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yBy BETZI WOODMANWOODMAN-
ANCHORAGE

WOODMAN-
ANCHORAGE

WOODMAN-
ANCHORAGEANCHORAGE -- Five Eskimos from Canada'sCanadasCanada's-

Northwest
Canada's-

Northwest
'

Northwest Territories and their lawyerI lwyer< have completed aa-
IOday

a-
10day10-day10dayIO-dayIO-- swing through Alaska to gain informationinform l< tion to helphelp-
them

help-
themthem in theirland, claimscJ lims< battle .

Headed by Sam RadiRad., Inuvik ,. president of the ComCom-¬-

mittee for Original Peoples EntiEnti-Enti-
tlement

Enti-
tlement

¬-

tlement ( COPE ) , the group inin-inin-
cluded

in-
cluded

¬-

cluded Josiah KadlutsiakKadJutslak , Igloo-IglooIgloo-
lik

Igloo-
lik

Igloo-
lik

-
lik ,. a directordrector, of Inuit Tapirisat ,
a national Eskimoskimo brotherhood ;

Victor Allen , vice president ofof-
COPE

of-
COPECOPE ; Judy Jacobson ,. Tuktoy-TuktoyTuktoy-
aktuk

Tuktoy-
aktuk

Tuktoy-
aktuk

-
aktuk , COPE director ; and JoseJose-
Kusegak

Jose-
KusegakKusegak , Rankin Inlet , also aa-
COPE

a-
COPECOPE director . --.Their lawyer , Peter CummingCumming-
teaches

Cumming-
teachesteaches law at Toronto and isis-

appointed
is-

appointedappointed for the work by thethe-
Canadian

the-
CanadianCanadian national governmentgovernment-
atat Ottawa.. He says that in spitespite-
of

spite-
ofof the seeming lack of progressprogress-
inin landlandclaimsclaims settlement for thethe-
Eskimos

the-
EskimosEskimos, the Canadian governgovern-govern-
ment

govern-
ment

¬-

ment is "mostmost" progressive " inin-
providing

in-
proidingprovidingproiding

*"' finances for groupsgroups-
and

groups-
andand their members to prepareprepare-
their

prepare-
theirtheirtheirVtheirproposal

V
proposal on the subject..

The recentrecent triptripwaswas paid for byby-
the

by-
thethe government..

In Anchorage the CanadiansCanadians-
had. had intensive briefing sessionssessions-
with

sessions-
withwith leaders of the Alaska FedFed-Fed-
eration

Fed-FedFed-
eration

¬-

eration of Natives , Alaska NativeNative-
Foundation

Native-
FoundationPlanningCommissionFoundation , Land Use Planning
Commission ,. the Community
EnterpriseCommunityEnterpriseDevelopment ComCom-¬.-

mission and RurAL CAP . TheyThey-
also

They-
alsoalso went to Barrow and BethelBethel-
tolo10to observe and learn..

They were particularly intermterinter-inter-
ested

¬.-

ested in how thet he Regional CorCor-Cor-
porations

Cor-
porations

¬-

porations were formed and theirtheir-
boundaries

their-
boundariesboundaries and also the methodmethod-
of

method-
ofof land selection under the SetSet-SetSet-
lIement

Set-
tlement

¬-

tlementlIement Act.. They were sursur-sur-
prised

sur-
prised

¬-
prised at the separatencssseparateness of thethe-
land

the-
landland areas and the problemsproblems-
which

problems-
whichwhich were provoked by formaforma-forma-
tion

forma-
tion

¬-

tion of the corporations .

AlthoughAltho gh there are many siSI-SIS-
Imilarities

si-
milarities

¬-
milarities between the situationsituation-
of

situation-
ofof the Canadian Eskimos nownow-
and

now-
andand the Alaskan .NativesNatives. at thethe-
start

the-
startstart of their land claimslaims battlebailie ,.

there are also some distinctdistmct difdif-dif-
ferences

dif-
ferences

¬-

ferences . .

