
Man ,. and His Future
By BERNARD POIRIERPOIRIER-

IfIf a man looks into the firefire-

and
fire-

andand dreams of theth future forfo-
rI

for-

himselfhimselfImself and hisis family , he willwill-

not
will-

notnot be ableble to picturepi ture the tremtrem-trem-
endous

¬.-

endous changes that will be forcforc-forc-

ed
forc-

ed
¬-

ed upon his family and his peoplepeople-
inin Alaska .

This man , with dreams of thethe-

future
the-

futurefuture , lives in a village nextflex t toto-

one
to-

oneone of many well-fishedwellfishedwen-fIShedwen- waterswaters-
in

waters-
inin Alaska . In the last three yearsyears-
he

years-
hehe has seen many changes . HisHis-

people
His-

peoplepeople have organized a regionalregiona-
lcorporation

regiona-
lcorporationcorporation and even a villagevillage-
corporation

village-
corporationcorporation to manage the comcom-com-
plicated

¬.-

plicated life ofoflandland owners .

Now that the man and hishis-

family
his-

familyfamily has started to leamlearn of allaUaU-

the
all-

thethe important decisions that thethe-

regional
the-

regionalregional corporation must make

during the next year , the villageviHageviHag-
eitself

village-

itselfitself is making a land decisiondecision-
which

decision-
whichwhich will decide the land limitlimit-limit-
ations

limit-
ations

¬-

ations of his children - and hisIhis-

childreq's
ss-

children'schildren'schildrenschildreq'schildreqs' children .

The last year has been domdom-dom-
inated

dom-
inated

¬-

inated by one problem after anan-anan-

other
an-

other
¬-

other , all needing important decdec-dec-

isions

¬.-

isions and the man is a bit tired .,

The snows have started . MaybeMaybe-
he

Maybe-
hehe will have the time to think asas-

soon
as-

soonsoon as the elections are over .

There is a lot to think about bebe-bebe-

cause
¬.-

causecaus the new projects planned ,

in Alaska will affect the man andand-

his
and-

hishis village more ' than the LandLand-
Claims

Land-
ClaimsClaims Settlement,,, more thanthan-
the

than-
thethe Trans Alaska Pipeline .

And when the ice breaks nextnext-
May

next-
MayMay the most important deci-decideci-

continucd

deci-

contlnlJed

deci-

continped

-

(continucdcontlnlJedcontinped onsnage 4)4)



Tremendous Changes and FutureFutureCont-

inued( Continued from PagePaQe 2)2)

sionssions affecting the Man'sMans' futurefuture-
will

future-
willwill be debated many miles fromfrom-
his

from-
hishis village ._

Next spring , outsiders willwill-

start
will-

startstart asking the village corporacorpora-corpora-
tion

corpora-
tion

¬-

tion for use of land in the villagevillage-

toto build offices , or a storage shed ,

or a communications station forfor-

telephone
for-

telephonetelephone and television . AnyAny-

new
Any-

newnew buildings to support newnew-

programs
new-

programsprograms in the bush will changechange-
the

change-
thethe life of villagers ; and the newnew-
pipeline

new-
pipelinepipeline corridors for natural gasgas-

will
gas-

willwill affect the villages of manymany-
men

many-
menmen , more than the Trans AlaskaAlaska-
Pipeline

Alaska-
PipelinePipeline for oil .

The Federal Government isis-

establishing
is-

establishingestablishing special new groupsgroups-
of

groups-
ofof men to evaluate and comparecompare-
all

compare-
allall the different routes that a naIla-Ilana-naIla-

tural
na-

tural
, ¬-

tural gas pipeline may take , andand-

the
and-

thethe comparison of the advantagesadvantages-
ofof disadvantages of each routeroute-
will

route-
willwill affect each village in manymany-
ways

many-
waysways .

