
ASTF wires schools to Net
In a major step to bring the internaOteroainterna-interna-

tional
! ¬.-

tional knowledge of the Internet intointo-
classrooms

into-
classroomsclassrooms across Alaska , Gov . TonyTony-
Knowles

Tony-
KnowlesKnowles and the BoardBoardofof Directors ofof-

the
of-

thethe Alaska Science and TechnologyTechnology-
Foundation

Technology-
FoundationFoundation announced the awardawardofof
$10,00010000$

, to each Alaska public school toto-

wire

to-

wirewire its classrooms for Internet access .

In addition to the $4.54.545$4,5$ ., million set asideaside-
for

aside-
forfor school connectivity , ASTF awardedawarded-
another

awarded-
anotheranother $18,80018800$ , to the statewide NetDayNetNetDay-

program

DayDay-

programprogram , a non-profitnonprofit- business that helpshelps-
schools

helps-
schoolsschools get wired and connected to thethe-

Internet

the-

InternetInternet by organizingorganizingvolunteersvolunteers to dodo-
the

do-
thethe work andandseekingseeking corporate fundingfunding-

sources

funding-

sourcessources .

"TheThe" key to Alaska'sAlaskas' continuedcontinued-
economic

continued-
economiceconomic success is making sure ourour-

children

our-

childrenchildren are prepared for the increasinglyincreasingl-

ycompetitive

increasingl-

ycompetitivecompetitive challenges of the global

marketplace ,
" said Knowles ,. who joinedjoined-

ASTF

joined-

ASTFASTF board members at Anchorage'sAnchoragesAnchorage's-

Chugach

Anchorage's-

Chugach

'

Chugach Opt-ionOptionOption- School for an InternetInternet-
demonstration

Internet-
demonstrationdemonstration . "ThisThis" decision by Alaska'sAlaskasAlaska's-
leading

Alaska's-
leading

'

leading technology agency is a major stepstep-
in

step-
inin that direction . It will help keep AlaskaAlaska-

competitive

Alaska-

competitivecompetitive internationally by providingproviding-

ourour students the most current educationaleducational-

tools

educational-

toolstools .

"

"ThisThis" has all the appealappealofof an oldold-

fashioned

old-

fashionedfashioned community barn-raisingbarnraisingbarnraisingwith-- with aa-

21st
a-

21st21st century angle ,
" said ItLt . Gov . FranFran-

Ulmer
Fran-

UlmerUlmer, an ASTF board member and thethe-

administration's

the-

administration'sadministration'sadministrations' technology point person .

"TheThe" ASTF board thought there was anan-
urgent

an-
urgenturgent need for this kindkindofof help , andandwewewe-

had

we-

hadhad the desire and financialfinancialresourcesresources toto-

step

to-

stepstep in to provide that help .

"

', "It'sIts" ' the bottom-upbottomup- entreprenurialentreprenurialspiritspiritspirit-

to
spirit-

toto which ASTF is responding ,
" said JamieJamie-

Kenworthy
Jamie-

KenworthyKenworthy , ASTF executive director .,

"WeWe" think that ifwe provide the fundingfunding-

PlIge

funding-
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to

1-

toto wire schools , it will leverage local efef-efef-
forts

ef-
forts

¬-

forts at the grassroots level to continue thethe-
momentum

the-
momentummomentum.11momentum11momentum .

"
momentum.11To

To qualify for a grant , schools mustmust-
enroll

must-
enrollenrollenrollatat least 10 students , must not curcur-cur-
rently

cur-
rently

¬-

rently be wiredwiredoror connected to the InIn-InIn-

ternet

In-

ternet

¬-

ternet , must fillfilloutout a brief application andand-
be

and-
bebe willing to selfselfauditaudit its completion .

The grants cover the costcost1of
'

ofofclassroomclassroomclassroom-

wiring

classroom-

wiringwiring and connectivity only , which inin-inin-

cludes
in-

cludes

¬-

cludes routers , wiring , servers , and hubs .

Not covered under terms of the grants areare-

cost

are-

costcost of installation labor , overheadoverheadororor-
computer

or-
computercomputer equipment .,.

For schools already partially wired ,

administrators can apply for grants toto-
complete

to-
completecomplete the wiring or upgrade the syssys-syssys-

tem
sys-

tem

¬-

tem . While 1.515.. million in fundingfundingwillwill bebe-

made

be-

mademade available each year over a three-threethree-
year

three-
year

three-
year

-

year time period , some schools are readyready-

toto log on tot the Internet now .

