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( sprintedReprinted from Tundra TimiTimesTimes-
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Times-
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.

i
, October 2121,1963)21196321,1963)-

By

,. ., 1963)1963)

;
By rtoWARDHOWARDHOW RD ROCKROCK-

Times\\ Times EditorEditor-
TheEditorTheTheThe great storm thatthatstag-stag-stagstag--,. stag-

gered
stag-

gere
stag-

gered
-

'. geredgere Barrow on October 3 ,

happenedh ppened so suddenlysu denly that eveneveven-
the

nn-
thethethe weather bureau did not hayehavehavehave-
an

have-
anan idea, that it was comingcoming .

ThereTThereTherewaser wasas no warningwarring ,;, ' .whichwhich.
'

meant , the peoplepe pJe of BarrowBBarrow-
had

rrowrrow-
hadhad to do some quick ,, thinkingthinking-

'to"toto'to"' saves ve themselves during thethe-
onslaught

the-
onslaughtonslaught.. This ' they diddid-
ama4ngly

did-
amazinglyarriaznglyama4nglyamazinglyama4nglywellamazinglywell| well.. '

Nq lives were lost in thethe-
savage

the-
savagesavage winter storm that lashedlashed-
the

lashed-
thethe town with huge waves drivendriven-
by

driven-
by

,

by a 80-mile80mileSO-mileSO- wind ., Huge '

chunks of seas a iceie<: were hurledhurled-
ashor

hurled-
ashoreashoreashorashoreashoreand, and they swirled aroundaround-
among

around-
amongamong the houses as the stormstorm-
Ooodect

storm-
floodedfloodedOoodect the town{own .

'

The; wind hit a pile ofofsluofsheetsheetslusheet-
metal

etet-
metalmetal 'andand': they took off likelike-

kites
like-

kiteskites . 'OneOne' One of them slammedslammslammedslammed-
into

dd-

intointo Lawrence Ahmouak andand-
knockedknocked him unconscious .

Luckily , the metal hitl t himhim-
apparenpy

him-

apparentlyapparentlyapparenpy with its surface . HeHe-
was

He-
waswas the only casualty amongamong-
some

among-
somesome 1,3501350, people living inin-
Barrow

in-
BarrowBarrow . AAsmallsmall percentage ofof-
this

of-
thisthis number represent whitewhite-
people

white-
peoplepeople .

Houses , FloatFloat-
Planes

Float-
PlanesPlanes Took OffOff-

Houses
Off-

Houses
Off-

HousesHouses were ' freed of theirtheir-
foundations

their-
foundationsfoundations by heavy waves andand-
they

and-
theythey floatedfloatedaroundaround in thethe-
streets

the-
streetsstreets . Two of them crashedcrashed-
into

crashed-
intointo the guy wires ofofaa 200200-
foot

200-
footfoot radio tower and it fell toto-
the

to-
thethe ground .

Four lightUght planesplahes that werewere-
parked

were-
parkedparkedparkednearnear the village took offoff-
when

off-
whenwhen the sudden gale hit them .

Two of them are not accountedaccounted-
for

accounted-
forfor and no one knew how farfar-
or

far-
oror wherewh e they had gone .

Fuel LostLost-
The

Lost-
The

Lost-
TheThe most serious loss BarrowBarrow-

suffered
Barrow-

sufferedsufferedsufferedwaswas the loss of fuel oil..
About 1,0001000, barrelsbaqels were-werewerelostwere-lostwerelostwerelost-
when

-. lostlost-
whenwhen the waves crashed intoininto-
piles

toto-
pilespiles of drums and scatteredscattered-
them

scattered-
themthem helter skelter . Some ofof-
them

of-
themthem washed out to sea . TheThe-
Native

The-
NativeNative Store alone lost about

700 barrels .

Huge oil tanks were rupturedruptured-
by

ruptured-
byby the force of the waves andand-
they

and-
theythey spewed their contentscon tents intoininto-
the

toto-
thethe streets and into a freshfresh-
water

fresh-
waterwater lake used by Barrow forfor-
water

for-
waterwater..

