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Hensley Campaigns
A campaign trail he hopeshopes-

wiJI
hopes-

willwillwiJI lead to the U.SUS. .. House isis-

taking
is-

takingtaking Willie Hensley down somesome-
rugged

some-
ruggedruggedruggedroadsroads these days , withwith-
sand

with-
sandsand stormsstorrm and an occasionaloccasional-
barrage

occasional-
barragebarrage of insects standingtanding bebe-bebe-
tween

¬.-
tween him ,and the voters .

Hoping to reach as manymany-
voters

many-
votersvoters as possible before thethe-
August

the-
AugustAugust primary , Hensley is travtrav-trav-
eling

trav-
eling

¬-

eling by car ,. jet , bush plane andand-
even

and-
eveneven flatbottom river boat ,
combing the state on a muchmuch-
wider

much-
widerwjderwider scalescae! than in any of hishis-
previous

his-
previousprevious campaigns .

Which brought the DemoDemo-Demo-
cratic

Demo-
cratic

¬-

cratic State Senator from Kot-KotKot-
zebue

Kot-
zebue

Kot-
zebue

-

zebue just the other day , to aa-
lively

a-
livelylively adventure on the TananaTanana-
River

Tanana-
RiverRiver .

On invitation from friend andand-
State

and-
StateState House candidate Mitch De-DeDe-
mientieff

De-
mientieff

De-
mientieff

-

mientieff of Nenana , Hensley

hopped an 18-foot18foot- flatbottomflatboltomflatboltom-
boat

flatbottom-
boatboat , equipped with a 25 horsehorse-horse-
power

horse-
power

¬-

power motor , to go to TananaTanana-
from

Tanana-
fromfrom Minto , where Hensley hadhad-
been

had-
beenbeen attending the bush justicejustice-
conference

justice-
conferenceconference .

"WeWe" started out on what wasWas-

aJlegedly
was-

allegedlyallegedlyaJlegedly a five-hourfivehourflve-hourflve-- trip ," saidsaid-
Hensley

said-
HensleyHensley with a wry smile , as hehe-
related

he-
relatedrelated the story later to thethe-
Tundra

the-
TundraTundra Times . Then he told ,

with gusto , how it actually took
10 hours going down the TananaTanana-
River

Tanana-
RiverRiver , in the company of De-DeDe-
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mientieffmientieffandand friends Lucy CarlCarl-
andand Alfred Frank .

There was little :
on the boat for the'foursomethefoursome'

, aa-
Demientieff. DeDemientieffmientieff pushed their boa-
throughthrough the wind , choppy wawa-
ters

wa-
tersters and intermittentin termittent sandsandstormsstormsstorms-
as

s

as they passed sand bars on thethe-
river

thth-
river

e
river .

By the time they got to Tan-TanTan-
ana

Tan-
ana

-.
ana, early ''thethe' next day , thetQe inin-inin-
vitation

in-
vitation

¬-

vitation for a moose meat dinnerdinner-
and

dinner-
andand bed for the night at thethe-
home

the-
homehome of the Hardy Peters familyfamily-
sounded

familfamil-
sounded

y
sounded terrific .

Hensley said one thing he hadhad-
looked

haha-
looked

d
looked forward to on the triptrip-
was

tritri-
was

p
was visiting the campsite of thethe-
Tanana

the-
TananaTanana Survival School , some 1313-
miles

13-
milesmiles downriver from Tanana .

saying"It's"HeHe" (DemientieffDemientiett)) kept saying ,

"It'sIts" ' just around the bend ,"
'grinnedgrinned' Hensley .

"FinallyFinally" the water was soso-
rough

so-
roughrough that we had to comecome-
back

come-
backback , " The sky above them waswas-
gritty

was-
grittygritty , grey and rainyrainrain-

Back
.

Back at Tanana , Hensley andand-
the

and-
thethe rest boarded a topless buggybuggy-
basically

buggy-
basically(basically a Studebaker frameframe-

and
frame-

andand four wheels) owned by TedTed-
Kozernikoff

Ted-
KozernikoffKozernikoff of Tanana and hithit-
the

hit-
thethe campaign trail again . AboutAbout-
aa mile out of the village , the airair-
was

air-
waswas suddenly thick with moths ,

little black and white ones inin-
droves

in-
drovesdroves so thick it was almostalmost-
impossible

almost-
impossibleimpossible to see .

"TurnTurn'Turn"' ' around ," said Carlo ,

a bit unnerved by the barragebarrage-
ofof insectsb1sects . But they kept goinggoing-
anyhow

going-
anyhowanyhow ; mouths shut to avoidavoid-
aa forced moth lunch..

The campaign dayd'ay
'

at TananaTanana-
completed

Tanana-
completedcompleted , Hensley returned to

FairbanksFairbanks in preparation for aa-
fundra.ising

a-
fundraisingI fund-raisingfundraisingfund-ra.isingfundra.isingra.ising-- . .partyparty., in his honorhonolhonor-
the

'
, the next nightnigJlt , ate a late dinnerdinner-

andIIandand .fellfell.fell asleep watchingwatcl ng a horrorhorror-
moviemoviemovie .

! It hadn'thadnt' beenbeen'exactlybeenexactly'-
exactly

e-

xactly'
exactly a typitypi-typi-

cal
typi-

cal

¬-

cal campaigncampa gn day for HensleyHeoslex ,.
but as helie says himself , it'ditdit'sitsit'aita'' hardhard-
to

hard-
toto say therethere.isthereisthere.i-

s
therei-

s.-
is

i-
s

.

