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Linguist tries to keep old names alive
I

II
I

By p.EpEr.ErE. .,. HyHyslopstopstop-

Tundra1, Tundra TimeTlmc-
yPreserving

TlmejTlmcyTlme-
jPre

*

PrePreservingerving the old wayways,; Iis'a-

n
isa-

n
is'animpor-

tant

is'a-

n
isa-

n'''-an
a- n'an-

unportanl

importunportanlimportantnt purlparipart of keepingkeepmg Native-

culture
NativeNative-

cullurecultureculluregenerationswillalivealive0\so\00 later generatigenerationsgenerationsnllnll-

willwill benefit ., Old people arcare hhavhl\VhlV\v-

tng
v-v¬'-

ing109tng storiesstonest nes printedpnnted in books {rfrf-
whut

of-

what
of

whutwhat life Wdwas like before cllmucointacontact-
with

contact-contacttt-
with

t-t-.
withwllh missioniincsml"lqnunemllqnunemisstgnaric" :, NativeNallve dancbs-

and
dancesddncbdancbs

uridarIdand stingssongsong are beingbemg regenerated ,.,

ciderseldmelders are being ItKklooked) up toIII withwith-

renewed
with-

renewedrenewed respectre'JCctreJCct') ,. amianqand everywhere-
Natives

everywhere-
Natlve

eyerywherceverywhere,

NuiivesNatlveNatives . are commgdomingcoining forth with-

strengthened
withwllhwllh-

'Irengthened'strengthened'IrengthenedIrengthened identitiesIdenllleb, ,,. proud tit-

their
I\fIftitIf-

their
of\

their pastpa'tpat' They are adamantlyaddnmnllyadamantly-
determined

addnmnlly-
delernnneddetermineddelernnned to 'save.lYelYe. whatwhut theyIhey cartcarl ,.

whilewlnle overlooking the obvIous-
T

obviousobvious-
Take

obvious-

TakeTTakedk (' ad lookIIKlkkxsk at au map otof Alaska-

the
Ala'ka-

'the
AlaskaAla'ka\Ala'kaAlaka' ;\

-'"thethe'the-the" place namesnalllc urcarearc altall In English-

there
EnglishEngllhEngllh-

fhere
,

Therefhere arcdrcare tewfew citiesCIIlc' with NativeNative-

names
Native-

ndlllCnamesndlllC' mmost(} t villagesvllIlgC, have their-

Hill
theirtheir-

HIliHillHIli StreetsStreel and MamMdmMain StreetsStrech ,. thethe-

'Itedm
the-

streams'streams'ItedmItedm' and riversriver' bear no name-

of
namesnamename-'-,

otojof ancestorsdncelolorancehlors living theret-

housands
therethere-

II thousandstholJ\andtholJand\ of yearsyear-yearyearbeforeyear ,- before EvenEven-

village
Even-

villagevillage numesnamenames have little or-

nothing
oror-

MlhmMlhmnothing! to ddo<i with the ongmal-
Native

originalongmaloriginal-
NativeNative namesndmes AlaskaAlaka, could be-

any
bebe-

anyany otherothcr 'slute'latelatestate in10 America with-

her
withwllhwllh-

herher lackIdlk of originality-
When

originalityoriginality-
When

originality-
WhenWhen explorerscxplorerb ,startedtartcd blazing-

trails
bladng-

trails
blazingbladng

trails and """dldl"discoveringdiscoveringvenng " what-

wits
whatwhat-

wllwaswll\wllwitswllulready\ tilreadyulreadyalready named by Natives-

thousands
NativesNatives-

thou'andthousandsthou'andthouand' of years before ,,. they-

renamed
Ibey-

renamed
theyIbey

renamed everything .. The ones-

who
oneones,

who attempted totltq) prepreserve<;erve Native-

piacenames
NativeNative-

pldcc.namesplacci-numcsplaccinumcspldcc.namespldccnamespiacenames.,- often misspelledm'pellcmpellc"' <! and-

