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Mr.Mr?. , anti4 Mrs.Mrs. Art,Art Douglas and their , grandson.DoughgrandsonDoughgrandson.grandson. r,

Douglas'Douglas? ' puts food on hishis'
' tabitablo'thcougtitablothcougti' through'subsistencethroughsubsistence' subsistence , hunting and

fishhgVsupplementedfshing'supplementedfshingsupplemented, ' by vegetables
y-

their
From his gardengaiden,? ,

. I

,Subsistence

includes farm

in'in' Selawik&lawiklawik&
.
. By BillBiil lies

TundfTundra Times! SfftSteff
In a land where man\manmanly\

thought hatthat( nothing could be

grown to eattat , broccoLbroccoli.broccoli ,. leitucelettuce
and other fresh Vegetables are
being raised in quantities thaithis
oneone. . day may be great enough
to help feed the people across
the Arctic

bert Creisttheist grew up humhunt
ing and Fishing and living of'ofoft'

the land and the subsistence
lifestyle is still important to
him.him. tielie now manages an ex
perimental farm into Selawik and
sees agriculture as a good wavway

to'to', supplement the local die'diedie- '-

, at a reduced price.price.
! The farm also is a gooo wavway

to pupus people to work drtyni'ni'
even to(o ;:ombaiombat some social
problems such as alcoholism

'LasLas'lastlast' veaiveat we cmploveoemploveo
abouabout) 8'-8'88 '- people iifeisikreisi, not
ed ThisTats yeaveal wen-wenwe re- employ
lnging io0soso Isisai

Besides giving oeople work
the tarmfarm also seemseems to tiavhavt

i ' helped a few gain scitself fesperrospcO *

"AbouAbou"AboutAbout" ) halt of ouout crew ftaonao

alcoholism problemproblems, krets'reisreis', )

explained 'WorkingWorking' nanas kepikept
them away Iromrom the(he bottle

(Continued on Page Twelve )
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Vinelinc) '

One worker fitin particular
liashas reportedly

,
gonegone from being

one-one-, of the most unhealthy
looking , seeminly hopeless
drunkdrunks aroundwound to att bright
employee who takes pride iilo?

his job.job. A robust complexion
has replaced the sickly pallor
which had hung on his face.face.

GreistGrelst .expressesexpresses., gratitude

A, that.thattit.,
' 'thethe' f 4progranprogram baa been

ableable'' ?toto help thethecommunity, fionuiiunity
tola'suchlasuch' $uch a minnermanner ? ButBut'' that iiis
not what ftit wtwit .cttablishedcttablishedestablished.

;

for.for. '
F, ' ' "

,

The ttatestate , LelsbturLegislature( grantsgrar V
ed lhthe( village of Selawlk$ lawik $1.3.13.13$ . .,.

million , to .test.test.test.testthe., the practicality
and possibilitypossibility of fanningfarming InIA

the Northwest Alaska , region.region..
State Sen.SenSea.Sea. Frank.Frank.,

FerFergusonuson
sponsored the granigrant legislationlegislatlon.legislatlon .,

4 1

. - . .'\,
'
"WeWe" have SO$0Ipaiieties0Ipaiieties$ TaHetWofof 20'2010|'

different
'- 'vegetablesvegetables' ,; 1' Greistvdrelst

sayssays-- of.of., the ,.SelawikSelawikSelaw1k. ,
r firm.firmfamt.famt.,

'"WeWe"Wt ireare "developingdevelopingdeveloping"jnj'otma-developing"jnj'otmadevelopingjnjotma
"

,

lniorma.lniorma|' .-,
""

tfontkns'on'whichplantsaretknsonwhichplantsare'on 'which ,plants"areare mustmost
apappropriateioprlateforJo'rJor,

' use Into the Arc'ArcArt-Art, -'
tictv'tv

,
'.'"Jhe'firmJhefirm"'

,The'The'

