Gambell hunters get 4 whales

by Holly F. Reimer
Toumdrn Viess repsrier
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On bﬁ.'f Allen Kulukbon and his
crew landed a 50-footer.
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Rock also of Point Hope

landexd the second whale for the village

ml‘lﬂu us well as Gambell,

Wales and did not lsnd o
single whale lnst year. Gambell suc-
cessfully met its this year, while
Wales and Kiv haven't used any
strikes thus far.
Another whale also was killed in
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e Whale harvest

oo frorm pags oie

Foint Hope dunng April but got stuck
i the 1ee and could mv be salvaged.

Muayor David Stone Sr, suld the
villuge was unable 1o take the mukiuk
but the flukes were stll good.

Muny times when o whale gets stuck
in the ice, dangerons polar bears may
be lurking in the distance, ns was true
this time

“While | was there they sighted
eight polar bears in the area, | only
saw four, and one of them was about
an B-footer. He came about SO0 yands
fronn us und each time we chased i
wiy from the arcs with & shotgun, '
bhe sid.

Stone sakd the dead whale was ly-
g on a mound of soft slushy ice
which made moviag the carcass vir
twally impossible

I owas on solid ace, moving -
would not be a problem,” hie said.

Uhis whale hoad been sitting 1w
g, which Stone sad wis a shane

By thas dute | think old ocean be
s e Chewing o i, e sad

St sad the village was given an
ackdional sirike bun bad weather con
dinons huve prevenied any artempls (o
nse 1.

And Stone saud the villagers are hap
W L receive one more sinke, since
ust  year's whaling  sesson  was
unsuccessiul.

I the village of Wainwright on May
&, Benny Ahmuogak St landed a 38-
fiwt bowhead, and on May 7 Jack
Panik lunded a 40-footer. Wainwright
still has three more strikes befiore the
il'linﬂill.llli senson fl.'llj_'i.

Also on May 7, Gambell villagers
got whit they hod wished for, a big-
per whale.

Gambell Mayor Branson Tungiyan
snid everyhondy in the village is happy.

“Everybody is very happy that this
year has been so successtul, and we ' ne
hoping the rest of spring hunting for
walrus and seal will alio be suc-
vessful,” Tungivan snid.

He suid the 50-foot whale took (wo
days 10 harvest but afierwards there
was enough meat and muktuk — from
all four of their landings — for
everybody in the village 1o get etough.

“'Nobody was left out. There was
enough for the whole community, ™ he
sl

In the whaling story which appeared
in the April 30 edition of the Tundra
Times, Larry Kavia did not land the 35-
foor whale as reported, Chester
Novngwoaok landed i,



