Northwest elders focus on self-esteem

by Pete SchoelTer

Delegates  from  thooughout  the
MANA region wnd  elsewhere In
Alaskn met in Kotzebue recently foi
the secomd NANA Regionul Elders
Conlerence

The mecting's theme, “"Feeling
Ciood About Ourselves: A Comunanity
Effon.”" embraced the subject of sell
esteem and the many ways il affects
us as individuals, g5 Natve people,
and simply as human beings

John Pingayak of Chevak guve the
keynote speech on *"Cuoliure and Seli
Esteem. ™

Inupiat Paitot
People's Heritage

OPINION

He spnke aof the tradinonal relation
stup he hadl with his grandlather,
wHIL e ol Lt commumicanon with
Imu fawd fit ot only tradibonal values,
bt sl those ol the Western workd

Pingayak cmphiasized the need 1o
conpmumeate with elders i order 1o
keep vounger leadership on trck

Fhen be and bes Tyear-old daughier
Liang did some dances Trom Chupik
country . demonstrating the samplics
ty and good feching of wadinonal
e lebwation

“UOvercorming Burmiers” was the
the of the first afternoon s pancl discus-
ston, which was modernted by Rolund
Booth wnd Pete Schaelter

The main subject of discussion was
the relmtionship between  cultupdl
celebrations nnr.r the Friends Church,
which in the past has discouraged such
things as Eskimo dancing.

The 1ssue was addressed by Roben
Sheldon, superintendent of the Fricnds
Church, In a nutshell, Sheldon ea-
plumed that Eskimo dancing his been
discussed by officiuls of the church
dned that there was recogmition (hat
positive cultural expression 15 a real
hosost 1o the well-being of Native peo-
ple everywhere

Four topies ol discussson were: role
models and feadershup development,
subsistence and sell-enteen, culture
and selt-estecm, snd comumunications

Recommendations  developed by
workshop parucipants were presenial
tivthe general assembly on the last day
of the conterence. T sununary, they
inchuded the followimg ssues

 Soikinl Issues

I'he Friends Church should form o
st amsues commitice 1o discuss
pracditomdl celebrations such us Eskum
duncing  and  other ssues o
signilbeance o chureh officuals amnd
terested members of each communiy

* Educational Issues
Uhe vonsensts was that the villages

and Kotzebue must be made o fecl
some ownership of theirr schools
Numerous comments ahout the North-
west Arctic Borough School District
were masde in all the workshops, Sub-

jects ranged from concern over poor.

ly prepared studemts leaving high
schools for colleges, 1o unhappiness
with. the suspension policy im
plemented layl year.

It wus ge ly felt that two things
need 1o happen. First, communications
between the schoal district and parents
st improve, and the advisory school
boards need 1o be given some authonty
to denl with local problems,

It wis decided tht the list of educa-
tonal  recommiendations would e
presented by representatives of the
Regionnl  Elders Counctl 10 the
Regronal School Board

* Subsistence

There s a need W organize a vigy
registrution  drive in the NANA
region. This year we will vote for o
new governor, and as we have all
learned., it s much ensier w deul with
rurad needs including subsistence of we
have o governor who supports our way
of life

* {(Mther Lssues

(her recominendations retlec con
vern over the stale ol i cipal
govermment in the NANA region. Fo
example, Mildred Soge  reminded
those whio hold public otfice that they

have sworn un outh of office and ure
bound to oboy laws and set good ex-
amples as role models for younger
people

Another recommendation asked the
NAB to study the feasibility of it
uasuminij municipal tasks o villages
s that the villages would be freed 1o
deal with the waditonal or IRA
ROvVernments.

One reason given for this is that.
even though funding levels for villages
arc decreasing, the state of Alasks —
in its granting of funds for village pro
jects — requires bookkeeping and
reporting that the villages cannot af-
ford. 1t was also nsseried that the
villages need w address their own
socil coneerns — concerns which the
state, with its bureaucracy, 15 poorly
cqiipped 10 deal with.

Troditionally, e¢lders were the
authority in any gathering of people,
be i camp or village. In terms of
cultural survival, anelder cannot be
replaced, and it 15 a terrible thing when
clders puss on, laking all ther
knowledge with them

I s truly & pity when genermtions
shut themselves out from elders. On
the other hand, if elders are made o
feel that what they know s nor impor
tant, who ure they to 1ell”

Muny thanks o the organizing com
muttee und volumeers who helped dur
g thas very successful elders con
lerence, Talkuu,



