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. FFAIRBANKSAIRB NKS -- The oldestoldesf''humaqhuman bobodyy evereyerelver discovered in

\' Alaska-thatAlaskathat-
,

ooff( a St.tLawrenceSttLawrenceSt.tLawrence-
Island

St . ; LawrenceLawrence-
IslandIsland woman estimated to be
11,6001600,,,,600600 years old-willoldwill- be.reberebereturnedbereturned-
to

., turned
to the island this summersummet for-

final
for-

fmal
for

finalfmal burial .

Since it was brought to the-

Univenity
the-

University
the

UniversityUnivenity of Alaska , FairbanksFairbanks-
inin 1973 for scientific study ,. the-

body
the-

body
the

body has been kept iniTa freeler-
facilities

freezer-
facilities

freezerfreeler
facilities to minimize. deterio-
ration

deteriodeterio-¬.-

ration .

The body'sbodys' return to StSt...

Lawrence Island this summersummer-
will

summer-
willwill be in keeping with a com-

mitment
comcom-¬.-

mitment made at the time it waswas-
turned

was-
turnedturned over to university scien-

tists
scienscien-¬.-

tists by island Eskimos .
""WeWe are deeply grateful toto-

the
to-

thethe people of Savoonga for noti-
fying

notinoti-¬.-

fying us of their discovery ofof-

this
of-

thisthis body and permitting andand-

assisting
and-

assistingassisting us to bringbnng it out ,." saidsaid-

Zorro
said-

ZorroZorro Bradley , National ParkPark-

Service
Park-

ServiceService anthropologist workingworking-
atat the university .

The forzen , well preservedpreserved-
body

preserved-
bodybody was found by EskimoEskimo-

hunters,
\

hunters in a low ,. sea-washedseawashedsea.washedseawashedseawashed-

cliff
-.

cliffdiff at KialegakKlalegak PointPomt , near StSt..

Lawrence Island'sIslands' SoutheastSoutheast-
Cape. Cape . As the beach eroded ,. It-

began
I-

tj
itit-

beganj began to washwashoutout.. The hunters ,

,
" . . .

, . ,

,.thinking.thlnldngthlnldng the bodbody would bebeof, ofof-

Interest
of-

interestinterest
,
to sscientists-scientistssFlentistsscientistsremovedientlstsj,;- removed It-

from
itit-

fromfrom thethe.clirftheclirfthecliff'
.,.cliffcliff and

., ..rebJ1rirebJ1ri.reburiedreburiedd
,. ,

It-

on
it-

on
ltit

on the ' tundra '
, above , down ; inin-

the
in-

thethe permafrostpennafrost *. ,
ThatThJt waswas inin October , 19721912 ,

In the summer of "

1973 jhethethe-

hunters
the-

huntersRayhuntershunters-RayhuntersRayhuntersRay-,;Ray , GGabrielbriel ,
""'"-

and
a-

ndandand-

BradIey
andand-

BradleyBradleyBradIey Gologergen ,. brothersbrothen ,
of thet.he

.
village of Savoonga-toldSavoongatoldSavoongatold-

Bradley
SavoongatoldJ-

JradIey
-

BradleyJJradIey of their findfmd and tooktook-
him

took-
himhim to the burial site . Recogni-
zing

RecogniRecogni-¬.-
zingotthethe scientific importance ofof-

the
otfot

the body , Bradley made plans toto-

ship
to-

shipship it to Fairbanks.,.
One thing Bradley and otherother-

researchers
other-

researchersresearchers quickly determined :

the woman had met a violentviolent-
end

violent-
endend , possibly in the collapse ofof-

an
of-

anan earthen house .

The body was naked andand-

found
and-

foundfound in an area that had longlong-

been
long-

beenbeen inhabited , a mound-likemoundlikemound.likemoundlikemound.like-
area

moundlike-
area

-.

area composed of old houseshouses-
superimposed

houses-
superimposedsuperimposed on one another ,

said Bradley . It was in a flexedflexed-
position

flexed-
positionposition with the knees drawndrawn-
up

drawn-
upup under the chest , .one.one side ofof-

the
of-

thethe face was crushed , moss-likemosslikemosslike-
materiaJ

mosslike-
material

-

materialmateriaJ was found in thethe-

stomach
the-

stomachstomach and lungs which couldcould-
have

could-
havehave been swallowedswaUowed and inhaledinhaled-
ifififaa body had been crushed intointo-
the

into-
thethe earth by a great weight , and

,

some vegetvegetationtion Identif1identifiedldentifledd
'

>', as '
chickweed was , clutchedciutched intlloneInoneone ,

.,.handhandhand .
"

TheTheI I.,.greatgreat agage "''"ofof'of''

the bodybody-

was

body-

waswas determineddetennlned by
.,.scientistsscientistsSciscientists-

from
ntistsntists-

rom(fromrom
,

''-
two

t-

wotwo,
two institutions '

-

workingworking-

Independently
working-

independentlyIndependently , said ..George'S.GeorgeSGeorgeSGeorge
,

'S .

Smith ,
0-

1
_
a Nationalhlational ' Park , Semce-

anthropolo8ist
ServiceSemceService-

anthropologistanthropologistanthropolo8ist whowhd reportireports toto-

Bradl
to-

BradleyBradlBradleyr and '1s'isisis doing grad&ategradategraduategrad&ate-

work
graduate-

work
graduate&

work SinIn the university'suniversitys' Depart-
ment

DepartDepart-*.-

ment of Anthropology .

Dr . Michael R,. Zimmennan-
of

Zimmerman-
of

ZimmermanZimmennan
of the University of Penn-
sylvania

Penn-
sylvania

PennPenn-¬-

sylvania Hospital performedperfonnedperfonnedanperformedananan-

autopsy''autopsyautopsyutopsy shortly after the bodybody-
had

body-
hadhad arrived at FairbanksFairbanksandandand-

took
and-

tooktook tissue samples back toto-

Pennsylvania
to-

PennsylvaniaPennsylvania for radiocarbol1-
datiAA

radiocarbonradiocarbol1radiocarbon-
datingdatingdatiAA , said Smith . The Smith-
sonian

SmithSmith-¬.-

sonian Institution conducted aa-

similar

a-

similarsimilar tissue examination ."

The St . Lawrence Island bodybody-
isis by far the oldest discovered inin-

Alaska
in-

AlaskaAlaska , said Smith . Bodies foundfound-
in

found-
inin the Aleutians , previously con-

sidered
con-

sidered
concon-¬-

sidered the oldest , were no moremore-
than

more-
thanthan ""severalseveral hundred yearsyears-
old

years-
oldold ," he added .

In his autopsy , ZimmermanZimmerman-
found

Zimmerman-
foundfound the internal organs of thethe-

body
the-

bodybody remarkably well preserved ,

which indicates it was probablyprobably-
frozen

probably-
frozenfrozen '

almost immediately afterafter-
death

after-
deathdeath , said Bradley . From thethe-

condition
the-

conditioncondition of the atrophiedatrophied-
ovaries

atrophied-
ovariesovaries , it was concluded thethe-

woman
the-

womanwoman was of postmenopausalpostmenopausal-
ageage , near SO50 , he said .

The autopsy revealed otherother-
things

other-
thingsthings about the woman . ""SheShe"She-
definitely

"She-
defmitelydefinitelydefmitely had severe ''blackblack lung '
said Smith . Such a condition , hehe-

said
he-

saidsaid , is typical of persons who
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