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CELL BLOCK the door is ajar where the san Ranfranciscocisco area
indians hold their meetingsmeelings they hope to make alcatraz island
into an indian cultural center
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WATER TOWER this was the source of water for the federal
prisoners note the large writings on the water tank

all photos by RICHARD GARCIA
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ALCATRAZkalcatraz the Arbeamericanrican indians recentlyinvadedrecently invaded the island 0
alcatraz off san francisco formerly federal maximmaximumurn securitsecurity

prison it is now abandoned

alaskanlas n eskimoki 0 Ttakesakes Ppart in
indeindianion alcatrazalc0trax islandisiand- iraffairaffoAffo

EDITORSEDITORIS NOTE recently
300 san francisco bay area
american indians invainvadedded the
island ofaofalcatrazficatrazIcatraz famous as the
federal maximum security prison
aandnd which had been discontinued
byb the government in favor of
thexe san quentin prasonwsonison to claim
it as their own on the basis of
ppriorveror discontdisconbdiscovery by the indians

y1adethe incident has made nationaltat ional
headlines adding interest is

Rrichardichard carcia who writes of an
eskimo who is taking part in the
alcatraz affair garcias wife
karen workedworkedforfor tundra times
in fairbanks two yearscars ago Rrich-
ard

ich
is working jorfor a degree in

anthropology and has taken in-
terest in the native americans 0off
the united states

by RICHARD GARCIA
santa clara california

the native american indian is
tired of being the victim of brok-
en treaties rustled off to reserva-
tions and exploited by his white
brother

recently a group of american
indians landed on alcatraz is-
land the once federal maximum
security prison to claim it in the
name of all indinas in the hope
of establishing a cultural center

included in this center would
be a program of native american
studies an american indian spir-
itual center center of ecology
and museum where the white
man may visit and leamlearn of his
indian brothers ways

since their occupation of the
islandislan cf state national and inter-
national news coverage has
brought new attention and con-
cern to the indian problem

among those who have defied
the white power structure and
gainednewdignigained new dignityty forhispeoplefor his people
by remaining on the island is
joe bill a native alaskan eski-
mo

joe is the son of mr & mrs
tall of hooper bay a graduategra4wotc
of saint marysmar3esmarbes mission andind one
who looks forward to a better
way of life for his people

he came to san francisco in
1965 to attend san francisco
state college and major in 1native
american studies upon gradua-
tion from state he plans to re-
turn to his village to teach

at present joe is working
with the equal opportunityoppdrtiinity pro-
gram and administration of san
francisco state to make possible
the acceptance next year of more

native american Eieskimoseikimoskimos
he Is also involved in tl

california indian students uniounioiunini
which hahas representatives 1

nearly all universities junior anarf
state collegescollegeg in californiacalifornia

periodically these represen
tives meet ahd anxrdiscusstxiewdikussnew pr

grams and ways in which the
may help to better their peophpeopt

the organization which joe
now representing on the island
now in the process of viewigviewirviewivielir
the problems of his alaskaalaskabask
brother and hopes in the nesne
future to render aid and supporseppor

joe is a fine example of whawh4wh
the future holds for the previouprevious
ly oppressed indian and eskirr
of our country his people w
no longer be a silent neecdeec
minority they will be hear


