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Lawmakers
.

pressure BushBushb-

y
- - - - - - - - - - - '- - - - ----- -

byb Tundra Times staffstaf-

fRepublicanRepublican lawmakers can'tcant' decide how to keep their promise to cut another $7070$70-

million
$70-

million
$

million from the state budget without hurting urban voters .. So , muchmuchofof the first halfhalf-
of

half-
ofof the legislative session has been substantially consumed by proposals that wouldwould-
cut

would-
cutcut rural Alaska down to economic and politicalpoliticalsizesize .

That'sThats' the consensus of several veteran capitol watchers in Juneau . The irony,

theytheysaysay , is that whilewhil <; Republican legislators have made headlines with their attacksattacks-
on

attacks-
onon Native tribes , several bills moving quietly through committees wouldwouldalsoalso hamham-ham-

string

ham-

string
¬-

string the smallsmallstatecharteredstate-charteredstatecharteredstatecharteredmunicipalities- municipalities that conservatives insist should be thethe-
local

the-
locallocal government ofofchoicechoice for Native villages .

AlthoughAlthough.noneAlthoughnone., none of the bills are moving quickly at the moment , many may have aa-

good
a-

goodgood chancehance of passage . Among them are proposals to : restrict funding for and levylevy-

taxes

levy-

taxestaxes on property in unincorporatedunincorporatedareasareas , eliminate the Coastal Zone Management
ManagementPage
Page 64(,pleasepkase

ASTF wires schools to Net
In a major step to bring the internaOteroainterna-interna-

tional
! ¬.-

tional knowledge of the Internet intointo-
classrooms

into-
classroomsclassrooms across Alaska , Gov . TonyTony-
Knowles

Tony-
KnowlesKnowles and the BoardBoardofof Directors ofof-

the
of-

thethe Alaska Science and TechnologyTechnology-
Foundation

Technology-
FoundationFoundation announced the awardawardofof
$10,00010000$

, to each Alaska public school toto-
wire

to-
wirewire its classrooms for Internet access .

In addition to the $4.54.545$4,5$ ., million set asideaside-

for

aside-

forfor school connectivity , ASTF awardedawarded-

another

awarded-

anotheranother $18,80018800$ , to the statewide NetDayNetNetDay-

program

DayDay-

programprogram , a non-profitnonprofit- business that helpshelps-
schools

helps-
schoolsschools get wired and connected to thethe-

Internet

the-

InternetInternet by organizingorganizingvolunteersvolunteers to dodo-

the

do-

thethe work andandseekingseeking corporate fundingfunding-

sources

funding-

sourcessources .

"TheThe" key to Alaska'sAlaskas' continuedcontinued-
economic

continued-
economiceconomic success is making sure ourour-

children

our-

childrenchildren are prepared for the increasinglyincreasingl-
ycompetitive

increasingl-
ycompetitivecompetitive challenges of the global

marketplace ,
" said Knowles ,. who joinedjoined-

ASTF

joined-

ASTFASTF board members at Anchorage'sAnchoragesAnchorage's-

Chugach

Anchorage's-

Chugach

'

Chugach Opt-ionOptionOption- School for an InternetInternet-
demonstration

Internet-
demonstrationdemonstration . "ThisThis" decision by Alaska'sAlaskasAlaska's-
leading

Alaska's-
leading

'

leading technology agency is a major stepstep-
in

step-
inin that direction . It will help keep AlaskaAlaska-

competitive

Alaska-

competitivecompetitive internationally by providingproviding-
ourour students the most current educationaleducational-
tools

educational-
toolstools .

"

"ThisThis" has all the appealappealofof an oldold-

fashioned

old-

fashionedfashioned community barn-raisingbarnraisingbarnraisingwith-- with aa-

21st

a-

21st21st century angle ,
" said ItLt . Gov . FranFran-

Ulmer
Fran-

UlmerUlmer, an ASTF board member and thethe-
administration's

the-
administration'sadministration'sadministrations' technology point person .

"TheThe" ASTF board thought there was anan-
urgent

an-
urgenturgent need for this kindkindofof help , andandwewewe-
had

we-
hadhad the desire and financialfinancialresourcesresources toto-

step

to-

stepstep in to provide that help .
"

', "It'sIts" ' the bottom-upbottomup- entreprenurialentreprenurialspiritspiritspirit-

to

spirit-

toto which ASTF is responding ,
" said JamieJamie-

Kenworthy
Jamie-

KenworthyKenworthy , ASTF executive director .,

"WeWe" think that ifwe provide the fundingfunding-

PlIge

funding-
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KeepKeep them rollingrollingM-
oreMore than 800 Alaska Army National Guard members , like the soldier pictured here , recentlyrecently-
completed

recently-
completedcompleted essential training in Anchorage . Troops came from Barrow , Gambell , Little Diomede ,

Nome , Bethel , and many other communities .

