
Public comments . on new allotment regulations
.

Public comment is sought on a propro-pro-

posal

pro-

posal

¬-

posal by the SecretarySecretaryofof the Interior toto-

allow

to-

allowallow the statutorytatutorystatutory approvalapprovalofof AlaskaAlaska-

Native

Alaska-

NativeNative allotment applications in casescases-

where

cases-

wherewhere protests against such actions havehave-

be

have-

beenbeenbe n withdrawn . A noticenotice requestingrequesting-
comment

requestin-
gcommentiscommentcommentiscomment-iscommentis-isis-. is published in a recentrecent-
Federal

recent-
FederalFederal Register (6262( Fed Reg 7033)7033).. '.

The proposedproposedactionaction by the SecretarySecretary-

would

Secretary-

wouldwould overrule an Interior Board ofof-
Land

of-
LandLand Appeals IBLA((IBLA ) interpretation ofof-

Section

of-

SectionSection 90590S of the Alaska NationalNational-

Interest

National-

InterestInterest LandsLindsLands Conservation ActAct-

ANILCA

Act-

ANILCA( ANILCA ) . In Section 905 ofpf ANILCA ,

CongressCongr ss provided for the approval ofof-

pending

of-

pendingpending allotment applications as long

as certairicertain conditions are met andandunlessunlessunless-

a

unlessa'tithe-

ly
'-

ti
t-

i
' '-

and
a-

nd
'-

and
a-

nd
'

aa'tithel-

y

atithel-

y

timelyely and sufficient protest is filed .

The 1906 Alaska Native Allotment ActAct-

was

Act-

waswas intended to give individuals thethe-

opportunity

the-

opportunityopportunity to obtain legal title to landslandslands-

they

lands-

theythey used and occupied . Section 905905-

of

905-

ofof ANILCA was enacted to expediteexp.edite. thethe-
approval

the-
approvalapproval ofofallotmentallotmentfallotmentf applications toto-
fulfill

to-
fulfillfulfill the commitments of the 19711971-

Alaska

1971-

AlaskaAlaska Native Claims Settlement ActAct-

ANCSA

Act-

ANCSA( ANCSA ) , whichwhichrepealedrepealed the 19061906-
Alaska

1906-
AlaskaAlaska Native Allotment Act . Section 90590S90S-

was

905-

waswas enacted in 1980 to facilitate thethe-

approval

the-

approvalapprovalapprovalofofofallotmentallotment applications thatthat-

were

that-

werewere pending on or before ANCSA waswas-

passed
was-

passedpassed . The IBLA has ruled that

allotment applicationsappli ( tionstionsJtionsmustJ', must 'bebe'be-

adjudicated

'
bebe-

adjudicatedadjudicated even when the protestingprotesting-
paTty

protesting-
partypartypaTtyparty has dismissed its protest .

Approximately 1,8001800, allotmentallotment-
applications

allotment-
applicationsapplications could be approvedapprovedasas aa-

result

a-

resultresult of the Secretary'sSecretarys' proposal..
Interested persons andandorganizationsorganizationsorganizations-

may

organizations-

maymaymaysubmitsubmit comments respecting thethe-
Secretary's

the-
Secretary'sSecretary'sSecretarys' proposal to liftlin this bar toto-

statutory
to-

statutorystatutory approval of uncontestedJpcontestedJpcontesteda-

llotment
uncontesteda-

llotmentallotment applications . TheTheSecretarySecretarySecretary hashas-

requested
has-

requestedrequested a legallegalopinionlegalopinionopinionopinion from thethe-

Interior

the-

InteriorInterior Department SolicitorSolicitor on thisththis-
matter

ss-

mattermatter . Written comments must bebe-
received

be-
receivedreceived by AprilAprilll11 ,. Comments shouldshould-

be
should-

bebe mailed to the Bureau of Land

Management , Administrative Record ,

Room 401LS40lLS , 1849 C Street N.WNW. . ,

Washington , D.CDC. . 20240 . Comments maymay-
also

may-
alsoalso be hand-deliveredhanddelivered- to the Bureau ofof-

Land

of-

LandLand Management , AdministrativeAdministrative-

Record

Administrative-

RecordRecord
,,, Room 401 , 1620 L Street ,

Washington D.CDC. . Comments may also bebe-

transmitted
be-

transmittedtransmitted electronically ,, via thethe-
Internet

the-
InternetInternet to WOComments@wo.blm.govWOCommentswoblm.gov@ . . .

Please includeincludeII"AnnAnnAttnIIAttn"AttnII" : SecretarialSecretarial-
Decision

Secretarial-
DecisionDecision ,

" and your hametamename(: andandaddressaddressaddress-

inin the message . If you do not receive aa-

confirmation

a-

confirmationconfirmation that your Internet messagemessage-
has

message-
hashas been received , contact that officeoffice.-

directly

office-

directly
.-
directly

d-

irectly
.
directly at (202)202( ) 452-50304525030- . .


