska mustmust-

obtain
must-

obtainobtain a teaching certificate from the Alaska DepartmentDepartmentC-

ontinued

DepartmentC-

ontinued

DepartmentC-

ontinued(Continued on Page 10)10)

o



BasBasicsl s of teacher certification procedurespr edures I'I
(ContinuedCCqntinoed from PagaPagePape 2)22)-

of

2)-

of

)

of Education inm order to teachteac-
hl

teach-

minlm Alaska
AlaskaIn
In most states , includingincluding-

Alaska
including-

AlaskaAlaska , an individualmdivlduaJ must com-
plete

com-

plete
comcom-¬-

plete an ""approvedapproved " teacherteacher-
education

teacher-
educationeducation program in order toto-

obtain
to-

obtamobtainobtam certification . Each statestate-
has

state-
hashas its own procedures forfor-

"approving
for-

"approvmg""approvingapproving"approvmgapprovmg " teacher educationeducation-
programs

education-
programsprograms . The linkage betweenbetween-
"approved""approvedapprovedproved " programs and certi-
ficatIOn

certi-
fication

certicerti-certi-certi-¬-
fication is an important relation-
ship

relation-
ship

relationrelation-¬-

ship to understand .,

Teacher education programsprograms-
Inin Alaska are approved by thethe-

Teacher
the-

TeacherTeacher Education CertificationCertification-
AdvIsory

Certification-
AdvisoryAdvisory Board ( TECTECABAB ) .

TEeTECABAB is advisory to the StateState-
Board

State-
BoardBoard of Education .,

TEeTECABAB is made up of 1I anan-

elementary
an-

elementaryelementary teacher 2 . a hIgh-

school
highhigh-

schoolschool teacher 3 . an AlaskaAlaska-

Association
Alaska-

AssociationAssociation of School BoardsBoards-

representative
Boards-

representativerepresentative 4 . a University ofof-

Alaska
of-

AlaskaAlaska representative 5 . aa-

NatIOnal

a-

NationalNational Education Association-
Alaska

AssociationAssociation- -.

Alaska representative 6 . a Pro-

fessional
Pro-

fessional
ProPro-¬-

fessional Teaching PracticesPractices-
Commission

Practices-
CommissionCommission representative 17 ., aa-

Superintendent's
a-

Superintendent'sSuperintendent'sSuperintendents ' AssociationAssociation-
representative

Association-
representativerepresentative 8 .. a representativerepresentative-
ofof the Commissioner of Educa-

tion
EducaEduca--¬.

tiontlon 9 . a rrepresentativepresen tatlYe of pn-

vate
pripri-

vate
pn-pnpri-pri-¬-

vate institutionsmstltutlons .,

TECTECABAB has approved teacherteacher-
educatIOn

teacher-
educationeducation programs at thethe-

Umverslty
the-

UniversityUniversityUmverslty of Alaska , FairbanksFalTbanks ,

includingmcluding the CrossCross-culturalCrossculturalCross-eulturaleultural--< ultural Edu-

cation
Edu-

catioo
EduEdu-¬-

cationcatioo Development ProgramProgram-

XCED
Program-

XCED( X-CEDXCED--- ) ; the UniversityUmverslty ofof-

Alaska

of-

AlaskaAlaska , Anchorage and thethe-

University
the-

UniversltyUniversityUniverslty-UniversltyUniversltyof*'- of Alaska , Juneau .,

Sheldon Jackson is seekingseekmgseeking-
approval

seekmg-
approvalapproval . Alaska MethodistMethodist-
Umverslty

Methodist-
UniversityUniversityUmverslty had been approvedapproved-
when

approved-
whenwhen it was last operating .

TEeTECABAB evaluates programs In-

Alaska
inin-

AlaskaAlaska accordingaccordmg to ""StandardsStandards"Standards-
forfor State ApprovalApprovaJApprovaJofApprovalofof TeacherTeacher-
Education

Teacher-
I.ducation:.EducationI.ducationIducation , 1971 Edition .,

"

These were :createdtreated by thethe-

National
the-

Natlunal 'NationalNatlunal Association of StateState-
Directors

State-
DirettorsDirectorsDirettors: of Teacher EducationEducation-
and

Education-
andand Certification (NASDTECNASDTEC))
The NNASDTECASDTECNASDTE( ' standards are

used by most states for approv-
mg

approvapprov-approv-
mg

¬-

ingmg teacher education programsprograms-
m

programs-

ininm each state . Each state evalu-

ates
evalu-

ates
evaluevalu-evalu-evalu-¬-

ates teacher education programsprograms-
inin that state for approval .