,
faftn nsCtually:actually'lsactuallyls'isis'

a.ai.

short distance from town , in

anin area.whichareawhicharea
.
which can get asis much.much.,

as
'
20.202q., ckgreeswarmerdegrees

,*lirmerthair,_thann,
(n

the village , whichwhich Ish
'

closercloset to
the leaseC; ;

,

The farmfarm'SfarmS',1s1s
,

) bufltbuilt;.onon.on a slight
slope whfchwhich fallows

--allows
a-llows- gravity to

help "lnWgation.ThelnWgation.ThelnWgationThesIn"

, irrigation .,;, The soil is
mounded '-around

a-round' around the plants'plantplant' ;
,

and .thethe.,the mounds areisle covered
with dearclear plastic''sheetingplasticsheetingplastic"sheeting'"' to
draw morimort of the sunsun'ssuns*' warmthwjrmth

'
to the plant foots.footstoots"toots."

A small , Japanese tractor is

, used jbtniuchTot(
, much of'theofthe' the'workthework'work.work.,

' '
' but mostmost Is , ttfflstill (,'donedonedone 'byby

hand.hand. CreistGrelst saysays that horsehorses
| 'areare', tie beingbeing considered4oasidired for Wlise'lise'

fotfor much of the workwork whichwhic h
normally would be''donebedonebe'be'''' done lyby
machines onon farmsfarms elsewhereehewliie '

Horses ; could save a greatgreat
i,

dealdeal'deal' of 'duelduel' , ' Grcist'GrcistGrelst'explainsGrelstexplains' explains ;
.,

and the .grainneeded'tq.grainneededtqgrainneededtq. grain ,, needed ' to feed

them possibly could -bebe- grown

locally.locally.
Additional equipmentequipment'

'
has

beenbeen brought in from the Det-1Det1Dal-,

tato region'region' , and workers have

built a 40 x 20 footfoot , double ,

log equipment shed which

GreistGrelst describes as "supersuper" inin-in-

sulated"sulatedsulated.." Using local resources ,

the cost of the shed came to
onlyS2,000.onlyS2000.onlyS2000only 51,000.51000.51000, .

A Minnesota firm.firmfirm ., Rural
Ventures, Inc.Inc., hashas bcebeen .hiredhired.,

to help , with the managementmanagement

of the farm.farm. "WeWe" tried to look
forIfor a 'firm'firm'firm

'
in 'Alaska'Alaska'toAlaskato

'
to helhelp -us1us1us'us- '
4 'with the management ,;*' Grels'tGrelstGrelit

explains , "butbut" we couldn'tcouldnt'
I rindfind anybody.anybody ."

Help also has come from

the NANA corporation , and
'

from the University of ;Alaska.Alaska.

GreistGrelst notes'thatnotesthat' studies done

by UUkoiloh gardeninggardenlng'andgardenlngand'and fannfarm.farm.

ingIns elsewhere In Alaska have
helped to determine'whatdeterminewhatdetermine'determine ' what to

''experimentexperiment' with at SelawflcSelawlk ,

' butbut'itbutit' It will taktak4? alot.lotlot., ofexperi-ofexperiof exper-exper!-

. . . . .mentationmentatiort , to "see11see11"seesee."" what propl roPA'roPA'

ictuaily growgrow besithere.besitherebesfi Xheie,
.,, ; '

.-
l

l.

luxInkaddition'toInkadditiontoaddition'toadditionto' vegetables,
GrelsFsayGroiit iys'otheriysother"' the( experiments'experimentsexpetltnents'

wfll'willwill' bebetrled.triedtried.

, withjurwith.furwithfur. farmingfanftng ,

and livestockjivestofk wsuch, such as reindeer-reindeerreindeer-

and'eyenandeyen'
pig

,
and chickens.chickens.