When the storm abated , about
200 Eskimos were left homeless .

Except for three families that

'
were housed in a qhurchihurchchurch; , all ofon.

,'

,. the storm victims were quicklyqUickly-
taken

quickly-
taken

,

taken 'jnjn'jn by relatives and friendsfrifriendsnds.

ItI t was amazing ,
and miramira-mira-

culous
mira-miramira-

culous
¬-

culous that no lives were lost inin-
a

in-
aa storm of that magnitude atat-
Barrow

at-
BarrowBarrow., It b'fbfb'to'ubtoulirought'' ought' ht to mind thethe-
fact

the-
fact,, fact the Eskimos have long facedfaced-
ina

faced-
manymanyinamanyy and terrible dangers duringduring-
the

during-
thethethethespanspan of timeintime.intime .in their survivalsurvival-
inin the-thetheArctictlie'AtlieA-.'Arcticrctic .

'
,

t'' Second NatureNature-
Durjng

Nature-
During

Nature-
DuringDurjngDuringDuring the ages past , survivalsurvival-

inin the north ' was the first orderorder-
of

order-
ofof the day with the Eskimos.

TheTh constant pressurepressurpressurepressureonon survivalurvivatsurvival-
had

urvivat-
hadhad gone on for so long that itit-
s

it-
seemedseemeds emed to have become a secondsecond-
natur

second-
naturdnaturenaturnaturd to the people of thethe-
Arctic

the-
ArcticArcticsharpenedtheir. Time had sharpened;
their sensessenses to cope with dangersdangers-
with

dangers-
withwith a 'rarerare'

,
rate gift of presence ,. ofof-

mind
of-

mindmind under difficult pressures ofof-
stress

of-
stressstress . .,

This .WasWas. the first requirementrequirement-
toto meet the many dangers thethe-
Arctic

the-
ArcticArctic presented . These dangersdangers-
represented

dangers-
representedrepresented the Arctic'sArctics' treachtreach-treach-
ery

treach-
ery

¬-

ery ,. the unexpected , the lurkinglurking-
and

lurking-
andand the sudden . With highlyhighly-
developed

highly-
developeddeveloped sensesetle$ of perception ,

they'they'' learnedlearI'ledlearIled' to recognize themthem-
with

them-
withwith knowledge they had painpain-pain-
fully

pain-
fully

¬-

fully gained through the ages .

Panic DangerousDangerous-
TheThe main tool >, ofofcomofcomjcombatcomjatcomcomj atat-

against
at-

againstagainst the Arctic dangersdangersseedangersseemneddangersseemned-
to

seemednedned-
toto have been the difficult manman-man-
ner

man-
ner

¬-

ner of meeting them withoutwithout-
panic

without-
panicpanic . They had found outout-
long

out-
longlong ago that to panic was aa-
dangerous

a-
dangerousdangerous thing . Panic was aa-
oondition

a-
conditionconditionoondition where the victim lostlost-
his

lost-
hishis reasoningrejlsoningre Boning and that was whenwhen-
he

when-
hehe becameb came,

a prime target forfor-
disaster

for-
disasterdisaster to overtake him.. InIn-
the

In-
thethe Arctic , to allow panic toto-
overcome

to-
overcomeovercome one was asking forfor-
disaster

for-
disasterdisaster . The north country gavegave-
no

gave-
nono quarter once it saw anan-

opening
an-

openingopening .

Unnecessary ChancesChances-
Another

Chances-
Another

Chances-
AnotherAnother important aid toto-

survival
to-

survivalsurvival was the importance ofof-
not

of-
notnot taking unnecessary chances .

In the village of Point Hope ,

this was frowned upon by villagellagevvillage-

elders
llage-

elderselders who , as their ancestors diddid-
before

did-
beforebefore them , saw itWas'asas'

a definitedefinite-
threat

definite-
threatthreat to life and limb. Hunters ,
especially younger ones ,, werewere-
constantly

were-
constantlyconstantly reminded not toto-
over

to-
overextendover-extendoverextendoverextendover - xtend their daring.

