
IN THE SPIRIT OF COMMUNITYCOMMUNITY-

AA message from the Alaska Native Ministry

For many years , Native people have sought out ways to live In the city yet carry forfor-for-
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ward the spirit of community that exists in villages . . - y
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One aspect of that spirit manifests itself when there is a death ,. PeoplePeople-
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together men build a coffin and the women line itit. Neither the fam-famfamifam-
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vices conducted .. After the service ,, the people take the deceaseddeceased-
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to the graveyard and together they bury their friend , their lovedlovedrloved-
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one , a member of their community . But care doesn'tdoesnt' stop there !
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When death takes someone from the community , the peoplePeople-
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share their thoughts and memories with the family . Through thesethese-
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thoughts , prayers and outward expressions of love , from the com-comcom-
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. If they choose to participate in the process of grieving , caring and sytv'rosytvro'
sharing , thoughts of financial burden becomes less important . The process s<
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takes on the form of respect for the dead . This respect is reflected in care andand-

thoughtfulnessthoughtfulness . Even the acknowledgment and acceptance of death is fulfilled when a handhand-hand-
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ful of dirt is tossed upon the casket The filling of the grave and the final action of placing aa-

crosscross , provides healing . These examples illustrate the importance of community and invol-involinvol-
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ment in the community .
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There are individual efforts by Native people in AnchorageAnchora e who provide supsup-supsup-
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port to their other Native people . Their efforts and service deservedeserve-
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recognition by the community.. Examples of those efforts take placeplace-
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at tnethe Alaska Native Medical Center . Patients ,. as in any other hos-hoshos-
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pitapital), come for medical care , surgerysur ery , to have a baby or to die .,
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:: There are some clergy who visit the sick and Native peoplepeop-
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: assistance to the patients ,. It is through their efforts that thethe-
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, Spiritual dimension of the patients is strengthenedstren lthened<; .
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;';'' f' percentagepercenta le<; of Native people . Jails hold many of our men and women .

" '3:' The majority of them are there because of the abuse of alcohol or drugs . MoreMore-

often

More-

oftenoften than nothot, they cannot remember what they did to bring them there. Yet theythey-
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areare there spending their lives in a place where they dare not even expressexpress-

heir
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heirheir inner most thoughts or feelings . Jail is indeed a place where the hearts of peoplepeople-
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cancan be hardened .

STRENGTHENING_ ENING THE NATIVE COMMUNITY IN ANCHORAGEANCHORAGE-

Urban

ANCHORAGE-

UrbanUrban Natives have been workingworkin !, shopping , involved in business , or inin managementmana lement<; , contributing to societysodety and meeting demands of their family schedules . Although they do notnQtnQt-

stand

not-

standstandid out as NativeNativNative peopleDeODlePeoole , it does not mean that they set aside their heritageherita le<; nor their identityIdentitt} The most significantlnificantsl <; strugglestruggl that Is encountered , is Ignorance . The old expression ofof-

stereotwing
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stereotypingstereotypingstereotwing is alive, and dilutes the minds of many,, includingincluding Native people . ThejquestionThe question thereforeththereforeore is how can Ie'!we come togethertolether<; to start talking about this ?

The NativeNativ ministry programprprogramgram off the ArchdioceseArchdio ese of AnchoragencltOigeAnchorageAnchoragewillncltOi-ncltOi- gegewill
--
will

w-ill-
willwillofferofferofferofferaa monthlymonthly Mass for thethe Native community.. The mass will become a regular serviceservce .,

It will be held every thirdthird-

Sunday

third-

SundaySunday of the month . After Mass , there will be time to discuss these issues and to consider how the Spirit of Community that exists In villvillageses can be reflected and developed here InIn-

Anchorage

In-

AnchorageAnchorage . .

The first mass will be celebrated by Fr. Tom Gallagher . It will start at 2:00200: p.mpm. . on SundaySuncl.ySuncly. ,. MarchM.rchMrch. 116th6th . At this first gathering! atherin l<; , a special light lunch will be provided and Ellen Savage'Savage'' ,.

an Athabascan Elder will talk about her home village of Holy Cross and about Traditions.. The mass will be held at the Holy Cross Parish located off of lake Otis and Lore Road .

Please come todandnc/ncncjoIn/joinpin ususl! Jfyou1yvuJ( you have any questions , call TinyDevlin at 258-78982587898-- .


