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A plan please

Once again the Grand Lord Pooh-Bah has struck.

His eminence, the honorable James Watt; Keeper of
Our Lands and the Fish and Fowl Thereon; the Great
Developer: Lord of Wildlife: the Great Pmtocmr of Our
Native Peoples; and Chief Hiﬁﬁntﬂ of All the Fishies
in the Rivers and Streams; this Great Man has stuck agaif.

Watt was in Seattle over the weekend announcing he
intends to support legislation to “open up” hunting
and fishing in Alaska's National Parks. Of this proposal
we do not take particular umbrage.

Although there could certainly be some danger in-
volved in wholesale opening up of federal lands for
sportsmen, we feel certain Alaskans, especially lifedong
Natives and non-Natives, would zealously guard against
any frivolity or malicious mischiefl from hunters within
these boundaries.

At any rate, such legislation is only in the planning
stages, and ‘'we cannot comment to any further degree
unless and until such legislation is introduced and ex-
plained in Congress.

What particularly galled us was Mr. Wmumpmtnd
comments concerning subsistence, with special ref-
erence to Interior's role concerning this vital matter.

Watt reportedly said that the Department of Interior
has no contingency plans should the subsistence reped]
initiative pass after November's election.

No contingency plans! To explain away his reasoning
for mo contingency plans, Watt stated, “I'm told it’s
(the subsistence initiative) not going to pass.”

This must be of particular interest to those who are
seeking to repeal Alaska’s subsistence laws. For, if they
do succeed in erasing this vital law from Alaska’s books,
they can probably plan on at least one year, maybe long-
er, of unencumbered freedom to pillage and plunder the
rcmummmfmmmrwﬂm

And, unchecked, they could do great damage, perhaps
II'I'HPII'IH']’ htﬁ:deﬁmmﬂlﬂlmdm
within the state.

Because how long would it ulullmmdm
unwieldy organization such as Interior to gear up and
fully implement plans to retain subsistence lifestyles?
Certainly not weeks or even months,

We are truly appalled that this man, in such a power-
ful and prestigious position, would deign to express such
careless disregard and callousness toward a proposition
that nufm:hhnpm.hﬁ'ﬂiphﬁiullrmdmm.
to so many people.