Strange TragedyTragedy-
The

Tragedy-
The

Tragedy-
TheThe advice of theth elders diddid-

not
did-

notnot always succeed as will bebe-
.shown

be-
.shownshown.shown. in the following example -.

a strangetrange and unexplainedun xplained inin-inin-
cident

in-
cident

¬-

cident that happened at Point

Hope in northwestern Alaska ,

130 miles within the ArcticArctic-
Circle

Arctic-
CircleCircle . , .

In the memory of this writerwriter-
was

writer-
waswas a first cousin , TimothyTimothy-
Oomittllk

Timothy-
OomittukOomittukOomittllk and another man .

James Nashookpuk , who sharedshared-
inin the bazaar tragedy ., BothBoth-
men

both-
menmen had notoriousnotorious reputationsreputations-
ofof taking unnecessary chanceschanc s.

Timothy was not an easyeaseasyman)' manman-
to

man-
toto figure out.. Why he went toto-
the

to-
thethe extent of taking dangerousdangerous-
risks

dangerous-
risksrisks was not known . He apap-apap-
parently

ap-
Iiarently

¬-

parentlyIiarently did not fear for his life ,
He seemed bent to test his daringdaring-
against

daring-
againstagainst thethe'variedthevaried'-varied

v-

aried' varied pitfalls ofoftheofthe-
Arctic

.thethe.the-

Arctic
.,.

Arctic . HeBe1-le1le- apparentlyapparen t1y tooktook-
strange

took-
strangestrange delight in cheating it , butbut-
in

but-
inin the longl ng runrur. he came outout-
second

out-
secondsecond bestbe t.., |

Fine1FineManMan-
Timothy

Man-
Timothy

1
}

Timothy Oomittuk hadhadaa perper-per-

sonality
per-

sonality
¬-

sonality that was contagious . HeHe-
was

He-
waswas liked by everyone in thethe-
village

the-
villagevillage . If he had any sadness inin-
his

in-
hishis life he didn'tdidnt' show itit.. To bebe-
around

be-
aroundaround him,

was to have-havehaveahave.a-. a greatgreat-
time. time and to laugh ., His homehome-
life

home-
lifelife seemed happy with a finefine-
looking

fine-
lookinglooking wife and four children .

His elders, who had learne'dlearnedlearne"dlearne"d-
to

learned-
to

'"

to take a great liking for him ,

gave him paternal advice not toto-
take

to-
taketake unnecessary risks . He tooktook-
these

took-
thesethese with smiles and light-lightlight-

heartedness
-.

heartedness .

Carried Out to SeaSea-
One

Sea-
One

Sea-
OneOne day , he was Carriedarriedarriedoutcarriedoutoutout-

to
out-

toto sea . He crossed the widewide-
lead

wide-
leadlead by using a cake of ice as aa-
raft

a-
raftraft using his icepickicepickrodrodrodasas aa-
paddle

a-
paddlepaddle . A few years later , hehe-
was

he-
waswas again carried out but hadhad-
to

had-
toto use every strength he had toto-
get

to-
getget back .

A quite strong breeze hadhad-

come
had-

comecome up and he paddled his iceice-
raft

ice-
raftraft on an angle to the wind andand-
finally

and-
finallyfinally made it in what seemedseemed-
anan eternity .

InsurableInsurable-
The

Insurable-
The

Insurable-
TheThe two near tragedies apap-apap-

parently
ap-

parently
¬-

parently did not cure him . WhenWhen-
he

When-
hehe was reminded of them hehe-
laughed

he-
laughedlaughed them off . He continuedcontinued-

'to
continued-

to'toto'

to hunt in his usual manner..
Such apparent unconcern led hishis-
leaders

his-
leaderstoleadersleaders-leaderstoleaders-toleadersto->- to say sadly , "ThereThere" willwill-
come

will-
comecome a daydaywhenwhen Timothy willwill-
not

will-
notnot return ."

