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Beginning TlingitTIingit is a basic textbook of the TlingitTIingit llanguagelanguage-

produced

guageguage-
"J""JJ"-

Jproducedproduced jointly by the Alaska Native Education Board , ., AlaskaAlaska-

NativeNative Language Center and TlingitTIingit Readers , Inc . TheThc.auThcauThe-authorsTheauthors.- au thorsthorspf..9f9fof thethe-

book

;

book have attempted to do several things ((1)1) write aa'setaset' set of instruc-

tions

instruc-

tions

instruc-instrucinstrucinstruc-¬-
'

tions for teaching TlingitTIingit as a second language for those who do notnot-

speak
not-

speakspeak TlingitTIingit already ((2)2) give some $suggestionsuggestions and directidirectionsns for p-

those
tpt-

thosethose who speak Tlingitl1ingit and want to teach the languagelanguage(3)language3()' ((3)3) explain-

some
explain i

some of the grammar of the language to provide an insight Into-

understanding
into

'
understanding how it works . PreparingPrtparing such a book was a big order .

Tlingitl1ingit is a complicated language , as is English . Imagine what itit-

would

'
,;

would be like if you were to teach someone from Mars how to speak tt-

AmericanAmerican EnglishEngJish7? Then try to put it allaU down into one book ! NoraNora-

and
.

and RicahrdRichhrd Dauenhauer are probably as well qualified as anyone toto-

write
,

;

write such a book . Nora speaks the language fluently , Richard has ,JJ-

been

tt-

beenbeen trained as a linguist.. Of course they had sense enough to workwork-

with
work-

withwith other skilled people like Constance Naish , Gillian Story , JeffJeff-

Leer
Jeff-

Leer JeffII

Leer and Michael Drauss . -

No matter how good a text book is , it cannot teach thethe-

language
the-

languagelanguage by itself ; the first bit of advice this reviewer would have isis-

to
is-

toto findnnd yourselfyourselfaa good speaker of Tlingit11ingit.. In fact , it would be help-

ful
help-

ful
helphelp-¬-

ful if there were a series ofofcassettecassette tape recordings to accompanyaccompany-

the
accompany-

thethe book so that students could practice at home . A writing systemsystem-

only
system-

onlyonly reflects the spoken language , and it will take anyone manymany-

hours
many-

hourshours of practice to learn even the basics of Tlingitl1ingit..
.

The authors point out that the Tlingit language willwillnevernevernever-

come
never-

comecome back into use as it was in the past , but that is no excuse forfor-

not
for-

notnot studying the language . For those who are Tlindtsllin2itsTlinaits bvby birth ,. itit-

may
it-

maymay increase their pride in their cultural heritage . For those of usus-

who
us-

whowho are limitedlumted to one language , like English , a study of Tlingitl1ingitTlingit-
can

l1ingit-
cancan expand our minds . A new language can show us new ways ofof-

looking
of-

lookinglooking at the world , new ideas on living with other people in otherother-
cultures

other-
culturescultures , and even make us think a little differently . This is the first ,

and as far as this reviewer knows , the only real textbook on thethe-

Tlingit
the-

Tlingit11ingitVerbTlingitVerbTlingit language . By supplementing it with Naish and Story'sStorys' Tlingit11ingit
Verb Dictionary , and with the proposed Noun Dictionary they hopehope-
to

hope-
toto produce very soon , there will be enough material available for reaJ-

college
realreaJreal-

collegecollege classes in the Tlingit language . Although the book is brokenbroken-
down

broken-
downdown into only nine lessons , there is enough in it to keep thethe-
average

the-
averageaverage student busy for a whole year .

. .
.ItsItsIts evident that the book is a labor of love . Even though thethe-

prIce
the-

priceprice isIS $$12.8012.801280. , they won'twont' be making much money for allaU the timetime-
and

time-
andand effort they have invested . On behalf of all of us who have been
lookingbeenlookingmuchbetterfor such a book for a long time , and finallyfmally got one much
better than we had hoped to findnnd , all we can say is ""ThankThank you "
- Gunalc-GunalcheeshGunalcheeshGunalch4shyouGunalcheeshsh !


