
From our Anchorage BureauBurea-

uI

Bure-

aumayBureauII. .:
1I/ inayinaynotmaymaynotnot agree withawith a wordlfJord you say ,',

The process of decidingdeciding-

where
deciding-

wherewhere and how ththe publicpublic-

should
public-

shouldshould be able to cross NativeNative-

lands
Native-

landslands to reach public landslanlands andand-

facilities
and-

facilitiesfacilities , is complicated at best..

At worst , It'sIts' a nightmare .,

Briefly , here is how ease-

ments
easeease-¬.-

ments are reserved for villagevillage-

land
village-

landland selections , based on thethe-

claims
the-

claimsclaims act , Secretarial Order
2982 , aridand conversations withwith-

officials
with-

officialsofficials of the Bureau of LandLand-

Management
Land-

ManagementManagement and the Land UseUse-

Planning
Use-

PlanningPlanning Commission :

HavinglIaving received a village oror-

regional
or-

regionalregional land selection appliappli-

cation
appli-appli-¬.

cation , the BLM district officeoffice-

for
office-

forfor the area holds aI '''Villag-

emeeting

'village-

meeting
Village'Village

meeting to discuss easemeasementseasements-

with
tsts-

withwith the people to hear theirtheir-

views
their-

viewsviews . District officers explainexplain-

which
explain-

whichwhich governmentgovenunent agenciesagencieslandagenciesland-
Qwners

, landland-
ownersownersQwners or other interests have

requested easements and forfor-

what
for-

whatwhat reasons .

The District Office thentheftthep sen.ds-

its
sends-

its
sendssen.ds

.

its informationtnfonrtaUoninforniatlon ,. including NativeNative-
testimony

Native-
testimonytestimony , to the Easement TaskTask-
Force

Task-
ForceForce ., With observersobserver fromfrQ111 thethe-

Land
the-

landLand Use Planning CommissionCommission-

and
Commission-

andand State of Alaska present ,. thethe-

Task
the-

TaskTask Force reviews the materialmaterial-
and

material-
andand prepares recornmendrecommendationsrecommendations-
to

tionstions-

toto the State Director as to wherewhere-

easements
where-

easementseasements should be located .,

After the State Director rere-

views

re-

views
re-rere-re-¬-

views the Task Force recommen-
dations

recommenrecommen--¬.
dations , he publishes aI Notice ofof-

Proposed
of-

ProposedProposed Easements . The publicpublic-

including
public-

includingincluding Native ,. then has 4545-

day
45-

daysdaydays, to comment on the ease-

ments
easeease-¬.-

ments and suggestsuggrst changes . TheThe-

Land
The-

LandLand Use Planning CommissionCommission-

and
Commission-

andand the state have 90 days toto-

comment
to-

commentcomment..

During this 90 day period .,

the commission staff consultsconsults-

with
consults-

withwith village and regionalreponalleadenreponalleaden-
and consultsrleaden-
and

leadersleaden r
and returns itsis recommendationsrecommendations-
to '"to the State Director . IflichangeschangeschangesIbarebaTehave been made , the Task Fora-
will

ForceFora
I! '

.

willwUl be asked to review commiscommis--commis-
sion

commis-
sion

-¬ \
.

sion comments . If ,. after furtherfurther-

discussiondiscussion by the Task Force ,.

the State Director and Commiss-

sion
Commiss-

sion
Commiss-CommissCommissoCommisso-

sion
--

sion stillstm cannot agree , the pack-
age

pack-
age

packpack-¬-

age is sent the head of the BIM-

in

BLAt-

in

BLMBLAtBIM
in Washington , D.CDC. for a fanal-

decision
finalfanalfinal-

decisiondecision .

After the initialinitiaJ villagevUtage meet-

ings
meetmeet--¬.

ings , there is only one fonnal-

opportunity
formalfonnalformal-

opportunityopportunity for Natives toto-

comment
to-

commentcomment on easements for theirtheir-

village

their-

villagevillage , people may propose-

changes
proposepropose-

changeschanges or protest easements toto-

the
to-

thethe BLMBIM right up to the time thethe-

Interim
the-

InterimInterim Conveyance for !landand IS-

signed
isis-

signedsigned by the StateSUle Director .


