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Lawsuit 11UQmay!,, harmharp ln4ianhidian ChildChin=Welflrer(.. progr-

amsICC

programs
,

TCCICC sues BIA, ototherot'eroter
'

,

er non-profitsnonprofits-
by Jim BenedettoT-

uned
BenedettoBenedetto-

Time

BenedettoT-

imedTimeTimedTuned. Editor-

A
Edilor-

A
EditorEdilorEditor-

AA lawsuit by the Tanana Chiefs-

Conference
ChiefsChiefs-

ConferenceConference ,. Inc ,, is forcing non-
I

non-

profit
nonnon--¬-

profitpfoltprofitnonpfoltI

Native corporationscorpomtlohs ,,. whowhose-

reason
whoseC'>C-

rr<;reasonawn for eXIexistenceexiitence, tence is t6taitot6provideprovideprovide-

nnneedededed health and educational-
services

educational
services'servicesrvlces to Native communities ,,

tottololm.telldlolmtelld' instead. devote alreadyalteady limited-

resources
limited-

rewurces
limnedlimited

resourcesrewurces to10 paying highpriced-
attorneys

high-pricedhighpricedhlgh-prlccdhlghprlccdhlghprlccd-
attomey

--

attorneysattomey to fight off a lawsuit-
The

lawsuitlawsulllawsui-
tthe

lawsull-
'rhe'the'rherhe suit , againstagam.1agam1. Jake-

Lc
JakeJak-

eLLLcLestcnkof
,

tenkoroftcnkot"oftcnkotoftenkor" of the Bureau of
,

IndianIndian-

AffairsAffairsAffair" ,, the UnitedURited StatesStates ,., andand-

five
and-

fivefive Native non-profitnonprofit-- corpora-
tions

corpora-
tions

corporacorpora--¬-

tions , seeks an Injunction-
restraining

Injunction-
re.traming

injunction
restrainingre.tramingretraming. the defendants from-

expending
fromfrom-

expendingexpending Indian Child Welfare-
grant

WelfareWelfdreWelfdre-
grantgrant moniesm\1R1em1R1e\ , awarded by the BIA-

in

BIABIA-

Inin FY 1985 Thel'helhe' suitsuil also01'0010' seekSeeks-

to
seeks.

to10 prohibit the Bureau of Indian-

Affairs
IndianIndian-

AffairsAffairaAffairs from . non-BIAnonBIA- ¬-usingu.mgumg per-

sonnel
perper-per-

.onnel

per-per
.sonnel.onnelonnel as ""readersreaders " on the-

boards
thethe-

boardsboards which determine grant-
awards

grantgrant-

awardsawards ,. Ia practice Tanana Chiefs-

claims
ChiefsChiefs-

claimsclaims Is unlawful underunder/TltleunderTltle/Title IIII-

ofOff() the Indian Child WelflWelfareWelflrere Acc-

tThe

ActAcctAct-

The
ActAct-

TheThe five Native nonprofi-
tcorporationsKodiak

non-profitnonprofitnonprofit-
I

nonprofit-
f

nonprofi-
tcorporatlonsKfdlak

--

If corporatlons-KfdlakcorporatlonsKfdlakcorporations--KodiakcorporationsKodiakcorporations --- Kpdiak,! Area-
Native

ArAreaaa-

NativeNative As.oAsoAssociation. latlon ( KANA ) ,

Fairbanks Native AssociationA.sociallonAsociallon. ,,

SitkaSltkaSttka Community Association ,,

Copper River Native Association-
and

AssociationAssociation-
andand United Crow Band ,, all ap-

plied
ap-

phed
apap-ap¬-

pliedphed for ICWICWAA grantsgrant.,,. as diddid-

Tanana
did-

TananaTanana Chiefs Conference ,

TCCTCC'sTCCs' grant proposal , however .,

was turnedlurned down-

Jake
downdown-

Jake
down-

JakeJake LestenkofofLeLestenkoftenkof of the Bureau of01

Indian Affairs was unaware of the-

suit
thethe-

mltsuitmlt when contacted by the Tun-

dra
Tun-

dra
TunTun-Tun-Tun-¬-

dra Times , but was not tootoo-

surprised
too-

surprisedsurprised .