PhotoPbolo bvby Alaska National GuardGUtlrd

Alaska Native tour coalition forms
The Nature Conservancy of Alaska , anan-

independent
an-

independentindependent , nonprofit conservationconservation-

organization

conservation-

organizationorganization withwithofficesoffices in AnchorageAnchorage-
and

Anchorage-
andand Soldotna , together with severalseveral-
Alaska

several-
AlaskaAlaska Native Corporations andand-
ecotourism

and-
ecotourismecotourism operators , is seeking inputinput-
from

input-
fromfrom Native communities to helphelpcreatecreatecreate-
an

create-
anan Alaska Native Ecotourism Coalition .

The coalition will foster ecotourism-ecotourismecotourism-
related

ecotourism-
related

ecotourism-
related

-

related development for Alaska NativeNative-

villages

Native-

villagesvillages and corporations by NativeNative-

individuals
Native-

individualsindividuals andandotherother entrepreneursentrepreneursi-
nterested

entrepreneursi-
nterestedinterested in ecotourism .,

An initial meeting and plenary session ,

funded by the Environmental Protection

Agency , will be held in conjunction withwith-
the

with-
thethe 4th Annual Conference of the AlaskaAlask-
aWilderness

Alask-
aWildernessWilderness RecreationR creation and TourismTourism-
Association

Tourism-
AssociationAssociation (AWRTAAWRT A) in Fairbanks'ftomFairbanksftomFairbanksFairbanks'fwmfromfwm-

March

from-

MarchMarch 20-22202220.222022-. . The meeting is open toto-
attendees

to-
attendeesattendees of the conference andand-
interested

and-
interestedinterestedinterestedmembersmembers of the public . ThoseThos-
einterested

Thos-
einterestedinterested in being part of the firstfirst-

meeting

first-

meetingmeeting are asked to contact Ellen MalingMaling-

atat AWRTA .

Tentatively titled "DesigningDesigning" an AlaskaAlaska-

Ecotourism

Alaska-

Ecotourism

Alaska-

EcotourismEcotourism Coalition
,

" the workshop willwill-

be

will-

be

will-

bebe interactive and inclusive . ParticipantsParticipants-
will

Participants-
will

Participants-
willwill help develop the coalition and itsits-

Page
its-

Page
its-
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NCAI announces mid-yearmidyear- meeting for Juneau
Juneau will be the site for the National Congress ofof-

American

of-

AmericanAmerican Indian'sIndians' annual Mid-YearMidYearM id-ididYear- Year conference fromfrom-
June

from-
JuneJune 8-11811- , 1997 . This meeting will be the first of its kind inin-

Alaska
in-

AlaskaAlaska ; more than four hundred tribal delegates and leadersleaders-
from

leaders-
fromfrom around the country are expected to attend .

The National Congress of American Indians is the oldest ,

largest, and the most representative AmericanAmerican Indian and AlaskaAlaska-

Native

Alaska-

NativeNative advocacy organization in the United States ., It isis-

comprised
is-

comprisedcomprised ofofoverover two hundredhundredmembermember tribes and more thanthan-
two

than-
twotwo thousand individualindividualmembersmembers .

The conference will join tribal leaders , Native organizations ,

and government officials in six General Assembly sessions , toto-
address

to-
addressaddress issues such as Indian gaming , education , housing andand-
welfare

and-
welfarewelfare reform . The mid-yearmidyear- meeting agenda will also offeroffer-

PQlicy

offer-

policypolicyPQlicy planning andandstrategystrategy sessions for the tribal delegates ;

guest speakers from local , state and federal governments ; asas-

well

as-

wellwell as a special potlatchpotlatchcelebrationcelebration hosted by area tribes .

NCAI is working closely with its two host tribal councils ,

theTlingitthe Tlingit and Haida Central CouncilCouncilandand the Ketchikan TribalTribal-

Council

Tribal-

CouncilCouncil , to promote the conference throughout Alaska and thethe-

lower

the-

lowerlower forty-eightfortyeight- states . Many Alaskan corporations and tribestribes-

have

tribes-

havehave expressed interest in sponsoring the meeting , offeringoffering-
funds

offering-
fundsfunds as wellwellasas specialpecial products and services . For moremore-

information

more-

informationinformation about sponsorship opportunities , pleaseplease-
contact

please-
contactcontact NCAI offices at (202)202( ) 466-77674667767-

.

The National Congress of American Indians , founded in

19441914 , was organized as a representative congress of tribalfribalfribal-

governments

Triba-

lgovernmentsgovernments and individuals to address priority issues att thethe-
nationaUevel

the-
national.levelnationaUevelnational.levelnationallevel.