The 1,253,43812534381,253,438square, , square milesmiles-
of

miles-
ofof NWT is more than twice thethe-
size

the-
sizesize of Alaska . Total estimatedestimated-
population

estimated-
populationpopulation today is 45,0004500045,000of, ofof-
which

of-
whichwhich some 30,0003000030,000are, are Natives ,

primarily in NWT , Eskimos . AlAIAl-AlAl-
though

¬.-
thoughthoughonlyonly about half the numnum-num-
ber

num-numnum-
ber

¬-
ber ofofresidentresident Natives in Alaska ,

the Native population there rep-reprep-
Continued

rep-
Continued

rep-
continued

-
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resents 66 per cent of thehe totaltotal-
people

total-
peoplepeople.

At present COPE hash\shs:\ almostalmotalmost-
entirely

$ ,

entirely EskirhoEskimo. membership andand-
represents

and-
representsrepresents their interest '; in landland-
claims

land-
claimsclaims . The Indian ' peoples ofof-
Canada

of-
CanadaCanada have lived under stat-statstat-
utes

stat-
utes

-.

,1Jtes1Jtes, utes and 'treatiestreaties"treaties'" dealingdcalng( withwith-
aboriginal

with-
aboriginalaboriginal rights .

'

There is much discussiondiscusiondiscu §sion toto-toto-
day

to-
day

¬-

day 6nbn whether certain of thesethese-
treaties

these-
treatiestreaties covering lands-landslandsin-- in NWTNWT-
were

NWT-
were

.
were "peacepeace" treaties "' QrOr<> r thosethose-
which

those-
whichwhich cededced d Indian{ ndian land to thethe-
government

the-
governmentgovernment.. These treaties covercover-
only

cover-
onlyonly a limited numbernumbetnumbernumbetofnumberofof thethe-
Indians

the-
IndiansIndians living in the North .

There are several thousandthousand-
others

thousand-
othersothers , who , because of the manman-man-
ner

man-
ner

¬-

ner in which the treaties wereWer-
ehandled

were-
handledhandled , have not signed anyany-
treaty

any-
treatytreaty with the Canadian govgov-gov-
ernment

gov-
ernment

¬-

ernment.. But the two 'NativeNative'Native-
groups

', Native-
groupsgroups work on their problemsproblems-
independently

problems-
independentlyindependently , notnqt as a ' federafedera-federa-
tion

federa-
tion

¬-
tion as in Alaska .

The Inuits , however , were notnot-
interest

not-
interestedinterestedinterest d in the earlier treatytreaty-
efforts

treaty-
effortsefforts and have never signedsigned-
any

signed-
anyany suclragreementssuch-agreementssuchagreements-- . Only a halfhalf-
dozen

half-
dozendozen years ago , it appeared thatthat-
these

that-
thesethese Native peoples would havehave-

no
have-

nono opportunity to negotiate onon-
their

on-
theirtheir aboriginal rights,.

Now , however ,., with the asas-asas-
sistances

as-
sistances

¬-

sistances by the federal governgovern-govern-

meft
govern-

ment
¬-

mentmeft! , the Northern Native peopeo-peo-
ple

peo-
ple

¬-

ple have begun to produce subsub-sub-
stantial

sub-
stantial

¬-

stantial legal material in supportsupport-
of

support-
ofof their claims for the recognirecogni-recogni-
tion

recogni-
tion

¬-

tion and compensation of theirtheir-
aboriginal

their-
aboriginalaboriginal rights .

An Indian Claims CommisCommis-Commis-
sioner

Commis-
sioner

¬-

sioner has been appointed toto-
assist

to-
assistassist in the valuation of thesethese-
claims

these-
claimsclaims .

The Canadian governmentgovernment-
hashas emphasized its desire to seekseek-
aa settlement of all land claimsclaims-
through

claims-
throughthrough negotiation , rather thanthan-
through

than-
throughthrough the judicial process .