""InIn this job ,, " said Lestenkof .,

""youyou get a lot101 of01 flack "
Lestenkof .said.aldald that he ""always-
found

""alwaysalways"alwayalway'
found themIhem (TCC ) to10 be very .,

very responsiblere.pon"blere.ponblereponble. " ,, " addingaddmg that-

FCC
thattha-

trccFCCwasFCCrcc waswaspneone of the firstfiN contrac-

tors
contrac-

tors
contraccontrac- ¬-

tors here with (thehe BIA-

The
BIABIA-

The
BIA-

TheThe IndianIndlUn Child Welfare Act-

IOWA
ActAct-

JCW((JCWICWAIOWAA ) authorazauthorizeseuthorixts{ s 'special'JCclUlJCclUl] grants-

to
grantsgraoh

to10 fndwrtIndianndtan tribestnbes to prevent ttiethethethe-

breakup
the-

breakupbreak-upbreakup-- of IndianIndlUn families and tptp-

protect
toII'protectrotecllndlanIndian children The pro-

gram
propro-

gramgram is administeredadmmltered, by the BiA-

on
BIABIA-

onon behalf of the Secretary of the-

Interior
thethe-

InteriorInterior .,

The problem arisesarl.esarles. from the-

fact
thethe-

fdltfaitfdltfact that ICWICWAA gramsgrantgrants. are awardawgrd-

ed
award-

el
award-awardawgrd-awgrd¬-

edel! on a competitivecompetilive basis-
Theoretically

baMs-

Theoretically
basisbaMs

Theoretically , this means that-

wherever
thatthat-

whereverwherever the need for the funds-

is
fundsfunds-

isis greatestg test ,. so go the grants ButBut-

in
But-

InIn practicepraclice , thisIhls oftenonen means that-

those
thatthat-

thosethose organizationsoraln/zalionsoralnzalions/ With the best-

grant
bestbest-

granlgrantgranl proposal writersWrllers getgel thethe-

grants
the-

grantsgrants
grantsThegrantsTh

ThThe BIA Uuses!. S readers from-

within
fromfrom-

wlthmwithinwlthm the health care fieldlield to help-

in
helphelp-

inin the evaluation of the gruntgranlgrant pro-

posals
propro-pro-

posal
-¬-

posalsposal ,, bbecausecuu It is felt that their-

particular
theirtheir-

particularparticular expertiseeKpertise is mvaluable-

It

invaluable-

It

invaluablemvaluable
It Is preclselprecisely)' this practicepracuce which-

TCC's
whichwhich-

TCC'sTCC'sTCCs' lawsuitlawsull seekseeks, to prohibit-
When

prOIlbll-
When

prohibitprOIlbllprohibit-
When

)
When askeda.kedaked. what he thought of-

awarding
ot01of0-

1awardiniawardingawardini\awardiniawardinithe\ the ICWICWAA grantsgrant' on a-

competitive
add-

c"OmpeUtlvecompetitivec"OmpeUtlvecOmpeUtlve" basis , LestenkofLeMenkof saidsuld

,

,

""ForFor"ForOrne\some\OrneOrne limetime now , II have not-

been
notnot-

beenbeen completelycomplet'lycompletly,' comfortablecomfol\ublecomfoluble'\ with-

how
withwith-

howhow these grants are awarded-
here

awardedawarded-

herehere in10 AlaskaAlaka, If don'JdonJdon"tdontdon '"'II thinkitthinkthmk it-

is

II-

IS

itII

is a fair method WeWcshUldtakeshsh\shshuld\Aulduld take-

d

take-

a

take
ad closecime lookatlook at the programrogramprogram-
under

rogram-

under({ under competitivecompetluve gramsgrantgrants }) one-

region
oneone-

regl1Rregionregl\1Rregl1R\ could conceivableconcelvablconceivably get all-

the
allall-

IhetheIhe grants ". LestenkolLetenkofLestenkof, dddedadded thaithatthat-

such
thai-

uch,suchuch moniesmonle shouldideallyshouldhould ideally be-

available
bebe-

availableavailable statewidestatewtdeIatewde, ,, wftereverwhereverwherever-
they

w erevererever-

theythey are needed ,, but that-

budgetary
thaithatthai-

budgetarybudgetary constraintsconmaint preventprevent-
funding

prevent-
fundmgfundingfundmg at the full-needfullneed-- level-

Whtrn

levellevel-

When

level-

WhWhenWhtrnWh n quequestionedlIoned about the-

WA's
thethe-

BIABIABIA'sBIAsWA'sWAs'' < uusee ofreadersof readersreddersredders.ctenkot., l\.Lestcnkot\.ctenkot.ctenkot.ctenkot-
said