Even if the new pipeline routeroute-
is

route-
isis two hundred miles away fromfrom-
the

from-
thethe village , it could affect hislhis-

fishing
ss-

fishingfishing and his hunting permperm-perm-
anently

perm-
anently

¬-

anently , it could preserve his vilvil-vil-

lage
vil-

lage
¬-

lage for a hundred years , or itit-

it
it-

itit could isolatelsol te his village for a3 >'

hundred yearsyears - and now thatthat-
he

that-
hehe owns his land , he can no longlong-long-

er

¬-

er move his village as easily as inin-

the
in-

thethe old days .

The man worries about sicksick-sick-

ness
sick-

ness
¬-

ness in the village this winter . IfIf-

his

If-

hishis neighbor or his wife gets serser-ser-

iously
ser-

iously
¬-

iously sick , will he be able to callcall-

aa doctor , will he be able to get anan-

airplane
an-

airplaneairplane to come and help?
The man knows that his vilvil-vil-

lage
vil-

lage

¬-

lage will be getting telephone serser-ser-

vice
ser-

vice

¬-

vice , maybe through the newnew-

satellite
new-

satellitesatellite or maybe through a concon-con-

nection
con-

nection
¬-

nection with a nearby village .

Will his village also get televisiontelevision-
soso he can hear the 'newsnews' fromfrom-
Juneau

from-
JuneauJuneau or from Washington evev-evev-

ery
ev-

ery
¬-

ery day ? The man wants to knowknow-
what

know-
whatwhat they say there because theythey-
are

they-
areare deciding issues that will afaf-af-

fect
af-

fect
¬-

fect his village and his family unun-unun-

tillong
un-

til
¬-

tiltillonglong after he is dead .

As the snowsno\snosnogets'\( gets deeper thisthis-

winter
this-

winterwinter and the river ice crackscracks-
like

cracks-
likelike a rifle in the darkness , he andand-

his
and-

hishis neighbors will need informainforminforma-a-a¬-

tion about what these outsidersoutsiders-
areare saying about his village , aboutabout-
what

about-
whatwhat his village wants - at leastleast-

about
least-

aboutabout what they in Washington ,

Anchorage or Juneau say hishis-

village
his-

villagevillage wants .

There are several new FederalFederal-
laws

Federal-
lawslaws and regulations which helphelp-

to
help-

toto protect the interests of a manman-
and

man-
andand his village , and it is importimport-import-
ant

import-
ant

¬-

ant to know how to get thisthis-

help
this-

helphelp .

The National EnvironmentalEnvironmental-
Policy

Environmental-
PolicyPolicy Act , called NEPANEPA , propro-pro-
vides

pro-
vides

-¬

vides some of the best protectionprotection-
toto a village and permits the vilvil-vil-

lage
vil-

lage

¬-

lage to be heard in any metter inin-inin-

volving
in-

volving

¬-

volving governmental action nearnear-

the
near-

thethe village . Even the most rourou-rou-

tine
rou-

tine
¬-

tine matter , such as an airportairport-
beacon

airport-
beaconbeacon , a radio antenna , a storstor-stor-
age

stor-
age

¬-

age shed for tools to build aa-

school
a-

schoolschool , cannot be decided uponupon-
in

upon-
inin Washington without the villagevillage-

having
village-

havinghaving a choice as to whether itit-

Is

it-

isis wanted , and if it is wanted ,

where ifit should go , what sizsivsize* ., itit-

should
it-

shouldshould be , and other decisions .

The Federal Council on EnEn-EnEn-

vironmental
En-

vironmental
¬-

vironmental Quality directed allall-

agenciss
all-

agenciesagencissagencies on May 2 , 1973 to taketake-

special
take-

specialspecial care in any federal actionaction-
in

action-
inin a "ruralrural" Setting " and that thethe-

good
the-

goodgood points and bad points of aa-

plan

a-

planplan should be explained to thethe-

local
the-

locallocal people .