The government is now awaitawait-await-
ing

await-
ing

¬-

ing the presentation of specificspecific-
demands

specific-
demandsdemands for, compensation fromfrom-
the

from-
thethe Native associations . It is toto-
gather

to-
gathergather information to help inin-
these

in-
thesethese proposals to the governgovern-govern-

ment
govern-

ment

¬-

ment that the NWT group visitedvisited-
Alaska

visited-
AlaskaAlaska .

GummingCumming points out the parapara-para-
dox

para-
dox

¬-

dox of their position . "OnOn" thethe-

one
the-

oneone hand the government is rere-rere-
sponsible

re-
sponsible

¬-

sponsible for Native rights . OnOn-
the

On-
thethe other hand , it takes the landland-
for

land-
forfor its development with no legallega-
lconstraints

lega-
lconstraintsconstraints on the government..

"ThereThere" is no excuse ," he concon-concon-

tinues
on-onon-

tinues
¬-

tinues , "forfor" not having a land((land)
freeze . We do not have the rere-rere-
spect

re-
spect

¬-

spect that Alaska got under thethe-
freeze

the-
freezefreeze , our rights are igrtoredignored.
While nothing is done , they keepkeep-
talking

keep-
talkingtalking , another five years withwith-with-
out

with-
out

¬-

out a settlement and there willwill-
be

will-
bebe nothingnotl ng much left to settle !"

(Last year there was a "temtem"tem-"tem-
porary

"tem-
porary

" ¬-

porary land freeze "" in certaincertain-
areas

certain-
areasareas covered by two treaties-treatiestreaties-
numbers

treaties-
numbers

treaties-
numbers

-
numbers 8 and 111111..

The Supreme Court of thethe-
Northwest

the-
NorthwestNorthwest Territories has ruledruled-
that

ruled-
thatthat there is "sufficientsufficient" evidenceevidence-
of

evidence-
ofof legitimate Native interest inin-
the

in-
thethe land to justify the filingf ing ofof-
the

of-
thethe caveat.. "

This last is a declaration ofof-
legal

of-
legallegal interest in the land and ifif-
accepted

if-
acceptedaccepted Would prevent lands inin-
question

in-
questionquestion from changing handshands-
oror being developed without priorprior-
consideration

prior-
considerationconsideration of interest in themthem-
by

them-
byby the Indian Brotherhood ofof-
th

of-
thetheth NWT . The federal governgovern-govern-
ment

govern-
ment

¬-
,

ment is appealing the decision . )

The CanadiansCa adians , says JohnJowlohrJow-
Shively

lohr-
ShivelyShively of AFN , do havehav opop-opop-
portunities

op-
portunities

¬-

portunities the Alaskans do notnot-
have

not-
havehave . Chief among these is abab-abab-
sence

ab-
sence

¬-

sence of large cities in NWT soso-
that

so-
thatthat land is not already takentaken-
by

taken-
byby the urban areas . Also , thethe-
proportionproportionroportion of Natives in NVYTNwrNWT isis-

higher
is-

higherhigher .

Shively also emphasizedemphas zed thethe-
importance

the-
importanceimportance of communicationscommunications-
w

communications-
withwithw h the villagesviHages ("settlementssettlements" ,

,"
the Canadians say ). He acknowacknow-acknow-
ledges

acknow-
ledges

¬-

ledges that it was difficult to inin-inin-
terpret

in-
terpret

¬-

terpret the concept of the landland-
claims

land-
claimsclaims .

And althoughltho 'ghgh
'

manymdnymany problemsproblemproblems-
havehave arisen bedausebecause of the uniqueunique-
nature

unique-
naturenature of the RegionalRegi nal CorporaCorpora-Corpora-
tions

Corpora-
tions

¬-
tions and what is expectedekpected bfofof-
them

bf-
themthem under theOw Settlement Act ,

ththerere are still long-terrrtlongterrrtlong-termtermtong-ternitongterni-- advanadvan-advan-

tages

advan-

tages

¬-

tages for the Alaskan1ilaskan, NativeNativNativgNativg-
people

,

people.

