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ARCHEOLOGISTS scrape away the soil cpyeringco.veringcovering. the remains, of aa-

prehistoric
a-

prehistoricprehistoric dwelling discovered near Glennallen-GlennallenGlennallel1GlennaIieraGlennallenThe-. The site has beenbeen-

tentatively
been-

tentativelytentatively identified as a summer camp for Ahtna Indians . TheThe-

archeological
The-

archeologicalarcheological surveillance and salvage work along the trans AlaskaAlaska-
pipeline

Alaska-
pipelinepipeline route is funded by Alyeska PipelinePipelli"lePipellile" Service Company .

CopperCpppet qndand StoneStone ToolToo/TooTooArtifactsToo /! Artifacts
ANCHORAGE - Copper andand-

stone
and-

stonestoneexcavatedlastexcayatedlasttool artifactsar:1ifactsar1ifacts: excayatedexcavated
last month from a site in South-SouthSouth-
ientral

South-
Central

South-
dentral

-

(ientralCentraldentral Alaska jare(; are givinggivingarchearche-archearche-
ologists

arche-
ologists

arche-
ologists

--

ologists the firstfirtfir $ t tooklooklookatat a timetime-

period
time-

periodperiod in AlaskanAlaskan history prepre-pre-

viously
pre-

viously
¬-

viously undocumentedundocu ented .:.
The sites.ite. , believedbFlievedbelieved to havehave-

been
have-

beenbeen a summersummer camp for latelate-

prehistoric
late-

prehistoricprehistoric AhtjiaAhtpaAhtia Indians , is inin-

the
in-

thethe Copper River BasinBasinabout, -aboutabout"aboutabout-
nirte

"about-

nirte

-"-
nirte miles northeast of01ott

,!. Glen-GlenGlen-
nallen

Glen-
nallen

Glen-
nallen

-

nallen . It was discovered by ar-arar-

cheologists
ar-

cheologists
ar-

cheologists
-

cheologists of thethe Alaska MethMeth-Meth-
odist

Meth-
odist

¬-

odist University (AMU ) , doingdoing-
surveillance

doing-
surveillancesurveillance work for the trans-transtrans-
Alaska

trans-
Alaska

trans-
Alaska

--
Alaska pipeline project .

AMU , under the(he direction ofof-

Dr
of-

DrDr . William Workman , professorprofessor-
ofof anthropology ; has received aa-

contract
a-

contractcontract from Alyeska PipelinePipeline-
Servic

Pipeline-
ServiceServiceServic Company to conductcondu t arar-arar-

cheologfcal
ar-

cheological
¬-

cheologicalcheologfcal survejllancesurveillancesurve Uance and salsal-sal-

vage
sal-

vage

¬-

vage operationsoperations along the southsouth-south-
ern

south-
ern

¬-

ern 160 miles of the pipelinepipeline-
route

pipeline-
routeroute .

The University of Alaska inin-

Fairbanks
in-

FairbanksFairbanks is contracted to dodo-

the
do-

thethe archeological work alongalong-
the

along-
thethe remainder of the route .

The sftesf'tesite' near Glennallen hadhad-

reen
had-

beenbeenreen identifiedIdeptifiedidentified by AlyeskaAIyeska as aa-

possible
a-

possiblepossible materialiaterialqtateriali source for pipepipe-pipe-
line

pipe-
line

¬-

line construction , so the arche-archearche-
ologists

arche-
ologists

arche-
ologists

--

ologists were summoned toto-

check
to-

checkcheck the area for artifactsartifact's' andand-

fossils
and-

fossilsfossils .

The crew whichwhic excavatedexcavated-
under

excavated-
underunder Clark'sClarks' directiondirection waswas-

made
was-

mademade up largely of students andand-
staff

and-
staffstaff members fromhorn the UniverUniver-Univer-
sity

Univer-
sity

¬-

sity of Alaska , Anchorage , andand-

Anchorage
and-

AnchorageAnchorage Community College .

"WhatWhat" we initially foundfound-
were

found-
werewere house-sizedhousesized- depressions inin-

the
in-

thethe ground ," said Dr . GerryGerry-
Clark

Gerry-
ClarkClark , AMU archeologist whowho-
directed

who-
directeddirected the field work . "WeWe"We-

measured
"We-

measured
"

measured the depressions andand-

determined
and-

determineddetermined it was a (archeoloarcheolo-archeolo-
gical

archeolo-
gical

-¬-

gical ) site , then received the go-gogo-

ahead
go-

ah
go-

ahead
--

aheadah ad to excavate ."
Clark isis-isisa

-

a native of Alaska ,

born and raised in Kodiak .

Assisted by a crew of 11 ,

Clark spent the firstflISt two weeksweeks-
of

weeks-
ofof September digging at the sitesite-

and
site-

andand uncovereduncov red the remains ofof-
two

of-
twotwo wooden dwellings , twotwo-
cooking

two-
cookingcooking hearths , and a numbernumber-
of

number-
ofofofartifactsartifacts . He is especially inin-inin-

terested
in-

terested
¬-

terested in the artifacts .

