SANE Alaska questions irradiation safety

by kd Davis and Christopher Tonl

fror wiie Dumdrs Thmes

Juidgeing troen Bis recent artdle i the
Furwdrar fimes, Sen: Fred Zharoll, D
Kok Beels thint e adoae s gualitied
o determone Abasko s logxd irradation
policy The semmor  charped o
ezt with coreulatimg *talse
staternents, partial riths anad thireats,

OPINION

W heheve the seiator s charges e
wndar aned that the recond shoulkd be
sl alrnirhi

Sharokl seng ketusmdedty Killied a hall

Hiwese Bill 25 1o ban the sale ol
wradited  foods o Adaske This
begresdabim s suppairtedd by g rogjonty
of the degeshitves of bothy howses i boaly
pariies HB 25 passed bast year i the
Huwse by g viote of 314

Fhese legslators and the govermor
have o been Vhivdwinked™  as
Lhnroll suggested o o newspaper
repaarter. They hive taken n careful
loark pr the soe and decided that the
Ford and Drug Administration’s ap-
proval o dood rradinnion was
prémntune

Contrary. 1o Zharoll' s asserfions,
towmd prradianion s here. Many of the
spices being sold are already being ir-
raduied  withowt the pubhlc s
knowledge or copsenl

The readtion imdustey, the LS
Department of Energy and the Tmer-
natonal Atomic Energy Agency are
comducting un aggressive, global cam-
paign to develop, promote and sel
fowd arradintion. Our grocery shelves
will soon be Hilled with srepdiated
foods unless informed oilizens speak
il

SZharoth, clamming thin srvadiated
Tivnild 1n sale, moted the FIXA has ap-
proved pork. wheat, spices und pro

duce for irmdation

Fev toats approval of Sood iremdi
ton, the FDA reviewed about 400
shudves mvolving decades ol research
Ot ol these 400 studies, the FDA
chinmed thin only Dive met ats specul
CEIer

. Bhonabd Lovrnn (Depirtinent ol
Mabhic Health, New Jersey Medieyl
Sthonl b has conducted a thirough
aondysis ol ihe sclentitic Cevidenee ™
the FLMA cates o justily il approaval
el Boesd srracdiatnon

s imvestigation revealed there ane
setriivs  debicieneies o each of the
FIMA S fivie Cited siudses. Bather the
dicated result clammed by the FEA wie
vrroneows or the dosage of mduation
wiy to low (o apply the resilis i
comnmercilly ieraduted Jood

B thus Kind of deceptive naniprils
fon o the scwentile record which has
comvimesd legislators m three sties 1o
b irvscdianed food, despate the FDA s
approval . Apparently they don’t share
Lharott's blind  fiath a0 Hig
Crivwvernmenl

Zharof! dismissed concerny thal a
scalood rradiator i Adaskn would
hurt the markel tor Alaskan seaflood
and  distorted the Food  Troadiation
Network Japan's positron on the issue
This coalition of Japanese consumer
groups vowed toorganize a boycott of
ull Alaskan seafood iF o seafood -
enclitor were banlt in Alnskn

They are threatening a boycott on
all Alaskan scofcod because there 18
oo known test 1o determine whether
food has been irmduted . L haralf tned
o portray thin as legislative
“blackmmil™” by lalsely clivming the
boycott would be organized if HE 25
(miled w pass

I appears that Zharofl already has
lorgotten the successhul tnn boycoll
it save dolphins) and that the apple
markel recently was bt hard on the
guestion of food safety. Al onk
with apples was tor Meryl Streep and
the Notural Resources Defense Coun

Zharoff portrayed food irradiation as
a food preservation process similar to
freezing, drying and pasteurization.
This is a totally inaccurate
characterization because it ignores
the new chemicals created in ir-

radiated food. . .

il e publicize the elfects of the
pestcule Alar on hurmans

I an wradior were 10 be built in
Aldnska, the seafood mdustry would be
vulnerable (o this sime type of market
devastation

Zharoll portrayed Tood rradition
us 0 lood preservation process sumilar
w (reering, drymg and pasteurization,
This w a twotlly ineccurate
characterization because it ignorey the
new chemicals created in rradiated
fescd. I Fmct, the irmadiation process
actually separates atomy from their
molecules

Dr. Richard Piccione, a published
expert on food irradimtion. cites 12
credible studies which have identified
some of these “radiolyiic products”
ws carainogens and mutagens. 18 this
the kind of image we wamt for our
sealood”

The senator claimed in hix articles
that the American Medicnl Associntion
has “endorsed’” food madiation, This
also w untrue, The AMA's House of
rﬂ'hfﬁllﬂ‘i passed i resolution support
mg the classificaton of food irmdia-
lion s @ ‘process’ rather than an ' ad-
thitive *° This s hardly an

‘endorsement.
Lharoff stmted an has arnicle than the

Cunanimeus’ recommendaton o
those involved i the seafood industry
wirs (0 oppose & ban on food trradin-
tiom. Mot true. The United Fishermen
ol Alaska and Copper River
Fishermen's Cooperative are both on
record ns opposed (o food rradintion,
us are the hundreds of fishermen who
have sent Zharofl cards und letters,
A ban or @ moratorium on the sule
of irradiated foods is needed 10 pro
tect public henlth, as well as ow
seafood industry and to send & power-
ful message 10 Washington, lg‘f.'.
It's time o clean up our nation’s
food irradiation policies and follow the
lead of Japun, West Germany.
Australia, New Zealand, New York,
New Jersey and Maine in prolubiing
the sale of irradinted foods. Alaskans
should not be used ns guines pigs lor
a dangerous and unproven technology

Ed Davis is a profesvional enginecr
from Fairbanks, He serves ai vice
president of SANE/Alaska, a monprofit
public tnierest group with mte tha
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