Agencies prepare subsistence plans

by Geoll Kennedy
for ihe Tunidie Times

The first phase ends todiay m the
lederul wkeover of fish and game
mwnagesent  wn fedeval  luwds
Alaskn.

For the past owonth, the LS, Fish
and Wildiife Service hus collected
comments on how the federal govern:
ment should munage us lands in the
stiale

Such munigement s wo conform
peevasitng of the 1980 Alaskn Nutional
Interest Lands Conservation Act. The
provisions reguire the lederal govern-
ment i

sMuintain o healthy popalaton ol
(ish and game.

sDefine subsistence use tor il
Alaskans o include personal use ol
fish and game, handwratis made Trom
the resources and customary trade.

oFrovide a prionty for non-wastieful
HSES

*Provide reasomable nccess for sub:
sislence users

*Provide o system Tor regional
partiCipanon

I the first commment period, the Fish
urid Wildlite Service has been lioking
for **penenic responses, ™ said Bruce
Botren. the public mtormation of ficer
tor the Adaska region. He compired
the process o “hshing expedition™
in seddch of ideas

Starting loday, the federal officinls
will begim imcorporating the comments
it o dradh plan, Baten sind. That plan
will be avm luble for another round of
cormmiend lute this month or early June,
lie sund,

A working group has
been devising this plan
since February. . .
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A working group has been devising
thas plan sinde February, Batten sad
Alaskan representatives of Fish and
Wildhife, the Forest Service, e
Bureaw of Land Manpgement, the
Bureau of Inchian Affuirs, the Natonul
Park Sarvice, the Army, the Air Force
and the National Manne Fishenies Ser
vice comprise the working group, he
shid

Batien swd the group has heen
devising acontingency plan based on
the results of recent coun decisions,
mcluding  the McDowell case, in
which the swae Supreme Courl
dedlarcd that the subsistence law un
constitutionally dise riminates in favor
of rural resicdents

The Fish and Waldlile Service.
which s coordinating the working
prowp, will have emergency regula-
teosis i eflect by July 1. That's the
deadline a Supreme Coun justice im-
posedd om the stade 1o devise @ new sub
sistence law

Because of thut deadline, the federal
povernment hus to use o ' compressed
public review system,”” Buten saul

If federal officials decide that the
stite: will nol solve s subsistenice
dilemma belore the end of the vear,
then Fish and Wildlife will begim the
process of devising permanent reguls-

tons, Batten sand,

The Alaskn Federation of Natives
plians 1o wirn m A package of comiments
trone the Native community today,
sitid Julie Kika, AFN presuwlent

Iy interview last week, Kitkn sl
shic: would be seeking opions ol
representatives of Native orgamz-
tions, discusyimg options amd deciding
whinh 1w el Fash and Wildile, AFN"s
sk would be (o ensure Native groups
have an sdeguate opporiunity W par
it i the process and te e
therr responses, Kitka suul

An AFN  legislative  comamibive
woald prepare a deslt compmentary tor
Nalve  organiations o comiment
upem, she sand.

As of Lust week, ot beast twio Notive
PO Were Prepanng (o propose that
the federal government contract oul
management of Fedecsl Tonds an thew
A,

The Assocution of Village Council
Fresidents plans (o propose manage -
ment of federal lands in the Calista
Region, sdud the organization's presi
dent, Myron Naneng

And the Southeast Native Sub-
sistence Commission his istructed the
Thingit and Hawda Centenl Couneil 1o

pevsition sisell for mamagement of all
Tederal fands in Southeast Alaska, sl
Kobeit Waillagd, preswdent of  the
Southeast  Nalive  Subsstence
U anmimsssion

In Bast minth's AFN Subiistence
s conference,  several  par
twipants  sadd  the Tndn Sell
Determmiinom Act already has sel o
preecedent Tor Native orgunizahons (o
comtuet out servives with the federal
govermment

Al that conferemwe, Tom Roesler
withi the Stne Departine nd ol Liw sag-
gested the state consrler contraching
wirth the federal goveriiment i maihgy
tederal lands in Alaska

Such o procedure s thddretcally
posible. but unhikely, Batten saud.
Bevause foderal Tiw reguires o vl
preference. which the stae Supreme
Court has  already  dedlared
(LTI FITATRTTEY

Morman Cohen, the stite Frshoand
Ciume  Departinen) depuly  comings
smer, agrecd

s very unbikely that o swould fusp
pen. Cohen said. noung that the
federal  povernment has iy own
responsibility, which s very differen
from the responsibiliies of the state




