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S DEVELOPMENT

Dilemma of

Every Citizen

By MARGIE BAUMAN
FAIRBANKS '~ U. S. Sen.
Mike Gravel, D-Alaska, said Sat-
urday that the question of hiow
much development - “Alaskans
want is going to. be *‘the dilem-
ma of every single citizen in Al--
aska.”

Gravel said he would like to
see “‘just enough development
so that we can live very well and
live an enriched, meaningful life,
which means,  from Alaska’s
point ‘of view, that we still have
some more ways to go.”

The Alaska Democrat, cam-
paigning for re-election against
Anchorage State Sen. C. R. Lew-
is, a conservative Republican,
noted the role of the oil pipeline
in development — in creating an
economic base for many -com-
munities.

“But one of the most excit-
ing things is the experimenta-
tion for a controlled environ-
mental agriculture program at
Wildwood,” Gravel said. )

“It is.my hope that we can
institute controlled agriculture
throughout the state and bush
areas, so that wherever we can
find natural gas a village can’
have its own farming, to grow
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food and diversify its dietary
spectrum. )
“So when you talk about
growth,”  the Senator said.
(Continued on Page 6)
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“We're not interested in getting
..a lot of people to come to Al
aska. :

“What we are interested "? is -

making ‘what we have in Al

-aska. ., -.developing, ‘exploiting
it. . .to its maximum economic
benefit and its minimum _envir-
onmental impact, . .and that.is
going to be a constant see-saw,”
he said. “We are no longer naive
enough to be in amour of the
simple “cliche ' that ‘growth s
good’,” he said.

The. problems of growth and»

development were one of a num-

ber of: issues. up for discussion .

a§ Gravel laid his campaign cards
on the . table for the Tundra
Times.*

_ (Contlnued from Page 1),
The topics ranged. from prob-

lems of the Alaska Native Claims

Settlement Act which are still
surfacing - to' fishing, - satellite
communications, local hire and
the proposed surtax.

.Gravel] cited the legxslatxve re-
cord of his opponent, State Sen
C. R. Lewis, as regards the, Na-
tive  population.. He. noted, for
example Lewis’ record of voting

~against 'prompt settlement by

Congress_ of the land claims leg-
islation. ‘What Lewis did (in the
1969-70 ‘session) ‘ was to urge
prompt settlement :by Congress
of ‘the land ‘claims conformity
with' the principle that state par-
tlcxpatlon monetary or other-
wise, would NOT be a part of

'

the settlemem

Lewis has “voted agamSt a
number of issues which affect:
Alaska Native people, including

‘legislation providing for a Native

language center at the University
of : Alaska, funding of the bilin-

‘gual education’.program and.in
"ithe past session, against legisla-
‘tion to prohibit job advertise-
.ments: which express limitations

based on sex, age, race, religion,

color or national origin. '

Lewis also voted against pass-
age in' the 1973-74. session. of
legislation providing for protec-

"tjion of the. subsistence usage

af fish:and game. resources. The’
leglslallon which passed the Sen-
ate 11-8, was: to establish sub-
sistence zones near rural com-
munmes in the state.

i Gravel talked briefly about
the land claims act. itself; saying
he felt one of the most signifi-

‘cant points was to put adminis-

tration in the hands of the Native

péople to avoid “‘a paternalistic
oversecmg role played by the
BIA in the contmued develop-

mem of the claims.”

\Gravel said he felt “that ele-
ment is the most important ‘ele-
ment.in the whole act. The one
that I pride myself on the most;
that I feel was my biggest accom-
plishment with the claims,” Gra:
vel had, in 1968, campaigned on
the eventual dissolution of the
BIA.

Gravel also’ sald the land
claims was ‘a personal legacy
to the people; a personal, not a
governmental legacy — and there
is a fine difference.”

The, case' in" point, he said,
was tendencies of the federal
government to try to use land
claims monies distributed to in-
dividuals- to cover for programs
to which they are entitled —
cluding the food stamp program.

Gravel has introduced legisla-
tion asking that the U. S. Depart-
ment of * Agriculture disregard
the land claims payments when
considering eligibility for food
stamps. His strong stand has
caused Gravel criticism in some
areas.

At a recent meelmg, Gravel
was asked by one man “if I had
$200,000, could I get food
stamps?” Gravel said “no” and
the man replied “well, the Na-
tives can.”

“The settlement act had noth-
ing to ‘do. with the broad social
programs of government toward -
its citizens,” Gravel said. “The
Natives are still citizens like any-
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(Continued from Page 6)
body else. If individual Natives
need food stamps, aid to depen-
dent children, or needs of any
services of government, they are
totally entitled to receive them.”

The Alaska Democrat also
predicted that President Ford’s
proposed five per cent surtax
would not ‘emerge intact from
the Senate Finance Committee,
‘of which he is a member.

Finally, Gravel acknowledged
problems of  communication
with his constituents in the-vil-
lages of rural Alaska.

“That’s one reason that 1
have pushed so hard for satellite
communications; so that every-
one would be more informed,”
he said.

“We try to make as big an
effort as we can with news-

letters, press relations. A lot of .

it is the fault of the inability
- of the communications system
in the bush itself.

“We  -don’t have enough
money, enough- people. Even
the urban areas don’t devote

. enough money to news gather-
P

Gravel's office regularly sup-
plies the media with statements
pertaining to legislation he is

* supporting or in opposition of,
but whether the public hears or
is able to read these statements
depends on the 'space or time
available of the news media and
often enough, the politics of the
media.