Out on the ice one day , inin-
the

in-
thethe presence of another hunterhUBter .
Timothy Oomittuk noticed aa-
likely

a-
likelylikely spot to hunt and he said ,
"II" want to get over there andand-
see

and-
seesee . There might.,. be some seals

there . " .

"It'sIts" ' too dangerousdange'rodangero' s . YouYou-
shouldn't

You-
shouldn'tshouldn'tshouldnt' try it. Th'eliceTheliceTHe' liceice is tootoo-
thin

too-
thinthin ," said his companioncompanibn .

.''

Timothy smiled anilanllantianllsteppedsteppedstepped-
oJ

stepped-
orronoJ\oJorroJthe\' the ice . The distancedis\ancedisancedistance\ bebe-bebe-
tween

¬.-

tween firm and solid ice waswas-

around
was-

aroundaround 75 yards : He crossed itit-
andandnd went beyond for some timetime-
but

time-
butbut didn'tdidnt' get anythinganythin . To getget-
back

get-
backback , helie had to cross Jhethe!he samesamsame-
thinthin ice . Each step caiiscdcadsedcaused it toto-
undulate

to-
undulateundulate under his' weightweigj1t.. WithWith-
apparent

With-
apparentapparent .elationelation., he saiftSaisail? , "ThatThat"That-
was

"
,. was excitingexcitingf?!"

Brash ManMan-
James

1I1-

James

I-

JamesJames Nashookpuk waswitswtes a manman-
of

man-
ofof different personality thanthan-
Timothy

than-
TimothyTimothy Oomittuk.. He waswas-
heavily

was-
heavilyheavily built man anda'nd'

waswas-
known

was-
knownknown as one of the strongestsstrongest-
men

rongestrongest-
menmen in the village . HeHewswisw4s brashbrash-
toto(00( the point of being a braggartbaggartbraggart..

He was one of the rarerate s\;
,
indiviindivi-indivi-

duals
¬.-

duals who openly antagonizedantagQnizedantagQnized-

his
antagonized-

hishis elders . HeIle thought !? thosethose-
who

those-
whowho gave advice were cowardlycowardly-
and

cowardly-
andand meek . When he hunted hehe-
broke

he-
brokebroke every safety rule of'ofbf' hishis-

people
his-

peoplepeople .,

One cold day while hunting ,

hehhd) fell through thin ice. ,andand-
managed

and-
managedmanaged to get out on solidsolid-
ice

solid-
iceice . He made a dash to thethe-
village

the-
villagevillage , his clothes frozen andand-
his

and-
hishis limbs were on the point ofof-
freezing

of-
freezingfreezing when he arrivedarrhed . A manman-
of

man-
ofof lesser strength would not havehave-
made

have-
mademade itit.. In telling about it laterlater-
he

later-
hehe guffawed as he did so .

Gainful ReturnsReturns-
Because

Returns-
BecauseBecause of their daringdariog , thethe-

two
the-

twotwo hunters were better thanthan-
average

than-
averageaverage . They took many seals ,

oogruks , belugas , walrus , cariboucaribou-
and

caribou-
andand many polar bears. TheyThey-
were

They-
werewere hunting all the time .

InclementIndement weather did not stopstop-
them

stop-
themthem . When hunters stayedstayed-
home

stayed-
homehome because of adverse concon-concon-
ditions

con-
ditions

¬-

ditions , they were out roamingroaming-
the

roaming-
thethe ice .

The FatalFa tal DayDay-
One

Day-
OneOne day in the latter part ofof-

November
of-

NovemberNovember , the two men wentwent-
hunting

went-
huntinghunting . Each went in a difdif-dif-
ferent

dif-
ferent

¬-

ferent direction . The daydaywaswaswas-
anything

was-
anythinganything but perfect.. There waswas-
aa stiff breeze blowing fromfrom-
southeast

from-
southeastsoutheast and a steady snow-fallsnowfallsnow-faJlfaJlsnowfaJl-
was

snowfall-
was

--
was coming down . The sky waswas-

gray
was-

graygray and forbidding .