,stenkotstenkot-
saidsaid thatthai it was common practicepracuce ,,

and thatIhat as furfar aas' he knew ,, well-

within
wellwell-

withinwithin the legallegdl guidelinesguldeline of-

XCW
ofof-

ICWAXCWICWAAA-

Most
ICWAMostICWAMo.t

MostMo.tMot. representativesrepre.entallverepreentallve. , ot01of the-

nonprofits
thethe-

nonprofilsnon-profitsnonprofitsnon-profilsprofils- were understandably-
reluctant

unperunderstandably> ldndablyldndably-

reluctantreluctant to discussdlscus, theIhe lawsuit-

Andy

lawsuitlawsuit-

Andy

lawsuit-

AndyAndy Hope III of SitkaSltka Com-

munity
Com-

munity
ComCom-¬-

munity AssociationA8800latlOn wouldtyaywould \sayI\IIYIIIYtyay on-

ly
onon-

ly
on-on¬-

ly /thatI/IatIIat , ""ourour allOl1Iattorney}/'' isiRM inis (the-

process
IhetheIhe-

procUs
he

processprocUs of working up-

response
upupaaa-

response "response

The program analystanaly\\analyanalyof\ of Copper-
Rivet

CopperCopper-

RivetRiverRivet Native AAssociationsoclatlon said that-

the
thai-

the
thatthai

the paperspaper. had been referred to-

their
toto-

thelftheirthelf attorney-
Gordon

attorneyattorney-
Gordon

attorney-
GordonGordon Pullar presidentpreMdent of-

KANA
01-

KANA
ot01of

KANA ,, was able to respond to-

some
10-

,0nlO

to10
,some,0nlO0nlO of our qUequestionstin() < When aaskask-

ed
'

edcd "whether"hetherhether the lawsuitlawul, ! wouldwuld() pre-

vent
prepre-

ventvent theIhe disbursmemd"buf\mentd"bufdbufmentdisbursment" \ ot01of needed-

services
neededneeded-

crvlce,servicescrvlce, totu the Kodiak IIsland. land---

areadrea PullurPullar reresponded>ponded we re-

hoping
rere-

hupmghopingithopinghupmg it doesndowndue < n tI go thatIhat tar-

Pullar
torlartarlar-

PulldrPullarPulldr is" not happy with theIhe pro-

ccdure
propro-

cedurecedureccdure ot01of awardingawardmg the grantsgrant on-

a

onon-

aa competitive basisba'ISbaIS' cithereltbereither , dedespite-

the
despiteplteplte-

thethe tact thatthdt KANA received-

grant
receivedreceivedareceivedlJ-

grant
aJJIlI

grantgrantII

grantI
II thinkIhlnk it s, loo100ino bad thatIhal the-

system
Ihe-

ylem
theIhe

,systemylem, promotespromote' thlthis' type ot01tat ac-

lion
acac-

lionlion I really don'tdont' thinkthmk uIt should-

he
shouldhouldhould-

bebehe <Jai competitive systemy tem ,. we re-

dealing
rere-

dealingdealing withwltll (thehe basicba'lcbalc' needsnecdnecd11of-

Native
\of\11111-

1NaIVeNa\IVeNaIVeNativeNu \ ve childrpnchlldrpnGhildrpn ,.,
'' i'tithud',uld* |d Puhar-

KANA

PullarPuharPullar-

KANAKANA doesdoe , not have the lux-

ury
luxlu

ury of anaqui) Ifrhousein.hou'ein.houeinhoueiti-houseitihouse.- ' attorneyauomey , they-

are
theythey-

drearedre .spending.pendlngpendlng closeclo.ecloe. to10 $$200/hour$200200hourx00/hourx00$200hour1-

R
x00hour-

to
/

in1Rto order to10 prepareprepdre an initial-

response
initialmiualmiual-

re'ponre'ponreponresponse' e to10 theIhe siiitshit,UIt Of theIhe other-

nonprofits
olher-

nonpron
otherolher

non-profitsnonprofitsnon-pronpron-- " contacted who chose-

to
choe-

to
chosechoe,

to respondre'pondrepond' ,, the lowestlowe'llowel' hourly rate-

paid
raterdterdte-

paidpaid to10 andn attorneyJltorney was-

$125hour
wawas'