Knowles highlighted the need to conCon-Con-

nect

con-

nect

¬-

nect Alaska schools to the Internet in aa-

major

a-

majormajor education address to the AnchorAnchor-Anchor-

age

Anchor-

age

¬-

age Chamber of Commerce Feb . 10 andand-
urged

and-
urgedurged the Science and Technology FounFoun-Foun-
dation

Foun-
dation

¬-

dation to fund the connections ,. He hashas-

called

has-

calledcalledcalledonon educators to addaddaa fourth R toto-
the

to-
thethe standard three - computer literacy . InIn-
the

In-
thethe Chamber talk , he also praised NetDayNetNetDay-
Alaska

DayDay-

AlaskaAlaska leader Mark Newell .

Kenworthy estimated that about half ofof-

the

of-

thethe public schools throughout Alaska , asas-

well

as-

wellwell as a handful ofofotherother private schools ,

stillstilIstilIneedstillneedneed to be wired .

The Alaska Science and TechnologyTechnology-

Foundation

Technology-

FoundationFoundation is a state agency created in

1988 at the urging of then Gov . SteveSteve-
Cowper

Steve-
CowperCowper that invests money to improveimprove-
Alaska's

improve-
Alaska'sAlaska'sAlaskas' economy and to increase thethe-
state's

the-
state'sstate'sstates' science and engineering capabilicapabili-capabili-
ties

capabili-
ties

¬-

ties . ASTF supplies grants for small andand-

large

and-

largelarge business development andandresearchresearchresearch-
projects

research-
projectsprojects and coordinates a teachers grantgrant-
program

grant-
programprogram , which encourages the developdevelop-develop-
ment

develop-
ment

¬-

ment ofofsciencescience and technologytechnologycurricucurricucurricu-curricu-
lum

curricu-
lum

¬-

lum .

The Internetl\1ternetl1ternet\ connection announceannounce-announce-
ment

announce-
ment

¬-

ment follows a recent decision by BPBP-

Exploration
BP-

ExplorationExploration to make the largest singlesingle-

computer

single-

computercomputer donation ever made to publicpublic-
education

public-
educationeducation in Alaska .

WorkingWorkingwithwith the state , individualindividual-
school

individual-
schoolschool districts and other corporate partpart-part-
ners

part-
ners

¬-

ners , BP is donating up to $1.51.515$. . million inin-

combined
in-

combinedcombined computer equipment , software ,

teacher training andandcashcash grants to 15

school districts throughout the state .

BP is setting up a "TeacherTeacher" ExploraExplora-Explora-
tion

Explora-
tion

¬-

tion CenterCenterhCenterhin" in allallofof the designated disdis-disdis-
tricts

dis-
tricts

¬-

tricts . Each center , whichwhichwillwill be locatedlocated-
inin a school , includes a 25-unit25unit2S-unit2S- network-networknetwork-
based

network-
based

network-
based

-

basedbasedcomputercomputer lab , education and mulmul-mul-
timedia

mul-
timedia

¬-

timedia software , Internet access andandaand-
printer

and-
printer

a
printer . Additionally , teachers will be propro-pro-
vided

pro-
vided

¬-

vided training, designed to integrate techtech-tech-
nology

tech-
nology

¬-

nology into the curriculum .

Currently , BP is undergoing a changechange-
from

change-
fromfrom a Macintosh to a PC-basedPCbasedPCbasedcomputer- computercomputer-
system

computer-
systemsystem company-widecompanywide- .

As a result of this changeover , approxiapproxi-approxi-
mately

approxi-
mately

¬-

mately 1,5001500,
, computers will be availableavailable-

for
available-

forfor distribution . "EducationEducation"
is a numbernumber-

one
number-

oneone priority for BP and its employees ,
"

said former BPXA President John Morgan .

"WeWe" know that technology is expensiveexpensive-
and

expensive-
andand that these computers are important

to schools throughout the state . But wewe-

also

we-

alsoalso wanted the equipment to be usefuluseful-usefuluseful-
to

-
to be fully integrated into a district'sdistricts' curCUf-CUfcur-CU-
friculum

cur-
riculum

¬-

riculum .
"

Each of the 15 school districts also willwill-

receive

will-

receivereceive additionaladditionalcomputerscomputers to be distribdistrib-distrib-
uted

distrib-
uted

¬-

uted to individualindividuindividualindividualschoolsschools1schools1
. Districts inin-inin-

clude
in-

clude

¬-

clude Anchorage , Fairbanks , MatMat-SuMatSu- Su ,

Kenai , Juneau , Kodiak , Ketchikan , Dilling-DillingDilling-

ham
Dilling-

ham
Dilling-

ham

-

ham , Bethel , Southeast Regional ResourceResource-

Center
Resource-

CenterCenter , North Slope Borough , Cordova ,

Valdez , Chugach , and Alaska GatewayGateway-
Other

Gateway-
Other

Gateway-
OtherOther corporate partners participatingparticipating-

inin the computer donation program areare-
GCI

are-
GCIGCI , MicroAge Infosystems Services ,

Lynden Logistics and Apple Computes ,

Inc.

Distribution of the computers is schedsched-sched-
uled

sched-
uled

¬-

uled for the first quarter of 1997
.