"WeWe" found a copper awl andand-

aa flaked stone knife in the samesame-

hearth
same-

hearthhearth ,,"" Clark noted , "whichwhich"which-
indicates

"which-
indicates

"
indicates they belonged in thethe-

same
the-

samesame period ."

He said normally the coppercopper-
piercing

copper-
piercingpiercing instrument would bebe-

assigned
be-

assignedassigned to the late prehistoricprehistoric-
or

rehistoricrehistoric-
oror historic period and the stonestonestone-

tool
stone-

tooltool to the prehistoric or pre-pre-

contact period .

Clark explainedexplainet< that no oneone-

is
one-

isis certain ' when the Indians ofof-

the
of-

thethe area quit usingusiJ: stone toolstools-
and

tools-
andand started using copper topistqolstools .

When the first white manman-
carne

man-
camecamecarne to the area the IndiansIndians-
were

Indians-
werewere using mainly copper tools ,

he said . "WeWe" now have an3J) opporoppor-oppor-
tunity

oppor-
tunity

¬-

tunity to date the periodperiodwhenwhenwhen-
flaked

when-
flakedflaked stonestone and copper werewere-

used
were-

usedused in association ," he addedailded .

In addition toto'thetothe'thethe' toolstobIs , thethe-

dwellings.. dwellings uncovereduncovere'd' were dede-dede-

scribed
de-

scribed
¬-

scribed by Clark as being veryvery-

significant
very-

significantsignificant . "WeWe" found ananar-ararlIr-lIrar-arlIr-

chitectural
-ar-

chitectural
¬-

chitectural style not recordedrecorded-
previously

recorded-
previouslypreviously ," he said . The

'

frameframe-
'for

.

'forfor', for the walls and roofroofwerewerewere-

made
were-

mademade of poles and covered byby-

bark
by-

barkbark . Each dwelling containedcontained-
two

contained-
twotwo roomsrOQms , apparently notndt concon-con-

nected
con-

nected
¬-

nected .

The most significant aspectatpectaSpect-
of

atpect-
ofof the dwellings , according toto-

Clark
to-

ClarkClarkplankfloors, is they had wood plank
floors - not typical of the InIn-InIn-

'dian
In-

dian
¬-

'

'diandiandian dwellings of that ,time.time. pepe-pepe-

riod
pe-

riod
¬-

riod .

And the' inhabitants apparappar-appar-
ently

appar-
ently

¬-

ently also had problems withwith-
permafrost

with-
permafrostpermafrost.. One of the dwelldwell-dwell-
ings

dwell-
ings

¬-

ings hadhall four differentdifferen floors .

There were indications eacheach'suc-each'suceachsuceach'suc-
cessive

Suc-SucSuc-

cessive

'
suc ¬-

cessive floor had been built afterafter-
the

after-
thethe previous one warped andand-

sank
and-

sanksank in the unstable soil .

Clark tentatively identifiedidentified-
the

identified-
thethe dwellings as part of a sumsum-sum-

mer
sum-

mer
¬-

mer camp because the hearthshearths-
were

hearths-
werewere found outside the dwelldwell-
ings

dwell-
ingsings . In a permanent year-roundyearroundyearroundv-
illage

yearroundv-
illage

-

village , the hearths would bebe-

inside
be-

insideinside the dwellings , heheex-exex-' ex-exex-

plained
ex-

plained
¬-

plained .

Other artifacts uncovered atat-

the
at-

thethe site include bark baskets ,

fragments of wovenWQven baskets ,

wooden bowls , andand'piecesandpieces' pieces ofoofaof-

stone
aa-

stonestone maul or hammer . TheThe-

items
The-

itemsitems have been shipped toto-

AMU
to-

AMUAMU for analysis... They will bebe-

kept
be-

keptkept in trust for the people ofof-

Alaska
of-

AlaskaAlaska .

The dig near Glennallen waswas-

just
was-

justjust one of a number of archearche-arche-
ological

arche-
ological

¬-

ological excavations that tooktook-
place

took-
placeplace this summer along thethe-

798milelong
the-

798milelong798-mile-lonR798milelonR798-mile-longlong- - pipelinepipelme routefouteroute-
from

foute-
fromfrom Prudhoe Bay to Valdez .

responsibleforAlyeska , the firm responsible
for the design , construction andand-

operation
and-

operationoperation of the pipeline , is rere-rere-

quired
re-

quired
¬-

quired by federal and state lawlaw-

to
law-

toto preserve for the public allall-

artifacts
all-

artifactsartifacts or fossils found duringduring-
construction

during-
constructionconstruction .

In order to meet the requirerequire-require-
ments

require-
ments

¬-

ments of the law , Alyeska concon-con-

tracted
con-

tracted
¬-

tracted with the two AlaskanAlaskan-
universities

Alaskan-
universitiesuniversities to do the surveilsurveil-surveil-
lance

surveil-
lance

¬-

lance and salvage work .


