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Land claims or no land claims , Alaska'sAlaskas' Natives feelfeel-
aa deep and long-harboredlongharboredlongharboredresentment- resentment against Whites forfor-
many

for-
manymany of the social ills that plague their culture .

This feeling surfaced like soreness in an old woundwound-
this

wound-
thisthis weekweek

"

ininthe"-
the

t-
he-thethe"-

outspokenoutspoke'-
n

outspoke-
n',

sessionssession's' of the Mintopinto JusticeJustice-
inin the Bush Conference . By tying together the bonds ofof-
m

of-
mutualmutualmmutualtual discontent , the conference could very well

,
bebe-

considered
be-

consideredconsidered a benchmark in Native unification .

The site for the meeting itself was the curtain raiserraiser-
to

raiser-
toto the bigger drama of Native poverty and avowed disdis-dis-
crimination

dis-
crimination

¬-

crimination . Minto , 120 dusty dirt-roaddirtroad- miles from FairFair-Fair-
banks

Fair-
banks

¬-

banks , has no water or sewer system . A fire three weeksweeks-

ago

weeks-

agoago killed a resident before water could be hauled byby-
bucket

by-
bucketbucket brigade .

The conference theme seemed to be that there waswas-
little

was-
littlelittle justice in the bush . After a low-keyedlowkeyed- beginning , thethe-
voices

the-
voicesvoices of 200 Native villagers became a loud hum ofof-
protest

of-
protestprotest against inferior standards of police protection ,

education ,. and legal representationIepresentation .

Like children Falsely accused , rural Natives askedasked-
why

asked-
whywhy they must live at the crushingly poor levels so farfar-
below

far-
belowbelow white standards . Why must they send their childrenchildren-
thousands

children-
thousandsthousands of miles away from home for an education ?

"AA" miserable , lousy boarding home program ," one NativeNative-
woman

Native-
womanwoman called it in an intensely emotional speech ; aa-

program
a-

programprogram that splinters family relationships and culturalcultural-
values

cultural-
valuesvalues .

The Natives protested a spotty system of policepolice-
protection

police-
protectionprotection , .whichwhich. is often infected with cultural bias .

SuchSuc'" discrimination , they said ,, has had regrettable results
- drug use , alcoholismalcoholism'andalcoholismand'andand' delinquencydelinquencyamongamong NativeNative-
children

Native-
childrenchildren . ,

Without much ado , the Native conference drovedrove-
right

drove-
rightright to the heart of a serious and sorely neglected issueissue-
in

issue-
inin the Alaskan outback : Too much cultural shock,4tooshock4tooshockshocktooshocktoo-
soon

,. ., tootoo-
wonsoonwon , too fast , and with too little preparation .

"WeWe" were never asked if we wanted this ," said anan-
Athabascan

an-
AthabascanAthabascan woman . "WeWe" were never asked if we couldcould-
change

could-
changechange our style of living from subsistence to welfare .

We were never asked if we wantedwan ted this kind of educaeduca-educa-
tion

educa-
tion

¬-
.

tion . ItI t was laid upon us . . ."
The accusing finger was pointed at the state for itsits-

failure
its-

failurefailure to provide the same standards for bush and urbanurban-
areas

urban-
areasareas . But the cultural burden fell to the non-NativenonNative- whowho-
has

who-
hashas tried to dominate the Natives by will rather thanthan-
understanding

than-
understandingunderstanding.. It is a sack full of insensitivity that wouldwould-
be

would-
bebe difficult to unload . Perhaps it'sits' time to listen and taketake-
note

take-
notenote . .-

There were indications that the politicians whowho-
showed

who-
showedshowed up to glad-handgladhand- the Natives and win their votesvotes-
did

votes-
diddid not listen well . Reports from the Minto conferenceconference-
show

conference-
showshow that most candidates gave their stock politicalpolitical-
speeches" speechessp eches,. permittedpennitted no questions afterwards and 'stayedstayed'stayed-
just

'stayed-
just

'

just long enough to be reciognizedrecognized . It waswas\waswasindeed\, indeed , a sorrysorry-
statement

sorry-
statementstatement about political concernoncemconcern and sincerity .

,
What did set this conference apart was the conviccotlvie-cotlvieccotlvie-

tion
nvic-nvicnvic-

tion

¬-

tion behindehind the complaints . AsAsaa final move , a committeecommitfeecommittee-
was

commitfee-
waswas established to see that standards are set and somesome-some-
thing

some-
thing

-¬-

thing is done . The ' conference itself resolved to taketake-
"positive

take-
"positive"positivepositive" action " toward better education and greatergreater-
justice

greater-
justicejustice ,;' instead of leaving it to someone , else .

The Minto meeting deserves serious.srrioussrrious. considerafjcnconswerJ1jDDconsideration: ,

forforitit reached a jarring conclusion : The non-NativenonNative- cultureculture-
giveth

culture-
givethgiveth little and taketh away much . It'sIts' a slap in the face ,

, and it may be deserved .