. anyny such thing asa'sasa's-

a
'' ,

a typical campaign day , exceptexcept-
that

except-
thatthatquitefilledthey are generally quite1quite '

filled with interviews , travelingtraveling-
and

traveling-
andand meetings with peOpldpeoplepe ple .,peOpldTravelingTraveling andtnd: meeting thethe-
people

the-
peoplepeople is somethingomething HensleyHensley-
really

Hensley-
reallyreally enjoys d6ingdoingd ing , particularly.particularly

.,
particularly-

sincesinceince he recognizes so manymany-
familiar

many-
familiarfamiliar faces . After four ,. yearsyears-

I

years-
inI in the Alaska House and fourfour-
yearsyears in the SenateS mate , he'shes' alreadyalready-
clockedclocked quite a few miles .

"AlaskaAlaska" is like a little town .

t Everywhere I go ,;
' I'dIdI'dmeet'' meet somesome-some-

one
some-

one

¬-

one I know .
"

. . ., There'sTheres' never a totallytotally-
unfamiliarunfamiliar communitycommunit .. You maymay-
travel

may-
traveltravel 1,0001000, miles in a day ,

but it'sits'' a little place (Alaska )
really . The feeling I get is reallyreally-
good

really-
goodgood ," he said . '

Still , there are a lot of probprob--prob-
lems

probl-
ems

¬-

lems he hears about in his travtrav-trav-
els

trav-
els

¬-
els ; "AA" lot of problems peoplepeople-
areare concerned about that oiloil-
andand gas development are notnot-
goinggoing to cure ."

Born andandraisedraised in Kotzebue ,
in Northwestern Alaska ,, HensleyHensley-
isis well aware of the problems ,

economic , social and political ,
that face residents of bush AlasAlas-Alas-
ka

Alas-
ka

¬-
ka today . As aII member of thethe-
State

the-
StateState Senator Committee on LoLo-LoLo-
cal

*.-
cal Government he has traveledtraveled-
ex

traveled-
extensivelyextensivelyex tensively . Two big concernsconcerns-
of

concerns-
ofof Alaska'sAlaskas' rights now are thethe-
destruction

the-
destructiondestruction of the fishing indusindus-indus-
try

indus-
try

¬-
try and heavy Japanese investinvest-invest-
ment

invest-
ment

¬-

ment in Alaskan resources , hehe-
said

he-
saidsaid .

"ThereThere" has to be a new looklook-
at

look-
atat this situation , particularly inin-
view

in-
viewview of thethcl

"

Japanese fishing onon-
the

on-
thethe high seas (off Alaska) ," hehe-
said

he-
saidsaid .

"TheThe" state should take a closeclose-
look

close-
looklook at this situation in view ofof-
future

of-
futurefuture dealings with the JapaJapa-Japa-
nese

Japa-
nese

¬-

nese and any other nation thatthat-
is

that-
isis fishing off thehe North Pacific ,"
he said .

"IfIf" the State DepartmentDepartment-
won't

Department-
won'twon'twont' take a major interest inin-
fis

in-
fishingfishingfis nB , the state should look atat-
it

at-
itit from the view ofofstatestate concon-con-
trolled

con-
trolled

¬-

trolled resources , and tell forfor-for-
eign

¬.-

eign nations 'ifif' if you want thesethese-
resources

these-
resourcesresources , let'slets'' sit down andand-
talk

and-
talktalktalkaboutabout fishing problems ' ,"
Hensley said .

Taking a statewide view ofof-
this

of-
thisthis and other problems facingfacing-
Alaskans

facing-
AlaskansAlaskans , Hensley is also findingfinding-
growing

finding-
growinggrowing statewide support ,
"comingcoming"" from a surprising concon-con-
gJomeration

con-
glomeration

¬-

glomerationgJomeration ," he said .

His supporterssupporteri!, range fromfrom-
people

from-
peoplepeople prominent in Alaska'sAlaskasAlaska's-
labor

Alaska's-
labor

'
labor and business communitycommunity-
toto the villages , liberal and concon-con-
servative

con-
servative

¬-

servative DemocratsDemo rats, and RepubRepub-Repub-
licans

Repub-
licans

¬-

licans , Hensley said .

.
At the village of Noorvik , inin-

Hensley's
in-

Hensley'sHensley'sHensleys' senatorial district ,

NANNANAA Regionaln.egionnegion. l Corp . PresidentPresident-
Robert

President-
RobertRobert Newlin and others oror-oror-
ganized

or-
ganized

¬-
ganizedganizedaa fund-raisingfundraising- barbequebarbeque-
and

barbeque-
andand dance-dancedancethen,;-. then gave Hensley a
$500500$ contribution for hishi ' camcam-cam-
paign

cam-
ai

¬-

paignpai .

"ThisThisThis" is un'heardunheardun'heanfunheanf' of ," saidsaid-
Hensley

said-
HensleyHensley , who added that thethe-
village

the-
villagevillage of KianaKian.a. is now considconsid-consid-
ering

consid-
ering

¬-
ering a similar move . "It'sIts" ' aa-
pretty

a-
prettypretty good trend . IfIfaa few moremore-
villages

more-
villagesvillages did that , I wouldn'twouldntwouldn't-
have

wouldn't-
have

'
have to depend on big concon-con-
tribu

con-
tributors

¬-
tributorstribu tors .

"ItIt" shows some sophistica-sophisticasophistic-
atiqnjoo

sophistic-
ationtoo

-.

tiqnjootjqq.JostjqqJostiontoo.>.,, ..., Usuallylhual.lylhuallyUJuallyUJuallywhen. when.wbenwben. you.fioyoufioyou.goyougoyou.go-
to

. . ._
to aaavillagevillage the people ask "whatwhat"what-
have

"what-
have

"
have you done for me lately ?!'!
ButBllt in Noorvik , they know ,,""
he said .
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