Many states , includingincluding-
Alaska

including-
AlaskaAlaska , use the ""approvedapproved pro ¬.

gram " approach to certificationcertification-
ofof teachers . ""ApprovedApproved pro-
grams

propro-¬.-
grams " are those teacher educa-

tio
educa-

tioi
educa-educa-

tiodotioi1r programs in other statesstates-
which

states-
whichwhich are approved according toto-

NAS
to-

NASNASNAS3TEC)TEC standards . ApprovalApproval-
isis given by each state to institu-

tions
institu-

tions
instituinstitu--¬-

tions within its boundaries .

Whitworth CollegeCoUege , in Spokane ,

for example is approved byby-

Washington
by-

WashingtonWashington State . Its graduatesgraduates-
qualify

graduates-
qualifyqualify for Alaska certifIca-

ion

certifica-

tion
certificacertifica-¬-

(tionion because it is an ""approvedapproved ""

program .

The National Council forfor-

Accreditation
for-

AccreditationAccreditation of TeachersTeachers-
NC

Teachers-
NCATE( NCNCATEATE ) also has standards forfor-

national
for-

nationalnational accreditation oror-

approval
,

approval . NO teacher educationeducation-
m

education-

ininm Alaska has NCANCATETE approval .

One criticism of nationalnational-
standards

national-
standardsstandards , whether NASDTECNASDTEC-
oror NCATE , is that they do notnot-

provide
not-

provideprovide consideration for locallocal-

or
local-

oror regional needs .

Alaskan certificacertificationhon is goodgood-
for

good-
forfor five years ., The five yeaiyeayeasyeas-

period
II-

penodperiodpenod is arbitrary and determin-
ed

determin-
ed

determindetermin--¬-
ed by the State .

Six semester hours ofuf studystudy-
are

study-
areare required for renewal . AlaskaAlaska-
has

Alaska-
hashas no stipulation regarding thethe-

content
the-

contentcontent of the six semester-
hours

semestersemester-
hourshours .

Some states have ""reciprocityreciprocity"reciprocity-
agreements

"reciprocity-
agreementsagreements " with other states .

This means that certified teach-
ers

teach-
ers

teachteach-¬-

ers in the one state can obtainobtain-
certification

obtain-
teruf:terufcertificationcatlon to teach in thethe-

other
the-

otherother state . As states move toto-

ward
to-

ward
to-to¬-

ward the approved programprogram-
approach

program-
approachapproach , reciprocity may bebe-

come
be-

wme
be-be¬-

comewme a minormmor issue . Alaska hashas-

reciprocity
has-

reciprocityreciprocity agreements now withwith-
only

with-
onlyonly Washington State and Utah .

Paraprofessional work inin-

education
in-

educationeducation does not add to anan-

individual's
an-

individual'sindividual'sindividuals'' ability to gaingain-

certification
gain-

certlficauoncertificationcertlficauon . Unless a parapro-parapro--

. .-- - -

fessional is in an approved pro-

gram
propro-¬-.

gram ,. he or she gains nothing to ¬.

ward certification .

Educators in some states havehave-

sought
have-

soughtsought fullfuU control of certificacertifica-certifrcacertifica-

tion
¬-

tion by the profession . ThisThis-

would
This-

wouldwould be similar to the bar ,

which regulates entry into thethe-

legal

the-

legallegal profession . It would rere-

move
re-

move
re-re-¬-

move certification from thethe-

direct
the-

directdirect control of citizens otherother-

than
other-

thanthan educators .

Both NCANCATETE and NASDTEC-

standards
NASDTEC-

standards
NASDTEC

standards say that their purposespurposes-
areare to upgrade the quality ofof-

instruction
of-

instructioninstruction teachers receive .

The points made ababdVeabvveve

should show that certification isis-

not
is-

notnot an independent process .

There are a number of relatedrelated-

considerations
related-

considerationsconsiderations . In spite of thethe-

jargon
the-

jargonjargon jungle , however , change isis-

still
is-

stillstill possible . Any suggestion forfor-

change
for-

changechange must take into accountaccpuntaccount-
those

accpunt-
thosethose various requirements andand-

limitations
and-

limitationslimitations .

Ultimately teacher certifica-

tion
certifica-

tion
certificacertifica--¬-

tion should help to assure usus-

that
us-

thatthat we have qualified teachersteachers-
inin our schools . Even with com-
plicated

com-
plicated

comcom-¬-

plicated procedures , we can andand-

must
and-

mustmust have a certification processprocess-
that

process-
thatthat provides qualified edu-

cators
edu-

cators
eduedu-edu-edu-¬-

cators .


