Subsistence is life for ‘We’ people

by Carol Paddock Jorgensen
e the Tundra Thes

My name is Carol Paddock
Jorgensen. My Indian name is Shik-
De-Hait. 1 am Eagle, Killerwhale,
Lakssavleevadi, Kaagwaantoan. 1 am
44 years old, a wife, mother of three
grown sons and grandmother of two.

Ut Kah neek
Informing and Heporting

OPINION

I have lived and worked in many
different countries around the world
— Europe, South America and the
Middle East, 1 have great respect for
our many cultures, lunguages, customs
and diverse value systems, and 1 tru
ly respect and appreciate my Asian,
bluck and white brothers and sisters

Then why am | sitting here with so
mich pan und sadness inside of me?!
A pun | really cannot amiculate in
words as | want 1o, a pamn that | can
nel seem o do much about, excem
keep (rying 1o assist people in
utclerstonding what we as Native peo
ple are leeiing.

| cunnot speak for black, Asun or
white people. | canmst know their
history. But 1 do care 1o learn and try
as best a5 possible 0 hear what they
are saying to me. | guess my greatest
sadness 18 thut in the name of progress,
religion, education, science and
technology, our Native way of life has
heen | upon as backward, slow,
pagan and obsolete,

¢ do not say that in words,
Their non-verbal language says it lowd
and clear, And yet, our world is in
great need of the indigenous peoples’
wisdom, and now even many ol our
own Native ¢ are in greal necd
of this wisdom. We do nt know
where we fit anymore. We are feel-
ing displaced in our own land. We are
trying to jump through hoops of this
regulation and that law, laws we did
ol Creute.

We lived as u ““We" people
Everyone had their role. Cluns had o
very sophisticated system, Our an was
us complex and beautiful as any Rem-
brandt or Bruegel,

We were uu&h'l to respect and live
in harmony with nature, listen to the
heartbeat of the earth, hear the blades
of grass grow, ke care of the land,
respect the animals and fish and give
thunks when they share their hife with
you and nounsh you. If you do not,
they will not come back. Leave the
land just as you found it. Our village
people used W always go out in the
spring and clean the nvers and woods
and make them ready for the fish and
annmials so they were happy,

Our carvers ulways gave grenl
thanks 1o the tree that would become
u beautful canoe o carry us 0 one
another. We worked very hard
harvesung for one another, hunting
and guthering and nchly sharing. Our
bounty was great, and our happiness
WIS ONE Vi cannol pul o words,
As ome ol our elders said, “*Life wias
furel, but very satisfying. Now life s
. s hard. Bul itois o longer
sufystying.

Chur Hiie wis rich, healthy und very
fullilhing . This i something we as
Mative people know: the blueprint i
il of us. At different times it comes
strongly (o the surface, and we can
not deny it orignore it And when we
pructice st we feel good and right, for
we are Native and that gives s greal
fulfiliment.

Money cannot undo the fisct that our
Emp!c cunnot go to berry patches or

unting or fishing grounds because
there I1s o "“no trespassing sign,”’ a
“fence’’ or a national monument that
reminds us this was once all ours. If
you could resd some of the history of
the late 1R00s and early 1900s, one
would understand the constant pain
that no land claims can tnke uway or
buy off.

People have cruelly said the Natives
get everything. But how little do they
really know or care to understind?
Your see, our way of life s so different
from Western ways. We are trying to

SUBSISTENCE

Char history s such that m just n few
decades Western culture has soc
cesshully “'pumneered”” this great land.
Dises that mean we as Native people
are weak” No, | think not, Perhbaps in
Western terms of war, or 0 show of
strength, it could, and, yes, there were
hartles ot first. Wouldn®t you fight to
save vour Jands and family?

But inthe Native way we recognized
and wanted 10 learn new things, new
wuys of ding things. 50 we were
open and receptive 1o newcomers, We
did et know thmt the newcomers
would assume we were stupid, pagan
and must succumb their way of hife.

Immediately my ancestors were

iven new names, such as Jimmy

ohn, Tommy George and others, Our
identity was siripped. Our children
were senl off to schools. We were 1o
learn o different way of life. Time, the
moon, sun and tides were no longer
correct, Summer fish camps tind
winter were not  possible
hecause of many schedules and
things the newcomers had in store for
LS.
This, of course, was not all bad, Our
people wanted to learn. It is just that
there wis no validation that we, 100,
wre smart and that we are good and that
we have a strong spiritusl relationship
I our creator

cope, and, ves, we have learned greed
und become 1T people Instead of

"We' people. Bt we all know deep
devwn thit it 15 oot nataral, and we are
all feeling pmin and anger

Once 1 heard o guite that stuck wath
me: The most unequal thing is o
make all things equal.” Why can’t we
celebrate our diversity and uniquencss
and be proud of one another and yelt
share with joy what we have ih com-
mon as human beings and  ax
Alnskans!

Is it %o hard for Western culture 1o
e proud of their indigenous people or
1o say, "'Maybe we were wrong long
agn. " Obviously, the pain and damage
is there, so what can we do today o
help rectify or heal the terrible wound

ar pain’

I also recognize this is, but should
not be, an "*Us'" and "Them'* pro-
blem that continues o polarize us, We
need (o nccept our responsibility und
be accountable. Many of us are angry,
unil that anger becomes unhealthy and
destructive, more o ourselves in the
endd. Our juils are full because of oross-
cultural differences.