In many cases , the same typetype-
of

type-
ofof federal action in other areasareas-

does
areas-

doesdoes not have to be explained ,.

but in the case of a rural village ,

where the impact "maymay" be sigsig-sig-

niicant
sig-

nificant
¬-

nificantni/icantniicant/ as compared to an urbanurban-
area

urban-
areaarea " the explanations are necesneces-neces-
sary

neces-
sary

¬-

sary . .

The Environmental ProtecProtec-Protec-
tion

Protec-
tion

¬-

tion Agency has gone even furfur-fur-

ther
fur-

ther
¬-

ther in providing protection , eses-es-

pecially
¬.-

pecially fromfroJ'nfroJn' complicated exex-exex-

planations
ex-

planations
¬-

planations that no one underunder-under-
stands

under-
stands

¬-

stands . The agency stated ,. onon-

January
on-

JanuaryJanuary 17 ,. 1973 , that these exex-exex-

planations
ex-

planations
¬-

planations must be clear enoughenough-
for

enough-
forfor the average individual to unun-un-

derstand
un-

derstand
¬-

derstand , and should not be soso-

complicated
so-

complicatedcomplicated that it would taketake-

"extensive
take-

"extensive"extensiveextensive" scientific or technicaltechnical-
expertise

technical-
expertiseexpertise " to understandundrstand;: .

In other words , before anan-

action
an-

actionaction is taken ,. the village should

get , simple , concise , and meanmean-mean-
ingful

mean-
ingful

¬-

ingful information describing thethe-

proposed
the-

proposedproposed actionilction , andandalternativesalternativesalternatives-
oror choices , and the advantagesadvantages-
and

advantages-
andand disadvantages of each forfor-

the
for-

thethe village .

This is very important to rere-rere-

member
re-

member
¬-

member since there will be manymany-
proposals

many-
proposalsproposals during the next yearyear-

for
year-

forfor large programs in rural AlasAlas-Alas-
ka

Alas-

ka
-¬-

ka that will affect many villages .

Some of these actionsachons are relarela-rela-

tively
rela-

tively

¬-

tively minor , but when considerconsider-consider-
ed

consider-
ed

¬-

ed as a total package , they couldcould-
have

could-
havehave an important impact onon-

rural
on-

ruralrural Alaska , and in such casescases-

the
cases-

thethepeoplebelaw requires that the people
Be informed directly andandclearlyclearlyclearly-
before

clearly-
beforebefore the decision is made , notnot-

after
not-

afterafter ._

The Council on EnvironmenEnvironmen-Environmen-
tal

¬-

tal Quality calls this the "cumucumu"cumu-"cumu-
lative

"cumu-
lative

"" ¬-

lative impact " of a series of "minmin"mm-"mmmm"min-"mm-
or

"min-
or

" ¬-

or actions ," and says the exex-exex-

planation
ex-

planation
¬-

planation must be presented in aa-

"form
a-

"form"formform" easily understood " at allall-

times
all-

timestimes .

All federal agenciesagenclcs are expecexpec-expec-
ted

¬.-

ted to comply with the Council'sCouncilsCouncil's-
guidelines

Council's-
guidelines

'

guidelines ._

If a report presented to thethe-

village
the-

villagevillage is not clear ,. and doesdocs notnot-

explain
not-

explainexplain the different choices opop-op-

en
op-

en
¬-

en to the village , thethc village cancan-

request
can-

requestrequest that another reportreporl bebe-

prepared
be-

preparedprepared and that no action bebe-

taken
be-

takentaken until the village has rere-rere-

ceived
re-

ceived
¬-

ceived the new report..

There will be times when aninin-

action
an-

action
:

action may be proposed outsideoutside-

the
outside-

thethe village lands , butbu t thetJle village ,

being one of the closest neighneigh-neigh-

bors
¬.-

bors ,. still must be kept informedinformed-
even

informed-
eveneven if the regional corporationcorporation-
isis separately informed .

If any village has any quesques-ques-

tions
ques-

tions
¬-

tions ,, we will try to help answeranswcranswcr-
them

answer-
themthem if they are forwarded to usus-

through
us-

throughthrough the Tundra Times .