"
4'4' ,J

'"EventuallyEventually" ,'ifterifter'' after people "seeseesee

how successful'successful' 'thethe' project'itprojectitpmject'ispmjectis' ,

we hope.hope., they'lltheyll' become'becomebecome '

'
en.enen.

thused andnd make a long ternrt'eimteim ,

commitment "toto-to"- , that typtypt'typt'
of work ,"'

It doedoes mean changeschiinges In somesome
peopledpeople'speoples' : Jifestylelifestyle , GreistGrelst , ad-iadisd - }

mitt.mittmats.mats.. Up .everydayeveryday. atat 5S ajn.ajnam.am.

andand.out-toand.outtoand.outandoutto. out'tooutto'-, workfork; on'th-
e

onth-
eod'theodthe'' farm

by'SbySby'by' 6 ; ajnali1.ali1, .; buthebut he stresses'stressesatiessei' that
subsistence ,Uverthers , havehare long

metmet'met' xuchsuch strenuousstrenuous demands.demands.
He aboalso believebelieves that the fdi.fdi"dede

" .
mandmind ;of farming cancan'can'be'bebeblend'

,
blend-blendair-',

ed.wte-

h

edwte-
h

edwith., ,, ,'thethe'' :; subsistencesubslsientx
, .life-.life. -

style.style., ., "IfIf"1
,

youT'staaeiyouTstaaeiyeti ; "staggerstagger'" the
hours, ,

glue(ive'ive' people 'almaalma' time off
aftet

'-
planting

p-

lanting'
planting for twotwo oroi three ,,

weeks soso-'thautheyso-thauthey'that.theythatthey. can go, out-out-,
,hunting , fishing , berry pickingp"lngNplngN" ,?
so.soso ., they 'cancan' .getget.,

'
"theirtheir"
their

,
ducks ,

and their moose;moose , then it blendsbkridi
with subsistence needs.needs.: -

;i , _

GreistGieist , foreseesforeieei a .limelimetune., lienwhen ,,

there could tebe aboutabout.20about20.20 cmallnsmalln
farms'farms' throughout'throughout' thethe'regiontheregion' regfon,

supplying'fresh'vegetablessupplyingfreshvegetablessupplyidg4resh' 'vegetabks, at a

lower TileMet, than they'cantheycanthey ' cut be
brought in from Outside.Outside.

Then ;along withx ith'ith' those ducks-ducks,,-

moose , caribou , sealseal.berrlessealberrles. ,berrtes ,
whale and fish ,, there might be
a few more potatoes , brocollibroccoli.broccoli.
head lettuce , cabbage , andand even4vea
tomatoes andand'nthcrsandnthcrs'other vegetables

'-The
T- he'

in the vfflages.vfflagesvillages.villages. Th money
spent on these goods'wouldgoodswouldgoods-wouldgoodswould-'
go backback'' intoiato'lheiatolhe' the Inuplat comcom--com- -

munity.munitymunhy.munhy.. , a-sas- ,?st.4kst4km'r4mr4'. f.ifiSr,:,. . :.rcrc.

FanningFaimlng rniy bo jnewintiew"in'SittiewinSit" SeP' :
'

awikawlk ,," but It'hasIthasIt ' has'has been around
the NANA'regionNANAregionNANA'regtonNANAregton' for aa wjiilew ifle;:

LastLait 'yearyear' , Katherine Dever-DeverDevgt.Devgt-.
esuxeaux , the agricultural , co-or-coorcod- ,-,
dinator for MauniilaqMaunfilaq , the :non,ion
profit annarm 'ofof"of'" NANA ; '.-spent

s-
pent.

thethe'surnmerthesurnmer'summer tnIn Ambler, ; helping
with the Jarmfarm there and assist-assistassist -,

Ingins vfflagersvillagers who'who'
, werewere interInter..

ested 'inin'
In getting their own

gardensgaideds"going.gaidedsgoing.gaidedsgoing
"

going.going. Some had experexper..