Alcoholism, suicide and lnck of
ientity are killing us faster thar we
can hope to rectify, but knowledge and
action are the first ingredients (o cor-

Why subsistence has been made
such a negative issue is curious. We
have not as Native people made this
a race issue, but if that is how people
see it, then we certainly will never
deny our rich heritage.

rection for all of us

How many geniuses an: we missing
i the school system due 1o map
proprigte knowledge of our eduoy-
tional system 1o recognize thil we are
prcdl:-lnlmmﬁi,' a kenesthetic culiure
and nol visual or audio, as s the ma
jority race. We learm information Jdil
lerently than mosi.

Or how many pemuses oare on
Fourth Avenue or South Franklhn
hecuuse of lack of sell-esteem, e
-.'n..'uufulfr:u'.ru'l that they are wondes
ful peaple” How many ol our yvoung
hoys have we lost because we have s
rapiedly come Trom o humtor/ gathene
sociely into g society that does nog
vilidite or recognize with honor, an
we did, o greal hunler

Instend, we pinomaodals on youth for
preat basketball or other sports, ad
miany of our young people may ool
measure up 10 o great slom dunk

Do people understand that we Listen
mare than we mlk” We are not being
discourteous or stupid il we do not
answer of we loke great pauses 1o
answer. We have been wught 1o listen
carefully and show respect, think and
choose words wisely and not jabber.

We've been told, say only what you
mean and always show due respect.
Make your words coum. Take time
url think about what another hus sad
o you. If they ask a silly or embar-
rissing question, do nol make i worse
and unawer.

Is it pomted out that many of us
know two longuages? Some of us
know even more than just English or
a Native wngue. Are muost English
people forced 1o learn more than one?

Do people know that we wlh withou)
words, When you listen and watch,
yirs begin to feel with your heart and
spirit. You see the great paan and con-
fusion people are m and you can Teel
and know what they are thinking. You
lesarn (o forgive and love your brothes
and sister and walk o thear shoes so
thut vou oan identify with them

You learn how 1o defuse their anger
or your put it aside und len i pass. Cha

*elders are great ol takking without talk-

mg. Our elders are our pearls ol
wisdom o be highly respected and
appireciated

We do pot want L pul them on g
shell o across country. We need them
o help bndge the gap with our own
children. As young parents we are loo
cloge o our emotions, but grand-
parents and grandchildren have a very
spectl bond, Because of this fact, our
elders do not sulfer the dischses in
great numbers because they are needed
10 the very end, and therr minds sty
clear and sharp.

Subsistence is not only our
maknstay, it is our essence, our life
force. It is what our culture i all
about. [ that u not clearly understoud,
we are on the path of destruction for
our Native culiure,

Right now we can make a decision.
We can either contimue on the path of
destruction or we can turn and correct
many past wrongs. We have that op-
portunity as human beings.

Please understand, when you log (oo
many trees, the fish and the aninmals

githér div i return due W ruin ol
huhitat or the sromals, such us bears,
coune ol fighting because of heing
hucked milo @ corner

Thut 1s where we are. ' We have po
chowce. We cannot give up any more
We cannot start from the mddle,
alrgady goving up the hattle befose i
i started. We st st Trom o
stromgest poant. [n Western termis e
i ondy good strfegy, wnd we have
lermeed o lght Tine woth fire But why
shomehid be have ti?!

Canidis ot only  recogmees i
digenous people but s prowd ol them
Wl ke sure subsistence s plibce
ibwiys tor the Native people. What i
wronng wWith thuit™ Acve we a0 alpaid tha
someone might pet something we
tont?

Mot people do oot Tike our ok fnk
hooligan il hernng egps, seil ml,
sepwieed, seugull eggs and gumbnots
It s now o screntific fucr that our peo
ple are facing severe malnutnbon due
to incarrect diets, Western foods wre
causing many health problems. Most
of s would gladly chomp on hernng
E']gn rather than s hamburger anyway,

realice that we have been regulued
aned bag limited to death because of o
greaer papulation Gemand and wse of
TCSCHITUES,

Omne thing worth reimembering s
that subsistence 15 less than | percem
of fotal ciaich. Cur spoit and comimer
o takes are key 1o regulating sound
munagement and sustained yiekd

Why subsisience has been made
such a negative issoe s cunods. We
have not ns Native people made this
@ e assuc, but i that 1s how people
see i, then we certminly will never
deny our rich heritage

We have always been willing w
share our hounty . Subsistence with a
Native preference would oot mean thit
ofher rurl peaple could not subsist
I would just gusrantee onee aml Tog
all that subsistence would never be
taken away from the Novve  That
could be done by Native exempiion,
such as the Muarine Mumimal Protec
tion A ;

AL Tirst  thisymay case o
discomdort, but in five vears, it wiould
ot onty be forgotien, but accepied as
the way things are

And ol in the meantime there wi
some proper cross-culturml education
going on. perhaps all Aloskans could
scroally get along, and we could move
forwird as leaders of our patvon and
perhaps the world in respecting
human rights,

As people of this world, we are very
concerned about saving the elephants
undd whales and many endangered
species, as we should be. But can we
do less for humankind?

Carel Paddock Jorgensen of Junean
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