According to Helen and'BndBnd'Bnd-

Chester
and-

Chester 'Chester Seveck of Point HopiHop',

and Kotzebue , the great fieldsfields-
of

fields-
ofof ice were in the process ofof-
forming

of-
formingforming a solid shield aroundaround-
the

around-
thethe land . Cleavage , or leadlead-
lines

lead-
lineslines , were not yet permanentlypermanently-
setset.. That meant no one knewknew-
just

knew-
justjust where a lead might open .

ItI t meant also that there werewere-
many

were-
manymany patches of open waterwater-
that

water-
thatthat froze or in the process ofof-
freezing

of-
freezingfreezing in the lowering temtem-tem-
peratures

tem-
peratures

¬-

peratures .

"TheyThey" went hunting in twotwo-
different

two-
differentdifferent directions and atat-
different

at-
differentdifferent times . Some peoplepeople-
wonder

people-
wonderwonder whether they met outout-
there

out-
thereonthere-therethereonthere-onthereon-. on the ice but that doesn'tdoesntdoesn't-
seem

doesn't-
seem

'

seem likely ," said Helen andand-
Chester

and-
ChesterChester .

No TraceTrace-
When

Trace-
When

Trace-
WhenWhen evening came , TimothyTimothy-

Oomittuk
Timothy-

OomittukOomittuk and James NashookNashook-Nashook-
puk

Nashook-
puk

¬-

puk failed to return . Early thethe-
next

the-
nextnext day , the hunters of thethe-
village

the-
villagevillage went out to look forfor-
them

for-
themthem.. They fannedfannedoutout in allall-
directions'lpoking

all-

directionsdirectionsdirections'lpokingdirectionslpoking
'

looking for tracks butbut-
the

but-
thethe snow hadhadcovered-coveredcovered-.- themthem-
wherever

them-
whereverwherever they were . When eacheach-
of

each-
ofof the hunters came home thatthat-
evening

that-
eveningevening , they had not seen anyany-
sign

any-
signsign of the missing men. TheyThey-
had

They-
hadhad disappeared without a !tracerace .

It was,
was presumed that each of ,

the men may have attempted toto-
cross

to-
crosscross over thin ice to makemake-
shortcuts

make-
shortcutsshortcuts aridand had fallen through .

The Arctic had claimed two menmen-
of

men-
ofof different personalities butbut-
who

but-
whowho hadhadoneone thing in common .

They defied nature in the north .

Another irony in connectionconnectionconnection-
with

connection-
withwith the two men - each ofof-
them

of-
themthem left four children with

their widows. Except for oneone-
of

one-
ofof Timothy Oomittuk'sOomittuks' daughdaugh-daugh-
ters

daugh-
ters

¬-

ters , they are still.still. married andand-
have

and-
havehave many children today. .

Dangerous IndifferenceIndifference-
And

Indifference-
AndAnd , so men lived in thethe-

Arctic
the-

ArcticArctic . Most listened faithfullyfafaithfully-
to

thfullythfully-
ttot their elders and usually livedJivedJived-
a

lived-
aa full span of life . Few other ,
unfortunatelyunfortunately\unfortunatelythoughttheyknew\, thought theyth y
knewyknewbetter than theth older menmen-
and

men-
andand they paid highl gh forforfortheirtheirtheir-
indifference

their-
indifferenceindifference - the loss of theirtheir-
lives

their-
liveslives .

A nervy man was much adad-adad-
mired

¬.-
mired by the Eskimos but if hehe-
used

he-
usedused it foolishly , he becamebecame-
something

became-
somethingsomething ofofaa man marked11,1arked111arked, withwith-
doom

with-
doomdoom.. It1 t was just a matter ofof-
time

of-
timetime if helie persistedrsist d. The Arctic ,.
itsits

"' nature the way it was , and is ,
never relaxed its pressure . ItIt-
forever

It-
foreverforever .' looked for weaknessesweaknesses-
and

weaknesses-
andandandonceonce seeing an opening itit-
struck

it-
struckstruck viciously and mercilessly .

