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JUNEAU itif its true that every
legislative session is remembered as
much for what didnt happen as for
what was accomplished surely the
landmark of disappointment this year
was the failure to pass a bill repairing
the damage the alaska supreme court
has done to our priority subsistence
law

OPINION
I1

despite intensive lobbying efforts
that continued into the last hour of the
session we came justust a tewfew votes short
ol01of what we needed to pass a bill that
ailedcalled torfor a statewide vote on a con-

stitutional amendment restoring priori
tv subsistence rights to rural alaskansalaskasAla skans

beginning july 1 we now taceface
federal taicotakcotakeovcici ot tishfish and wildlifewild lite
management on more than 100 million
acresic res otof tederalfederal land that the state cur
rendy managesmanage many people believe
that is going to hebe an unworkable situa
liontion especially in trying to manage
mirgatingnurgatingmirnur gating aruanimalsnials such as caribou that
wander back aniland forth across state and
tecifederaltederaltecieraleral boundary linesline

the sad part about this issue is that
only a handful of legislators were in
volvedevolved inin refusing to let alaskansalaskasAlaskans
solve the problem through a constitucons titu
tionaldional amendment vote the over
whelmingwhelminewhelming vote inin favor of subsistence
inin 1982 and polls taken since clearly
indicate the amendment would have
been approved because most alaskansalaskasAla skans
believe protecting subsistence for rural
residents isis the right thing to do

my guess isis the legislature willwil
have no choice but to take up sub
si stence again inin a special session and
I11 suspect if the governor doesnt call
the session well do it ourselves

whenever and however it happens
I1 hope well have better luck per
suadingshading that small group of legislators
to let the people otof alaska once again
demonstrate how they eelfeel about sub
si stencetence through the ballot box

fortunately there were successes
we can talk about in looking hackback at

this session too some of the ones imI1 m
happiest about include

eanan increase in the amount ol01of

minimum entitlementsentitlement toitot
municipalities legislation passed this
year changes the formulatormula beginning in
july 1991 the minimum torfor all corncom
munitiesmuni ties in the unincorporated areas
will I11 hope increase troinfrom
SIS25000000 to 400x40 000

an adequate operating budget for

rural alaskatelevisionalaska television network in
eluding a small amount of funds for
the board of directors to begin serious
ly working on the issue of removing
alcohol ads from programming

while my bill to require removal of
such advertising from ratnetmatnet shows
did not make it out of the house the

issue is still very much alive
eaA package of bills dealing with

fetal alcohol syndrome the most im-
portant being a requirement that school
districts and rural education atten-
dance areas provide in service train-
ing for teachers and other personnel
on ways to work with children exposed
to alcohol and other drugs before
birth

other FAS bills that passed require
information about FAS and fetal
alcohol effects be provided with mar
nage license applications and mail
order alcohol shipments and ask
schools health providers and all
alaskansalaskasAla skans generally to leamlearn more about
FAS and help pregnant women avoid
this tragic situation

and to help heighten our awareness
one of the bills marks the week follow

ing mothermothers s day as alcohol related
birth detectsdefects awareness week

an appropriation otof 548000 to
develop a comprehensive package otof
services aimed at improving treatment
1rarlo10 r substance abusing pregnant
women these state funds are aimed

at matching federal dollars recently
allocated for a new treatment facility
in anchorage the facility isis due to
open this year

anean appropriation of 5 million for
the yupikcupik cultural center inin bethel
combined with the 1 million we pro-
vided last session this will adequate-
ly fund the center which will be ad-
ministered by the university of
alaska

the center will be a repository for
artifacts from the yupikcupik culture that
currently are scattered throughout the
world and I1 believe this will be a ma-
jor attraction for visitors to the YKY K
delta

but more important it will be a
source of pride for native residents inin
the region to be able to view firsthand
the history of their culture there
wasnt much sensitivity to such mat-
ters inin the early days of alaskasalanskas ex
ploration and development

A bill requiring the state to
establish an education policy and
more important creating community
advisory groups that regional school
hoardsboards must consult with on a regular
basis as a way of monitoring school
performance this legislation provides
a vehicle torfor more local involvement
and I11 believe it will substantially help
alaska s schools do a better job otof
preparing our children torfor adulthood


