Greenpeace apologizes — too late

Copenhagen, Denmark — On the run-
way of the U airport,
located on Greenland's west coast, 300
Eskimos dressed in seal skin jackets
were waiting for a rare visitor,

It was like a silent demonstration.
The seal hunters wanted to see who it
was, who destroyed their livelihood.
On board the heli was Allan
Pickaver, the leader of the
activists in the hunt against baby seals.

A few days later, when Pickaver,

of the full grown seals, which hunters

from Greenland on their own. For
them the meat of the seal is their main
nutrition and the seal skins their only

" worker in

sellable product. ‘G is not
against the seal and w catch of
small local ** commented Allan
Pickaver , there was no room

for such differences during the emo-
tional campaign waged by the en-
vironmental group. Jonathan Motz-
feldt, head of the autonomous govern-
ment, travelled through Europe in
order to find undrstanding for the
hunters of his country; he found little
sympuh? for his people, due to the
powerful campaign.

Five ago, the hunters of
Greenland got up to 500 Kronen for a
seal skin of top . Today, they
are living on ic assistance. The
state buys the skins for 100-200 Kronen
and disposes of them for 1/10 of the
amount. Nobody wants to by any seal
skins. The warehhouses are stocked
with thousands of unsold skins.

Today, a seal hunter makes only
20,000 Kronen . The average
eams three to four
times as much. . .

“‘More and more young men are
leaving their villages, ' Johannes
Tobiassen, chairman of the local ad-
ministration of the 82 inhabitants of

Niagornat. ‘‘Soon the village will be*

deserted. And then we will see how the
waters around the U
endangered species here are
humans,"* Tobiassen complains bitter-
ly. Greenpeace does not offer him a

great deal on encouragement.

‘“We have to understand, that the
market for seal skins in Europe and the
United States has been ruined over the
years,”” says Allan Pickaver.

Whilst the locals are looking towards
Greenpeace for help with selling on the
market merchandise, Pickaver is only
offering financial help for alternative
activities in the outlying districts of
Greenland. Greenland's population,

however is

““Now the rtpr*cuntltives of
Greenpeace are very positive; but will
it last once they return to their

t;.rrrninlim?“ doubtfully comments
lip Lauritzen, head of the informa-
tion of Greenland. The invita-
uon to activists was not 1o
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