Intensive StudiesStudies-
Through

Studies-
Through

Studies-
ThroughThrough passage of time ,. thethe-

Eskimos
the-

EskimosEskimos had learned to respeptrespectresperespect-
the

tt-

thethe grim surroundings underunder-
whic11

under-
whichwhichwhic11 theyhey( live-liveliveTheylive-TheyliveTheylive .

-' They had comecome-
to

come-
toto regard the Arctic with somesome-some-
thing

¬.-

thing akin to a being,
, they hadhad-

to
had-

toto understand . They learnedlearned-
and

learned-
andand largely figured out thethe-
moods

the-
moodsmoods of the country . TheyThey-
studied

They-
studiedstudied its calm windswmds, gales andand-
their

and-
theirtheir effects on land andandseasea .

They studiedstudiedmovementsmovements of thethe-
ice

the-
icefieldsicefieldsice fields ; studied what winds andand-
from

and-
fromfrom what direction affectedaffected-
them

affected-
themthem . They studied formationsformatjonsformatjons-
of

formations-
ofofofcloudsclouds before setting out toto-
hunt

to-
hunthunt and they could tell withwith-
amazing

with-
amazingamazing accuracyaccuracywhatwhat kindkindofofof-
a

of-
aa day it would be .

They studied the animals ,

their habits and the areas theythey-
frequent

they-
frequentfrequent.. This was a greatgreat-
reqUirement

great-
requirementrequirement.. They had to knowknow-
the

know-
thethe behaviorial pattern ofofeveryeveryevery-
animal

every-
animalanimal they hunt for livelihood...
They had found that the onlyonly-
way

only-
wayway to live with the Arctic waswas-
to

was-
toto know it from every angle -
its behavior under certain concon-concon-
ditions

con-
ditions

¬-

ditions . In doing so , theythey-
learned

they-
learnedlearned to cheat the many perilsperils-
itit dealt out from its many-sidedmanysidedmanysided-
and

--
and dangerous nature .

Yields SecretsSecrets-
And

Secrets-
And

Secrets-
AndAnd so down through cencen-cen-

turies
cen-

turies
¬-

turies the inhospitable ArcticArctic-
had

Arctic-
hadhad grudgingly yielded its secretssecrets-
to

secrets-
toto the Eskimos who used themthem-
against

them-
againstagainst it to survive . Even withwith-
thc

with-
thethethc best knowledge they hadhad-

garnered
had-

garneredgarnered from the Arctic , thethe-
people

the-
peoplepeople still had to deal withwith-
one

with-
oneone of its dangerous facets - itsits-

unpredictability
its-

unpredictabilityunpredictability .

Such was the sudden upheavalupheaval-
ofof the recent vicious storm thatthat-
did

that-
diddid great damage at Barrow . ItIt-
was

It-
waswas a freak storm.. It had to bebe-
deaIt

be-
dealtdealtdeaIt with quick thinking andand-
without

and-
withoutwithout panic . There were nono-
fatalities

no-
fatalitiesfatalities . It could have provenproven-
otherwise

proven-
otherwiseotherwise because the stormstorm-
erupted

storm-
eruptederupted without warning . ItIt-
was

It-
waswas a storm with a murderousmurderous-
intent

murderous-
intentintent and it came in a cold ,

freezing weather .

Heroic BehaviorBehavior-
The

Behavior-
The

Behavior-
TheThe people of Barrow , bothboth-

white
both-

whitewhite and its predominatlypredominatIypredominatIy-
Eskimo

predominatly-
EskimoEskimo population , should bebe-
commended

be-
commendedcommended for their heroicheroic-
behavior

heroic-
behaviorbehavior under the deadly onon-onon-
slaught

on-
slaught

¬-

slaught of the Vicious'vicious' winterwinter-
storm

winter-
stormstorm ., .

It was a classic example ofof-
S1Jrvival

of-
survivalsurvivalS1Jrvival of man in the Arctic .
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