- A.A. 1 \. /. ' . - ,fenceience ?, ,of seversaver'ssavers'!,, yeyryefs Aeedyy.Aeedyyy . -yy
'andand' andneededneeded little If anyny help.help.:' -W-W- '

-
,"

The 35-ecre35ecre354cre- farmfarm.farm,.
' owseea-owseeaoverseen - . '

,byby'by' Nelson"Nelsonr" 091st( cist , .who'.whowho.,who ' also/alsoalso/ . '

tuntuns hishis own-firmownfirm,own'own-' farm ,
and hasha3

made'made' 'aa' a.smallasmall.smallsmall. pioHtprofit'profit' fromlt.fromlt?, , . .,

'

and WBargerJim""Barge"JimBarge" ", artdirt agriculturalavIcultura!

workerwtirket employedemplo edJ,
byy

,
)11)'MaunA.MaunA.MaunA' -. '

,

laqlaq"appears'laqappears,
""'appearappear' 'toto' to bcbe doing well

thisthis'' year !;! DDbveresiuxvereaux ; notesnotes

that 30 acresacresU'vbacresUvbhavt'
been planted

in'titi' graingrab; ,; including oatwatt , barley ,
,

buckwheat and milletmillet.millet,. ' x

JhereThere, .areare., two acrewelt of po-popea-

.tatoestatoes.tatoes-whichtatoeswhich, -which hhsvav6 proved sue.sueuc-uc-. ,

cessfulicessful, inthepast'andinthepastandin, the ; 2s ,' and .hope".hopehopehope'.: "' '
fully.fully., wffl'agaWHeadwfflagaWHeadwM'sg"wMsg'' " Head Jettuce.lettucelettuce. ,;? .

cabbageabbage ,, broccolibroccoli , cauliflower , "

ieleryeleryr; aodand briibr"liprouts'brliprouts"eltprouti'areeltproutiare, )
' are

also $-" anfe'also growing-and'aregrowingand'areandaregrortin expected
to(o produce a crop.cropprop.prop.

. ' DeyereauxDevefeaux'Devefeaux
'
, notesVies.Vies, . that 'thethe' the

paingain
,

'

j C"C" beingbefog growngroym 'to'to'
to ' terttest

its fearibuityfeasibility'feasibility' in,
to the ;.region.region.regionreglod.reglod

.
.. :

Much of it is notnot.expeetednotexpeeted. expected to
Iebd .harvested/.harvested.,

harvested /, ' partly because
the growing season began later
than.usualthanusualthan .usual , thisthis'' yearyears and144 part.part;. ., .

ly because.somebecausesomebecause ., some ppt( thethp, typetypes
being ' Utedttio maP , noC.worknoCworkopt,

,
;
.work.work. lnir, ,

' .ss.
thethelArctic-ArcticrCticC, - .HiHi.

,
art t"ktk" t't, -.i.i-': . yttek(4ht4ht( , t |

,Tb'egraiealspTbegraiealspTli4
'

grain e1so, belnggrowpbe 8rp | -

as a.aacover'cropacovercrop., cover'cropcovercrop' , ttpihelproop, ihel , stop, j
soasoderosion,, , eroiiori and ; then later

, toto'to'

beheawokedworked; back.backback
. Into thethoearth, earth

to Improveimprove the lopioiLtopsoil.topsoil.' -.
. Ambler ishickyfs

_lucky , ascaysaDevDev-Dev-
'-
uX

u-

X'
* 1 '-well

w-

ell',erea i-i- 7 ' 'TheThe'' "soilsoil"sofl U well,

drainedanddrsln9darid,;??
"ii" 4# warmerryaarmei IthaAtha

fafii '-man/'-manm-an' ;many"many/" .villages.villages.villagesrillagea.rillagea.; . . MostMost :'-ofo-f'oCit,\ltlt\ '

fa4'4' freefree'offreeof' ,.pf'permafrost.pfpermafrost.pfpermafrost., "permafrost.permafrost.permafrost'" . .ArcticArcticArcilc
.

famungfarming'farming '
, and"And" 'gardeninggardening' pftenoften

requirereiluire specialapeeial techniquesechriiquei ., .

such as building mounds above
the earth inW , order

, to protectprotect.,.
the seeds.ftomseedsftomj tdii !%.