There havebave beenbeen"no-"no"nono-' "nono" dramadrama-drama-
tic

drama-
tic

¬-

tic change'schanges' in Native lifestylelifestyllifestyle-
sincesince the , Settlement ,

"'. ShivelyShively-
agrees

Shively-
agreesagrees , but in answer to thethe-
questiQf

the-
questionquestionquestiQf\questiQfquestiQf"What's\, , "What'sWhats"" ' the .advanadvanadvan-. advan-
tage

advan-
tage

¬-

tage ," heh "

says , 'WeWe"We'""' must looklook-
to

look-
toto the future ,

"
Positive aspectsaspe ts otof the SetSet-SetSet-

tlement
¬.-

tlement ,Shively toldtQld the visitorsvis ! t rs ,"
include : !:

- Village leadershiple dership is changd1angchang-chang-
ing

¬-,
ing to deal with issues

- NativesfativesDatives'! Will know whatwhat-
they

what-
theythey own , they can keep othersothers-
off

others-
offoff and manage their lands withwith-with-
in

with-
in

¬-

in two years ,

- Regional Corporation capicapi.1capi1capi-1capi1capi.1-

tal

capi1-
tal

¬.-
tal can begin to develop opporoppor-
tunities

¬. '

tunities which ' can better thethe-
standard

\

standardstandardofof livinglivlivingg of the people ,

if they wish.
*

\- If there is much oil andand-
mineral

and-
mineralmineral discovery , there will bebe-
changes

be-
changeschanges with just money intointo-
the

into-
thethe corporation .

- There arean:. other optionsoptions-
under

options-
underunder which Native may acquireacquire-
more

acquire-
moremore land .,

A major consideration beforebefore-
the

before-
thethe government of Canada andand-
the

and-
thethe people of NWT is the propro-propro-
posed

pro-
posed

¬-
posed Arctic Gas Pipeline ._ "ArcArc"Arc-"Arc-
tic

"Arc-
tic

" ¬-

tic Gas, wants a pipeline ," saidsaid-
one

said-
oneone of the visitors . "WithoutWithout" aa-
land

a-
landland claims settlement , the peopeo-peopeo-
ple

peo-
ple

¬-

ple are not prepared to go alongalong-
with

along-
withwith the pipeline .

"UpUp" to now it has been a matmat-matmat-
ter

¬.-
ter between the federal governgovern-govern-
ment

govern-
ment

¬-
ment and the industry . But inin-inin-
dustry

in-
dustry

¬-
dustry in Canada

'-reaIi
r-eaIi'-realizes
r-

ealizes'realizeses thatthat-
the

that-
thethe government might supportsupport-
the

support-
thethe people against the line: ifif-
there

if-
therethere is no settlement ., And, ifif-
the

if-
thethe line is forced , there will cercer-cercer-
tainly

cer-
tainly

¬-

tainly be1:>e 'socialsocial' instability . ' ".
Arctic Gas believes it wouldwould-

be
would-

bebe a disadvantage to all CanaCana-Cana-
dians

Cana-
dians

¬-

dians , including the Natives , tfifif-
failure

if-
failurefailure to settle the claims inin-
"timely

in-
"timely"timelytimely" fashion" were to jeopjeop-jeop-
ardize

jeop-
ardize

¬-

ardize development of the natnat-natnat-
ural

nat-
ural

¬-

ural gas resources in NorthernNorthern-
C

Northern-
CanadaCanadaCJ1ada..

"WithWith" careful planning ," sayssays-
aa spokesman , "itit" would provideprovide-
job

provide-
jobjob opportunities and otherother-
benefits

other-
benefitsbenefits of a viable wage econecon-econ-
omy

econ-
omy

¬-

omy which many northern NaNa-NaNa-
tive

Na-
tive

¬-
tive persons seek without imim-imim-

pairing
im-

pairing
¬-

pairing the livelihood of thosethose-
who

those-
whowho prefer to hunt and trap . . .