$$125/hour$125125hour$12S/hour$12S12S/
$125hourLucy

Lucy Carlo , .special.peclalpeclal projects-
manager

projectsproJect
manager with Fairbanks NativeNative-

AssociationAssociationsSOCtallon saidsuld thatthai FNA has an-

attorney
anan-

attorneyattorney on retainerretamer .,. and that-

FNA
thatthat-

FNAFNA Is """spendingspending"spendmgspendmg lots of time-

and
lime-

and
timelime

and money " to10 respond''pondpond to10 the-

suit
the

suitUlt
suitWhen

When askeda.kedaked. aboutaboul the practice-

of
practicepractllepractlle-

ofof usingusmg non-BIAnonBIA-- readersreader< on thethe-

board

the-

boardboard which evaluatesevaludte. grantgrdnt pro-

posals
propro-

popoposulsposals<als ,., Carlo said ,, ""ItIt"It'sIts'' , a corn-

petiuve

comcorncom-

petmvepelitivepetmvepetiuve >systemytem, ,. we re happyhappywllhhappywithwith-

the
withwllhwllh-

tbethetbe BIAWA ''yysystem< lem for evaluatingevaluallng the-

grants
thethe-

granlgrantsgranl, We'reWere'' proud ot01of our 1CIeICIC-

WA 'WWAA program ,.
"" '>saidBId Carlo '. we-

have
wewe-

havehave ua very low indirectmdlrect rate

whichwhllh meansmean, thatthaI inosi1110'111101motif' ot01of01ourofOUrOU-

rfunds
ourour-

lundlundsfundslund gogu directly Ito" ihcIhethe NatiNativeNducNduc-
people

>;.

people we re ,servingervmgserving-

Carlo

serving-

CarloCarlo was ququickIck to10 question-
rCC

questionqueuonqueuon-
fCe

,
TCCfCerCCrCCss, <suddenudden dlsdissatisfaction-
with

dissatisfactionaufacuonaufacuon-
with

,
with the BIABfA s, program stating-

They've
statingIaun\Iaunstating-

They'vL
Iaun-

rhey'vL
,\!

They'vLTheyvLrhey'vLrheyvLThey'veTheyve'
, usedued, theIhe eompetttive-

grant
Lompeuuve-

grJnl
competitiveLompeuuveeompetttive

grantgrJnl 'system'ytemytem, in1R the pastpa'tpat' and-

they
anddnQdnQ-

I

and-
I

dnQ-

they
I

theytheyyeveye made no complaint-
Now

complaintcompldlntcompldlnt-
NowNow ,, when ihcIhcythey> didn'tdidntdldn'ldldnl'' receiverecelvc .,.11.,
gruntgranlgrant it appearsappear as "if itn" s, "sour-

rapes
souisour> UIU-

Ignpegn\pegnpejjrtpes
jjrtpesCfrlo

rapes
rapesCarlo

\ ,

CfrloCJrluCarlo is" clearly unhappy with-

the
with-

Ih

wnhwith
Ihthe lurnturn ot01of eventsevent ''TCCTCC Iis sup-

posed
supsup-

popoposedd to act on behalf of all of the-

villages
Ihthe

villagesvillage, withinwlthm theirthen region vet-

they've
vel-

they've
vetvel

they'vetheyve'' chosenchoen, to sue FNFNAA and-

United
anddnddnd-

UnitedUnited Crow BandBdnd whichwhllhwhichisis-

composed
is"

lompocomposeded ot01of TartucrossTanacroTanaeross' Tok-

Tetlin
TTok,

TellinTethnTetlin NorthNorthwayway and Mentasta-

TC
MentastaMentatdMentatd-

Tce
,

TCTCCTce( ' could have handled ththis" beibelbetbet-

ter
bel-

tertcrter ItII s, )IUIlustust, budbad politics-

Mike

politicspoliticpolitics-

Mike

'
Mike WallenWaileri , attorney for the-

Tanana
Ihe-

T
theIhe

TananaTdnana ChiefsChlef< Conference refiisrefusrefus-

ed

refu ,
cdeled! comment , WilliamWilham ""Spud-
Williams

"SpudSpud"Spud-
WllhamsWilliamsWllhams could not be reached-

KANA's

reachedrealhedreached-

KANA'sKANAKANA'sKANAs'' , presidentpre'ldenlpreldenl' .., Gordon-
Pullar

GordonGordon-
PullarPullar ., may have provided the-

bottom
thethe-

bottombottom lineIme perperspective> pective on thlthisthis-

issue
'

Iissuesue with hishI' closingdO'lngdOlng' comment-

In

commentcommencomment-

In

!
In Ihlthis' dayddy of budget misLUt-LUtButsLUtand- and-

diminished
andand-

dlmmlheddiminisheddlmmlhed, reresourcesour e , NatlNative-

people
Native'"people need to\() <slundtandhand together aatdLdL-

LLcrossro" theIhe 'state'tdtetdte and notnOI be led into-

conflicts
101-

0umnlCI
into1010

conflictsumnlCI, dmongamongst" themselvesthemelve, , InIn-

he

In-

the(thehe long run ,, it ss''JU'IJUIjust' goinggomg to hurt-

all
hurthurt-

dllalldll ol01of "us'