I avtolax ld.ld.*jtr4tlor
0lo

uJe-shetfrtWplaitfctuJeshetfrtWplaitfctu "ihetihet-" " pifftle 1616b
14

maMyi ?
.trie'trie' sua'isuaisun '!% ; heathiat'and'warmhiatandwarm,

'andwann'
:,
, the'the', '

earth0 furtherfurthm
Forroi omesome cropsthesecrops, ,these tech-tech-

nbluesnes* ., ciutmust$ ,bfbc, done } Jlain
Ambler also , but'buCnotbuCnot' * not to'thetothe' exex-ex-

tent of elsewhere.elsewhere. For these
reasonsreasons ; a number'number' of Ambler.AmblerAmbles

.

residents have been gardening
for years.yearsstars.stars. Thanks toto the agriagrI--

'
cultural programprogram ,

,

eveneven more
are gardening now.nownow.now. Perhaps
most encouraging , residents are
growing their gardens ort.the-

ir

ortthe-

ir
oti .their

own ,; withwith'onlysnarginal'gsi1stwithonlysnarginalgsi1st'
onJy'onJy'niarglnal.rginal'gsi1st.rginalgsi1st.rginalgsi1st'assist .

ancesince!, Jromfrom ," the5the I ManniflaMigniila4'Migniila4 ' pr6;,
gram.gram.,, They havehave

, madertadtuie, usc.of'usc.ofuscof.gilgil.
'

thethg availability , ot'seedsotseedsof '*edsand, ., and r

have'takenhavetakenhave'iakeirhaveiakeir' 'advantageadvantage' of havinghaying
'tucesstucess'access too 'a-'aa,'a

-
roto-tiller.rototiller.rototiller.tillerrote-tillerrote- :. SeveralSeveral

sport nevnew'new' , greenhousegreenhouses which
'theythey' 'theyyhave'builtwlfhtheyyhavebuiltwlfh

'

Tiave
*' buut i,with'withpthe'pr6-pthe'pr6pthepr6' the 'pro-pro-

.,

gramgrams help, butbait they areare doing
the work on their own , leaving
Barger.freeBargerfreeBarger4reet4'Barger4reet4., ; t9

' puput'his"efforts'puthisefforts( 'his'effortshisefforts' '" '

into the fannfanrt, ;,

' Elsewhere'Elsewhere', ' In'InIn ' the1the'the'
.-
region

r-
egion.
region ,,

differentdifferent.communitleidifferentcommunitlei,. communitiet ireare try'1try1try.try'. '
-IngIng- ing thefrthek'bwnthekbwn' own garden projects , '

adjusting them'them' to thethe"differentthedifferent
"
different

'-
climatic

c-

limatic
'
climatic

(
'andand' soil variationsvariations.variations., ,

WorkshopsWorkshops' ' havehair been held on
' planting ',and weeding ,,,

and will'willwill '; r

be held on canning andend food
preservation.preservationpreservatlOn.preservatlOn. , ,

' '

; SomeSoine i( communities.expect.communitiesexpect.communitiesexpectcornmunitks.expectcornmunitksexpect. "
, . '

Joa hold /airairfairs/ latelate"thislatethis"
thl summer//summersummer-summer/;/,-,

wherewhere'where' villagers will , bi able to-toto -,' ;
,

I, show offoft'oft' the , vegetablesvegetables.. of.ofof . ;.
,

their , laborlabor.. And someseine people
'

willwill'will not'notnot''barnotbar' '
be mikingmaking asat many

trips to the storestore toto-to- buy some-
"som-
esoma "

very expensiveexpensivt vegetables.vegetables ., .,
.,


