Legislators take
no action on
subsistence bill

Failure ensures

federal takeover

by Geolf Kennedy
for ibe Tundra Times

The 1990 Legislature has adjourned,
but the suspense over subsistence
lingers on.

A last-clay IO pass & constitu-
tional Emendment fell three votes shon
in the state House Tuesday. A con-
stitutional amendmont requircs a twe-

thirds~ vote “ofboth houses of the
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al by 27 House members, but only
members voted for a motion to
allow another vote. The vote May 6,
20 to 20, had fallen seven votes short.
Gov, Steve Cowper hisn't decided
whether to call a special session of the

continued on page elghtesn
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The National Park Service is working with other federal agencies to develop subsistence regulations for federal lands
in Alaska. Not affected will be areas such as Karmai National Park — shown above is the view across Naknek Lake

— where subgistence hunting currently is not allowed. It is allowed, however, in the Katmai Nuational Preserve,




o | eaders react to Legislature’s inaction
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etvagh, said Julie Kitka, presiden
ol the Aluska Federation of Natives

L he Legislature s Linlure 1o resolve
the ssue shows *a lack of understand
g wbout the threat of o ledera)
tukdover.”" Kitkn sunl. ““Federal
pudges amd ledéral buremacrats wall be
makimg decwsons (about Alaska fish
wid e manees ) and that's poor
publie policy

Rep. Lyman Holfman, D-Bethel,
s he was real tisappaormed ahou
the Lagisbature s imction

“We Tought lomg pnd hard W ke
combeol over our own desting”” when
Adwsihic campiagmied [ become a stite,
Hottomn smid, and now the state s i
b redimepumishes amueh of thit con
ol o the federal government, ™'

Phoring the 1900 Legislature, Holf
o propersed o constilabional ameml
ment thar would allow the suie w
et i subsistence law in aecord with
federal law. Earlier i the sesswon,
Kep, Koy Wallis, D-Fort Y ukon, had
proposed o constitutional mmendiment
woviling a Native prelerence, and
dep George Jocko, D-Pedro Bay, hiul

proposed  a  tural
e nd mwent

“Unlomunately, we didn’t get there
trom here,”" Jucko suid. He blamed
Republican lawnukers tar Killing sub-
sestence bills, and he predicied volters
will react by elecung more Dlemocrts
o e Legisliture

"My long range concernois for the
fesource being munaged,'” he sand
“What scares me abowt  federal
managerment o that we don’t know i
o opinions woulkl be heard. Too
miany  peaple in Washington, D €,
don't know abowt Alaska. ™

Anmimal-nghts activists in other
stabes comild thresten the subsisience
lifestvles of Adaska Natives, Jacko
st

Severnitl Southeast Alaskans reacted
it leremly,

SIS e il those sitwations where
v winrl foowanil undal the dust clears, ™
sand Girand Preswdent Bachard St of
the Alnsks Nunve Brotherhood, **My
wepsciuil fnc himation 18 1o view il us not

g badd T probably hos elements of
hewmg o peod situniion.

St hopes the Tederil government
will dova berter job an Cooperating with

prefeivnde

the Nutive community than the ste
{ITCY

““There was o window of opportum
ty lor the state w resolve (i |}ﬂl-r.‘.‘tll."{'."-
with the Mative comumunity. We might
like life under the federal govern-
ment,  he saxl

The state hias shown o “*eallius i
dJilference " foothe concerns of Aluski
MNatives, he said

“'We were looking at a partpership
position with the state. Now that post
non s approaching sdversaril, " S0
spic, ‘A twkeover hy the federal

overmmnent seeims mevituble, (but) the

Il is still in the Legslature s coun. ™

Eric Davenport, the director ol
business administranon fos the Tlinga
and Hmda Centril Council  alsio
beheves the state lel Nahives down

“We're very disappointed in the
state’s inaction 1o ke o st aod deal
proactively with the issue,™ he said

The stote had its chuance and losi i,
and now at's our lien, sid Roben
Willard, president of the Southeast
Native Subsistence Commission,

“1t°s unfortunaie that the stote ol
Aduska has relinguished control of its
Fish amd game because of just 4 per-

‘My long-range con-
cern Is for the resource
being managed.'

—@George Jacko

cent of ity resources. The Native com-
Uty guve thenr every opportunity
0 keep contral,” he said, *"'We sup-
pored the suite wll along. "

Natives supported Alaska's wish
assume control of s own fish and
game resources when it became i state
i 1959, s well os an 1978, 1982 amd
1986 when the stite deult with sub-
sistence legialation, Willard said,

Myron Naneng, president of the
Hethel -hased Assocunion of Village
Council Presadents, saul the inacton of
the Legislature sigmifies the state's
failure to recognize the umgueness of
iy Native peoples.

“The state will now be i pasition
where 1t will bave o recogmize the
unigue pirsition our culture has in the
state.”” Naneng suid,



