Barnes sings flag
song at UAA’s
commencement

When Ron Barnes grew up in [l
tghum, he never dreamed he would
b om stage al hes commencement rom
the Uhneversity of Alaska Anchorage,
simping the Alaska Flag Song m from
a0 eraduntes and poests a the
Cieorgge M Sullivan Arena

Barnes grodudted May 7 with a
B helor of Ars i Music Perlorm
e depree and was one ol fwo
gracootig senors selected 1o par
bicipiaie m ihe CErCImamy {ir.u‘ltl-.'l.lll'lg
(onrmabisin deed pabdic commumcitnons
et Connie Gl fis presented the
produation address

I raditionally the Alaska Flag Song
wosung by i Gaculty member. This
veur, however, i1 was sung by Bames

From a Yupik Lishing famity with
seven chuldren, Bames grew up always
ki miusic

| fiest sang the Alaska sule song
il the Miss Dillingham Pageant when
I was 10 years old."' he saud

Feanchers such as Frank snd Mary
Parten and others in Dillingham en
courdged Barnes in music. The lugh
school had po ¢horus, but he con
duited the church chisie at 51, Seripham
ol Sarov Orthodox Church e Dall
ingham foe aboul Dwo years,

In high school Barnes  became
Fascinated by the piimo. He asked his
Bl insturctor tohedp hom, and over
time  he tadght himsell pianc and
learned 1o play o wide varety ol
muasical instruments as well

Begimning as o piano magor, Barnes
fiest ook volge lessons ol Westem
Washungton Limversity where he was
introkluced 1o art song.

10wk so lonely practicing puino
all the time,”" he recalled. *"The voice
peaple on campus were always work
e with other people, so | got mio
vonce,  've - always hked singing
anyway

After some tme in Washigton,
Barnes ok a year off in Dnllimgham
and then came to UAA where he wi
closer o home, and s friends and
furnily were more uccessible

Kathryn Chenoweth was his firsg
vimce teacher m Anchorage and she
encouraged hum to join the Anchorage
Comumunity Chorus. Barnes wenl on
the spring concent tour o Carnegie
Hall in New Yaork and Lincoln Cenler
in Washington, DU

My hig boost came Trom the com
munity Choras, | sang » small b
with them ond got & good reception,
Burnes saul, “"This gave me con:
fidence o move forward 1o my degree
N IS,
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