mispronounced
andand-

111Iptonouncedmispronounced111I\ptonounced111Iptonounced\ whutwhat they record-

ed
record-

ed
recordrecord--¬-

ed and soo erasedera\CderaCd\ thetbe original-
names

ongmal-
name

originalongmal
namesname forever from history-
Substituted

hlhistorylorylory-

Sub'tllutedSubstitutedSub'tllutedSubtlluted' were namesname of ex-

plorers
ex-exex ¬.-

plorersplorerb ,,. transientslranblentb ,,. surveyors ,

and people veneratedvenetdled by westernwestern-
odety

western-
society,societyodety
societySinceodetySillce

SinceSillce 1971 ,. withwllh the papassagepaOge\\OgeOge of-

ANCSA
ofof-

ANCSAANCSA ,. there has been incredi-
ble

incrediincredlincredi-¬'-
ble growth in10 AlaskaAlaka, . EverythingEverythingh-

Ob
Everything-

hashashOb been given EnglishEngll'hEngllh' numesnames andand-

Native
and-

NdllveNativeNdllve numesnames temainremaintemdln off the map-
The

map-
The

mupmap
The prospectspro'peltspropelts' dldo) not look good-

for
goodgood-

torlortorfor NativeNdtlve namesndme to ever be-

rediscovered
bebe-

redrredrrediscoveredcovered NINo) one is-

interested
isis-

mteretcdinterestedmteretcd,

""PeoplePeople arearc overdosedoverdlJ\edoverdlJed\ onpntinpn-

Ibbues

tin-

issuesissuesIbbues andandnono one has energy for-

things
forfor-

thmgsthingsthmgs like this ,. " saidbald Jim Kan-

who
KariKanKartKart-

whowho hahas. devoted hlhis life to-

preserving
toto-

prebCrvmgpreservingprebCrvmg IndianIndlOn language inin-

Alaka
in-

AlaskaAlaskaAlaka, . A linquistIInqUlbt ,., KariKarlKarlspeaksspeakspeaksspeaks-
Denu'intt

peaks-
DenaDenaDena'ina'andDenainaandDenu'inttDenuintt'''InaIna' and Ahtna dialectsdiblectbdiblects andand-

knowb
and-

knowsknowsknowb more AthabaAthabascanAthubascancan historyhl'tllryhltllryhl'tllry-
than

history-

than
'

than mostmot, AthabascansAthababcanAthahascans .. -

The wajlwaywink the Indians nnamedniimedniimed-
places

medmed-

placesplaces is bcbeautifulbc4utti'ulbc4uttiulutlful'
,. he said ,. ""The-

way
"TheThe"The-

waylheywaywaylheythey namednamedamed their land ,, is 4-

good
a4a-

goodgood indicatorindlcalorindicator of InJnIndianlianlian-
spirituality

lanlan-

bPirrlUalrtY1
spirituality The namesnan1e. areare-

petl
are-

poeticpetlpoeticbPirrlUalrtY1bPirrlUalrtY1The() " .. "
OneQneofOneofKof KKdri'sKdrisri'ariari'sris' favoritefavonle Dcnit'ina-

place
Dcnu'inuDcnuinuDena'inaDenainaDcnit'inaDcnitinaDena'ina-

place

''

place namesnarneojnamed!)

.

is QichiQtcll/QtcllQtcllQlIIgllltneql/ QmghttntqtQlIIgllltneqlQuighrrnegt

II-

"Explorers
II

I

'""' ' '''ExplorersExplorers"Explorers started 'discoveringdiscovering
what was already named by Natives ;

. . ..theythey. renamed everything . .. ..
""

mostmot, Athabascans-

The

AthabascansAthdba'canbAthdbacanbAthabascans-

The
'

The old people cannot believe-

that
believebelieve-

thaithatthai a man fromfrpm Los AngelesAngeleb can-

speak
can

speakpeak theltheir' language ,. and fluent-

ly
nuenl-

Iy
fluentnuenl-nuenlfluent--¬-

lyIy atalthatthat They laughlaughandandandshakeshake-

their
shakehakehake-

IheartheirIhear headsheal1s but theytheyrespectrespectrebpect himhim-

and
him-

andand many are grateful that soso-

meone
so-soo-

meone
o-o-¬-

meone Iis recordrecording109 the )oldIld IndianIndian-

name
India-

nnamenamename\name
nameJarrnameKurt

\.>
(KariJarrKurt hahas, writtenwnUen books onon-

Native
on-

NativeNative language and withwnh hlhis wifewife-

ha
wife-

hashahas, authored the firstfiN published-
ethnogeogtuphy

publishedubll hedhed-

elhnogeogtophycihnogeographyelhnogeogtophyelhnogeogtophyofethnogeogtuphyethnogeogtuphyofof anon entire tradi-

tional
tradi-

tional
traditradi--¬-

tional AlaskanAlakan, Native languagelanguage-
area

language-
orcaareaorca ,. Dena'tnaDenatnaDena'lIIaDenalIIaElena '''mama EtnenaElnenaEtnenu TUllalllt-

lCaunlry
Tanaina-

Country
TanatnaTUllallltlTanaina

CountryCaunlry .

The Dena'maDenamaDena'anaDenaanaDenalna' IndiansIndlan& uuseded toto-

live
to-

livelive around theIhe Anchorage area In-

the
inin-

IhetheIhe Cook Inlet region ,. but &&Ince-

the
since&InceIncesince-

thethe 1j1700sj700s1 700s allalltmcetrace of their cultureculture-
hab

culture-
hashashab nearly disappeareddlbappcored .. A few-

villages
fewfew-

vdlagesvillagesvdlages on thetbe perimeter pf Ihe-

big
theIhethe-

bigbig cityclly are feeble remindersremmders ofof-

what
of-

whatwhat was once a richnch and produc-

tive
produoproduc-produc-,

tive culture . There are only aboutabout-
ten

about-
tenten people left who speak the ,.
Outer Inlet dialect of Dena'inaDenaina'' .