It is clear that unnecessary andand-
eJcessive

and-
excessiveexcessiveeJcessive{ delays in commencingcommencing-
negotiations

commencing-
negotiationsnegotiations (for settlement ) willwill-
only

will-
onlyonly serve to retard these ecoeco-eco-
nomic

eco-
nomic

¬-

nomic benefitsbene f ts.

"NowNow" that the concept ofof-
aboriginal

of-
aboriginalaboriginal rights, has been recrec-recrec-
ognized

¬.-
ognized , Arctic Gas continues toto-
urge

to-
urgeurge that these negotiations bebe-
undertaken

be-
undertakenundertaken soon , but withoutwithout-
prejudice

without-
prejudiceprejudice to the claims , in orderorder-
that

order-
thatthat fair and equitable settlesettle-settle-
ments

settle-
ments

¬-

ments be achieved ."
Sam Radi sayssa.ys. the settlesettle-settle-

ments
settle-

ments
¬-

ments in his region are pushingpushing-
for

pushing-
forfor negotiations to get underunder-
way

under-
wayway - especially Sachs HarborHarbor-
and

Harbor-
andand Tuktoyaktuk .

'They'reTheyre"They're'" ' screaming at me ,"
he says , "andand" when they scream ,

then I'llIll'' have to start screaming ."
Now nearly blind , RadjRadi findsfinds-

that
finds-

thatthat the more he gets into thethe-
work.of

the-
work.ofCOPEwork.of-COPEwork.ofCOPEwork.ofworkofCOPEwork.ofworkof. -. OPE , the ,. harder it bebe-bebe-
comes

be-
comes

¬-

comes and the moremore interesting .
A land use and occupancy studystudy-
for

study-
forfor the Western Arctic has beenbeen-
completed

been-
completedcompleted , he reports - thethe-
main

the-
mainmain research for the landland-
claims

land-
claimsclaims . "NextNext" step will be thethe-
negotiations

the-
negotiationsnegotiations .

"
This trip has been most inin-inin-

teresting
in-

teresting
¬-

teresting , RadfRadRadi says . "TheThe" mostmost-
striking

most-
strikingstriking thing'thing

'

to us had beenbeen-
the

been-
thethe Regional Corporations . II-
was

I-
waswas surprised to learn it was notnot-
the

not-
thethe best thing , so now I willwill-
study

will-
studystudy why it is not so goodgood-goodgood-

Radi

?:-":"'
Radi visits the settlements inin-

his

in-

hishis big country to discuss probprob-¬-

lems and to learn the thinkingthinking-
ofof the people . The Sachs HarHar-Har-

bor
Har-

bor
¬-

bor people , he says , are expertexpert-
trappers

expert-
trapperstrappers and very independent..

Now they are becomingbecomingmoremoremore-
powerful

more-
powerfulpowerful and able to expressexpress-
themselves

express-
themselvesthemselves .

"TheyThey" can resist the pressurespressures-

of
pressures-

ofof the oil companies who wantwanwant-
to

tt-
toto do seismic work there inin-
summer

in-
summersummer ..".

There'There,' are two Indian settle-settlesettle-
ments

settle-
ments

settle-
ments

-

, ments along the,. seven
,
which areare-

members
are-

membersmembers ., of COPE which RadiRadi-
serves

Radi-
serves

.'
serves - Fort McPherson andand-
Arctic. Arctic Red . Although he sayssays-

the
says-

thethe Indians and EskimosEsk.imos.
, areare-

"two
are-

"two"twotwo" different peoples ,,"" thethe-
two

the-
twotwo communities in his areaarea-

"work
area-

"work"workwork" closely " with us allaIL.

. Now aware of the federatedfederated-
nature

federated-
naturenature of Alaskan groupsgroupsandandand-
the

and-
thethe importance of holding popo-popo-
litical

po-
litical

¬-

litical office to be effective inin-
their

in-
theirtheir governmentgove.mplentgovemplent. , Radi is goinggoing-
bac

going-

backbackbac Joto his region with somesome-
new

',

new approaches to their probprob-prob-
lems

¬.-

lems - particularly the landland-
claims

land-
claimsclaims .


