Native teacher delivers speech at UAF

by John Creed
Uil Newy mod Dpfoeousibon Servioe

FAIRBANKS A Native s¢hool
wacher from Northwest Alaska re
celved vne of the highest hanors ex
temded by the University of Alaska
Fawbanks 1o a stdent earhber tos
muvith durning the 68th commencement
al UAF when shie delivered the student
speech

"1 am homored, but there are a (ol
ol other students who also déserve
recaogmtion, ' smd Sandra (Edhich)
kowalskt, 21, who received one of the
sre than TN degrees conlerread dur
g the annual ceremony at Paliy
Center on the UAF campus May &

Fhe student speaker, whit is always
one ol UAF s mwost owstunding st
diemt scholars, s chosen |hh|ﬂy:h 1 |
g poocess volving Taculty
Soniselors and others

Kowalskt fioshed her undergrud
wile stwdies n 1989, earming twi
degrees: ome 1 Enghsh education, the
ather n Inuplag

Rownlski's first degree was con-
lermed in May 1989, but her Inupiog
degree came  later during the
19599 academic vear — 50 her se
vomd degree was officially conferred
ut the recent commencenient

While a UAF student, Kowalski
received mostly A's, gradunting with
high honors

“"We are proud ol hee,”" said Suzi
Erlich, Kowalski's mother.  Edich
lives in Kotzebue and grew ap m
Buckland. Erlich suid her daughier
respests the Inuplisg vilue of hand
wiirk

"'"-.'il'l-.!j. woctfucation ook b Lot ol
.'ll'” I‘||"l-. i_rflﬂllu'. il wl TRy e, a

conbinisl oh pmpn flKinan

ﬁ'.';h,l'r.f (Erfieh) Rowialski received J':_in.\ll'h id v, wrehdicrting I-1'r'.|'njm,j.:hmnlur'.
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e UAF graduation

roninaned fom page aight
it ot pride m bemg Iniping, amd o
desare lor o better seorld foeall of s,
Erlich sl

Kowalshi wlso s 0 pradooste of
Rutrebue High School . As g studdemt
there, she aended the Rural Aluska
Homoes [nstitune. a UAF summer pro-
graii in Pairbanks tha sinnilates the
college settimg for rural bgh school
|lr1|llll"\

When Kowalshn entered UAF a5 o
Heshmon i the mud - T80 shie Hved
i NANA House. o specml dommitory
whivre howseparents from: Normhwest
Aliskin prowde structure and guicdance
st il NANA students con bettgr
bridpee the ap between mral amld col
e hife

Whitle ut UAE besades mkang the
Chanvellon s s repulaely, Kowalskl's
exlracurrcubar  adtivities i luded
working with the Fesuval of Nutive
Arl, an o annuil Mative  American
watherng at LUAE o share cralis,
dance and music. She dlso served gy
o peer counselor for fellow Native
sludents, In 1985, Kowalsks was nin
nerup for the Miss Waorld Fakimu
lidian Clympics crown

I'hrWuIz-'ti. a cernfied weacher, s
heen working since September [or the
Nirthwest Arctic Borough  School
Dristticr in Deering, where she leaches
K- 12 Inupaag amd secondary English
She s muarmed o Korl Kowalski. They
plan w move o Ketzebue this summer
with their 10-manth-old son, Aaron,
The Kownlskis are expecting their se-
cond child in September.

Chukehi News cd Informanton Ser-
vice dx a writing profect of Chukely
Cellewe, UAF branch  campus in
Kuezeber