KariKarl works clocloselyely with themtbem andand-

so
ands-

oososoo far hahas salvagedsalvagednmetythreesalvagedninetythreeninetythree-
place

ninety-threeninetythreenmety-threenmetynmetythree-
place

-

place names of dlfferdifferentnt streamsstreams-
and

streams-
andand huntinghuntmg groundsgroundb

meaning ""thethe"IheIhe old lady made it-

that
I-

tthat

it

that far ,,
"" named for a creek that-

flows
thatthat-

nownowflows iriloIIJlointo th6the ChuhtnaChulitna RiverRiver-

Pronunciation
River-

PronunciationPronunciation shouldbhould not be a-

problem
aa-

problemproblem He saidsOld there are a lot-

of
10-

1of

lot101

of Hawaiian place namesname. an-

HawaII
inanin-

HawaiiHawaii and effort is being mademade-

In

made-

inin Canada for perservingperberving Native-

culture
NativeNative-

cultureculture But1M if NativesNallves andandln-andln,, inin-in¬-

(terestedeteted, groupsgrouP\grouPgrouPdon't\ don'tdont' make 4Sta-
effort

extra4S\ta4Staqxtraqxtra-

effort
\effort in having their' ancestral-

groundb
ancestralancestral-

groundsgroundsgroundb retain their originaloriginal-

flames
original-

na1lesnamesna1lesflames! ,. EnglishEnglr'hEnglrh' namesnumcs andand-

legendb
and-

legendslegendslegendb will find their markmurk onon-

the
on-

thethe maps and historyhl&loryhllory& books *.,

SleepingSleepmg Lady iis& nonofnot! anhn Indian-

legend
IndianIndian-

legemllegendlegeml
,

,. saidbald Kari . ItU was made upup-

becausebecausebecauebecause, tfietpettie AthabascansAlhabascans do nol-

know
notnolnot-

knowknow the story Another exexampleexiimpleexiimple-

of
mplemple-

ofof an AthabascanAlhabacanAthubascan, name forever-
barred

foreverforever-

barredbarred from maps is a place onceonce-

called
once-

callldcalledcallld; VendashtnuVel/dashlnuVeldashlnuVendashinu/ meaningmeaning-
'sha'low''shujlowshujlow'sha'lowshalowhallow' lake river '' thatthatlias\was-

renamed
Was\liasliaslias-

renamedrenamedbyIStinkStank River in 1914 by-

d

byby-

aad topographertOJlOgraphertopographer
I

.

Kanlartart believes Native placeplace-
names

place-

nomnomnamesnamess will add to the positive-

cultural
pobilive-

cultural
positivepobilive

cultural climate of the statestale If-

anyone
ifif-

anyoneanyone takes mtereinterestt in10 the efforteffort-

He
effort-

HeHe ffeelsIbis the urgency of recordrecordingrecording-
the

109109-

thethe nmimesnamesmes becausebecau'ebecaue' the peoplepeople-

heipi
people-

helpingheipihelping
,
g him are old and many

I

,

havebave already died ., He fcelsfeels,
thethe-

lObs
the-

losslosslObs, .

""ItIt"UU tooklook thousandsthoubOnds of years toto-

evolve
to-

evolveevolve the Native culture and one-

hundred
oneone-

hundredhundred years after contact this-
has

thisthis-
habhashab been totallylotally tmntransformedformcd ., The-
Natives

TheThe-

NallvesNativesNallves had a sophsophisticatedtlcaled way-

of
wayway-

ofof livinghving that can'tcantcan'lcanl' be dihmidismisseddihmiCddismissed-
as \Cd-
a

\CdCd
aas grossgrobs stereotypes ,,. " he saidsaid-
He

said-
HeHe has found documentation ofof-

explorers
of-

explorersexplorers who thought Natives-
were

NativesNative
were not civilicivilisedcd enough to have-
place

hqvehavehave-
placeplace names ,. with this atlltude-
everything

attitudeatlltudeattitude-
everythingeverything was renamed Only-

the
OnlyOnly-

thethe old people know the place-

names
placeplace-

namesnames and soon they will be gonegone-

taking
gone-

takingtaking withwllh them a rich cultureculture-
nol

culture-

notnotnol many people feefeelfcells) is important-
enough

Importlln-
tenough

importantImportllnt
enough to pursu-

e"I'm
pursuepursu-

e"I'm
pursu-

e"I'm""I'mIm''' weighed down by-

language
byby-

languagelanguage loloss& ,., ""saidsaidlaidId KanKart ,., ""II. Icclteelfeelteel-

a
feel-

aa lot of griefgnet personallyperbOnally for mymy-

Native
my-

NativeNative fnendfriends'! thatthai arcareore dying "


