Dept. Says SCI Has No Authquty

JUNEAU - A recently or-
ganized “She!lﬁsh Conservation

Insmute has no authonty to es-
tablish or - change commercnal

"‘regulations,”

shellfish reguiatlons and all state
Jaws and regulations will be en-
oiced; Jame$ W. Brooks, com-
missioner of the Department of
Fish and Game, said recently.
“We .have 'leamed that a few
members of the fishing industry
have formed a ‘Shellfish Conser-
vation Institute’ and that this
organization has attempted to
promulgate  so-called shellfish
Brooks said.
“Fishermen are reminded that
the: Départment of Fish dnd

. Game' is the agency responsible,

for the management of Alaska s
fish and gamc resources,” - he
addcd ;

‘Brooks said’ that neitler the
"Shellﬁsh Conservation’ - Insti-
tute’’ nor any similar associates
of pnvatc citizens is govern-
mental agency ‘and their recom-
mendations or so-called "regula-
tions™ are not bmdmg upon any-
one.

Brooks “said thal neither: lhe
“Shellfish Conservation Insti-
tute”: nor any. similar associa-
tion of private citizens is a gov-

.ernmental agency and their rec-

ommendations or so-called *‘reg-
ulations” are not binding upon
anyone. :

*Any claims by groups of-
private citizens that they 'have
either the authorization or the
capability -to issue mandatory
regulations should be disregard-
ed by the fishing fratemny,
Brooks said.

He added that the Depart-
ment . of Fish and Game wel-
comes - information from- any
concerned private citizen or
groups of citizens. on matters
pertaining to fish and game but
noted that only the Board of
Fish and Game or the commis-
sioner has the authority to es-
tablish regulations.

“As in the past, anyone vio-
lating . the laws or regulations .
administered by the Alaska De-
partment of Fish and Game is
liable to prosecution to the full
extent of the law and may re-
ceive the criminal penalties es-
tablished for such violations,”
Brooks said.



